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 Abstract 
The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) region in Bangladesh is a unique cultural 
landscape. Its hill towns and villages are home to a highland population of diverse 
groups, each with its own culture, language and settlement pattern. However, the 
region is now experiencing increasing urbanisation and socio-economic change. As a 
result, the cultural identity of these hill groups and their settlement forms are also 
undergoing rapid transformation. In turn, the settlements are now at risk of losing 
some of the spatial patterns that have long provided their sense of place. Thus, this 
study identifies recurrent neighbourhood types and the settlement morphology of the 
hill groups in relation to their rapid urbanisation. 
The study discusses the historical and cultural background of CHT to provide a 
preliminary understanding of its traditional settlements, and the complexities arising 
from its location on the borders of various cultural and political regions. It adopts a 
morphological approach, using a combination of both quantitative and qualitative 
methods. Faced with cartographic data constraints, the researcher developed an 
innovative methodological framework to facilitate the data collection process in 
CHT’s culturally diverse regions. 
The research contributes to the knowledge of the settlement patterns of the 
CHT hill groups in relation to urbanisation. Furthermore, its discourse on the 
transformation from a traditional to modern urban environment and the loss of 
traditional built forms, is not only timely for CHT, but is also central to current 
debate within the urban morphology discipline.  
The research findings related to the settlements of diverse cultural groups in a 
cross-border region of the Asian uplands are also relevant to similar contexts and 
enquiries. Furthermore, the developed methodological framework is also applicable 
to the investigation of geographic areas with similar socio-cultural complexities. 
Finally, this research specifically contributes to the literature of cross-cultural studies 
of highland towns and vernacular settlements in the Asian context. 
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 Chapter 1: Introduction 
This research examines the settlement morphology of a hill town in Chittagong 
Hill Tracts (CHT) - a mountainous borderland in South Asia. The introductory 
chapter has five sections. The first four sections describe the background (Section 
1.1), the context (Section 1.2), the purposes (Section 1.3), and the significance and 
scope (Section 1.4) of this research, and provide definitions of the terms used 
throughout. Finally, Section 1.5 includes an outline of the remaining chapters of the 
document.  
1.1 BACKGROUND 
Mountain regions at the cross-border of India, Bangladesh, and Burma 
(Myanmar) are home to diverse highland groups. These groups are characterised by 
their diversity in ethnicity, language, attire, creed, social practices, and settlement 
patterns (Michaud, 2006; Scott, 2009; van Schendel, 2002). For much of the regions’ 
history prior to European colonisation, their densely forested mountain borderlands 
were considered as buffer zones between various warring states. These inaccessible 
hilly regions, ruled either by hill chiefs or by minor kings, were in tributary status 
with major powers. However, the highland societies had been historically coexisting 
at various altitudes of hills and valleys, and there was no political unity due to their 
existing socio-cultural and linguistic differences. Even then, among the highland 
societies, there had been a persistent sense of being culturally different from the 
majority population in the plains (Michaud, 2006, 2010; Scott, 2009). This hill-plain 
duality was the result of strong socio-cultural and ethnic differences, and of centuries 
of geographic isolation from the dominant states (Michaud, 2010; Scott, 2009).  
The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) is a hilly region in south-eastern 
Bangladesh. It is part of the mountain ranges that stretch along the India and Burma 
(Myanmar) border (Figure 1.1). The region is located in a particular cross-cultural 
setting on the border of South Asia and Southeast Asia. The area is heterogeneous in 
culture, having a collection of indigenous highland groups with their own languages, 
cultures, and socio-spatial practices (Lewin, 1869; van Schendel, 1992).  
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Figure 1.1. The Chittagong Hill Tracts and mountain ranges at India, Bangladesh, and Burma border: 
post-colonial boundaries (van Schendel, Mey, & Dewan, 2000, p. 22)  
Historically, urbanisation was slow to arrive in the highlands. The early towns 
in CHT had been founded by the British rulers, as administrative outposts (Figure 1.2 
showing map of Demagree1) for serving as garrisons for small border armies (Figure 
1.3) in the most inaccessible border regions (Lewin, 1869, 1912). The hill towns can 
be considered as variants of the colonial cities. Generally, a town site was based in 
the existing highland community settlements to supply resources and manpower. As 
1 Demagree or Demagiri is now part of Mizoram state in India. It was one of the frontier outposts 
during British India. 
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 the towns were quite close to enemy territory, they were usually not developed as 
settler colonies, and facilities were kept to a minimum.  
 
Figure 1.2. Demagree: colonial outpost (Lewin, 1912, p. 305) 
  
Figure 1.3. Border corps at Rangamati town in CHT ( Riebeck, 1885 as cited in van Schendel, et al., 
2000, p. 56) 
 During the colonial period, the highlands, including its towns, were usually 
ruled internally by the hill chiefs and considered as special jurisdictions (Bessaignet, 
1958; Hutchinson, 1909); thus, they remained relatively isolated from the majority 
population of the plains. However, this changed in the post-colonial era. From the 
very start of the acculturation process in newly formed nation-states, the hill towns 
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 and highlanders were engulfed by majority settlements (van Schendel, 1992; van 
Schendel, et al., 2000). The usual conflicts that follow mass settlement of a majority 
population created an antagonistic relationship between highlanders and the state. 
This resulted in the entrenched hill-plain duality – the sense of both marginalisation 
and difference. Since then, the once indigenous settlements have been evolving over 
time into the nation-state version of modern towns. Due to their multi-layered 
colonial and post-colonial past, the emergent urban forms evoke multiple 
interpretations for majority and minority cultural groups. 
Currently, urbanisation is rapidly increasing in Asia (UN-HABITAT, 2013), 
even spreading to erstwhile peripheral regions. Similar to other developing countries, 
Bangladesh is going through rapid and rampant urbanisation. In the interests of 
economic development, urbanisation is becoming a major crisis for the traditional 
cultures in this part of the world. Inconsistent urban development, and insensitivity 
towards traditional cultures, are having damaging impacts on the local and national 
heritage and culture of this distinct region of Bangladesh. While urbanisation is 
synonymous with development in a developing world, its impacts on traditional 
cultures need to be noted. The building tradition of any particular society is part of its 
cultural heritage and, similar to other cultural features, some aspects survive over 
time, while others disappear. However, the total loss of building tradition is as 
significant as the loss of traditional languages.  
CHT presents an emergent typical case in Asia, where the vernacular built 
form of an ethnic hill town can be part of the urbanisation process, and generate a 
diverse cultural landscape. The survival and evolution of its local built form and 
settlement patterns are critical for its cultural identity in the new urban landscape.  
The cultural landscapes, treasured for their ethnic pluralism, have become 
spaces of interest for burgeoning international tourism due to an increase in transport 
networks, communication technologies, and the shifting geo-political scenario of a 
globalised world. As typical hill towns are characterised by their inherited 
indigenous identity, ethnic landscapes are becoming objects of interest for cultural 
tourism. Meanwhile, these relatively less known hill towns sprawling at the 
crossroad of South and Southeast Asia await systematic scholarly urban analysis.  
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 This research, therefore, draws attention to the growing urbanisation in the hill 
towns of Asia and its effects on neighbourhood forms. The starting point for this 
research was the concern with the loss of the traditional culture of the highland 
groups with the onslaught of urbanisation. From a global perspective, the situation 
faced by the CHT highland groups is also experienced by many traditional societies 
around the world (UNESCO, 2006). This study, however, confines its focus to the 
CHT region, and examines the urban neighbourhoods of a major CHT town. In the 
process, it explores the (limited) range of literature and documentation regarding the 
hill towns.  
1.2 CONTEXT 
The CHT region has been the subject of anthropological, social, and 
geographical studies (Bernot, 1960; Bessaignet, 1958; Brauns & Loffler, 1990; 
Hutchinson, 1909; Lewin, 1869; Sopher, 1964; van Schendel, 1992). However, there 
are very few studies specifically devoted to the hill group settlements, and to the 
traditional building culture of this region. Furthermore, the phenomenon of 
urbanisation, which presents an emergent crisis for traditional building culture, offers 
the opportunity to adopt a morphological approach as a means of inquiry for this 
study. The research also presents the opportunity to address the knowledge gap in 
cross-cultural studies in urban morphology.  
1.3 PURPOSES 
The main research purpose is to examine the morphological aspects of urban 
neighbourhoods in CHT. Therefore, taking urban morphology (Caniggia & Maffei, 
2001; Conzen, 1960) as the main research methodology, the study analyses the built 
form and settlement pattern of neighbourhoods in a CHT hill town. By investigating 
settlement patterns of the area, the study contributes knowledge about the urban form 
of CHT. This understanding of its built landscape provides the knowledge for a 
future planning framework that will preserve and adapt the vernacular built forms, 
while at the same time continuing the urbanisation process that brings economic 
development to the region. In turn, the maintenance of the distinct cultural diversity 
of the area will particularly help to bring economic development through tourism.  
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 1.3.1 Research Questions 
The central research question guiding this study is formulated as: “What 
settlement patterns characterise the urban neighbourhoods of the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts region in Bangladesh?” The associated research questions are as follows: 
• What characteristic constraints or problems are faced when conducting 
research on the settlement patterns of the CHT neighbourhoods?  
• In consideration of these constraints, what methods can be adopted to 
identify and examine the settlement pattern of the case neighbourhoods?   
• What are the recurrent settlement patterns that characterise the morphology 
of the urban neighbourhoods in the CHT region?  
• How can the investigation of settlement pattern of the hill neighbourhoods 
contribute to the ongoing discussion of urbanisation in the highland 
regions of Asia? 
1.3.2 Research Objectives 
In order to answer the research questions, this research aims to: 
• Examine the extent of the constraints related to the research on the 
settlement patterns of the CHT neighbourhoods  
• Categorise the appropriate methods for tracing the regional to 
neighbourhood scale of hill group settlement  
• Develop a case selection framework or method to identify the case 
neighbourhoods  
• Analyse the recurrent settlement patterns of the urban neighbourhoods in 
CHT  
• Discuss settlement patterns that characterise the morphology of the urban 
neighbourhoods in CHT 
• Summarise the contributions of the research on settlement patterns of the 
hill neighbourhoods to the ongoing discussion of urbanisation in the 
highland regions of Asia 
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 1.4 SIGNIFICANCE, SCOPE AND DEFINITIONS 
1.4.1 Significance 
This research contributes knowledge to the cultural studies of traditional 
settlements in hill geographies. Due to its relatively small scale and diverse socio-
cultural setting, the ethnic hill town presents a case that is of both particular and 
general significance. 
On a regional scale, this morphological study contributes knowledge about the 
growing urban form in the hilly borderlands of South Asia and Southeast Asia. In the 
field of urban morphology, morphological studies have a strong research tradition in 
Europe and America. As urbanisation grows at a fast pace in Asia, recent 
morphological studies are now focusing on Asian cities, towns and settlements. 
However, a large number of these studies are of cities and towns that are major 
financial or political centres. There is limited research that uses morphological 
methods in a cross-cultural setting to explore the built landscape of the South Asian 
and Southeast Asian regions. Thus, the knowledge gained from this research 
contributes to the cross-cultural study area of the urban morphology discipline.    
In Bangladesh, the CHT region, dubbed the ‘lake-city’, is a major tourist 
destination showcasing both natural and cultural diversity. The knowledge gained 
from this research can inform the future ‘development controls’ to preserve the 
traditional cultural landscape, and thereby promote tourism and economic 
development. 
1.4.2 Scope 
This research maintains the view that in any one instance, a certain geographic 
region cannot exhibit all morphological phenomena. This study focuses on the 
neighbourhoods of the hill groups in urban CHT, and its change in settlement 
morphology due to the phenomenon of urbanisation. The subject cases are urban 
neighbourhoods that are identified and selected through a case selection framework. 
1.4.3 Definitions 
The following definitions or terms of reference are used throughout the text. 
The subject term, ‘morphology’, is defined as the study of built form and 
‘morphogenesis’ is understood as the study of change in built form over time. The 
terms ‘townscape’, ‘urban landscape’, ‘built landscape’, and ‘cityscape’ are used 
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 interchangeably in this study area. With respect to the subject population of this 
study, the terms ‘highland groups’, ‘hill groups’, ‘highlanders’, ‘indigenous people’, 
and ‘CHT communities’ are also used interchangeably for descriptive purposes. 
1.5 DOCUMENT OUTLINE 
This introduction (Chapter 1) is followed by the literature review (Chapter 2), 
which includes a discussion of topics related to urban morphology and the CHT 
region. Chapter 3 then outlines the research design and methodology and the data 
collection and analysis methods. This is followed by Chapter 4, which describes the 
methods adopted for selecting the subject cases, and Chapter 5 describes the data 
collection methods adopted in these field sites. Chapter 6 describes the results of the 
data analysis with a discussion of the study’s findings, and Chapter 7 concludes the 
document.  
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 Chapter 2: Literature Review 
2.1 INTRODUCTION 
This Literature Review chapter discusses the relevant literature on topics 
pertaining to this research. The introductory section (Section 2.1) provides a brief 
outline of this literature and its key authors in a table format (Table 2.1). The urban 
morphology section (2.2), discusses theoretical developments in the area, and the 
major research traditions that are relevant to this study. The section on the CHT 
(Section 2.3) discusses its historical context and settlement patterns. The final section 
(2.4) provides a brief summary of this study. 
The articulation of the research questions closely relates to specific research 
subjects and fields of inquiry, and to key researchers in particular topic areas. The 
literature review diagram (Table 2.1) shows the particular work of key authors that is 
being reviewed in order to answer the research questions. The diagram illustrates 
how each research question relates to particular topics. It shows that the first question 
relates to the topic on CHT and its related literature. The second question requires 
knowledge of the relevant literature on both urban morphology and CHT. The third 
question requires the exploration of morphological concepts in relation to CHT, and 
the final question requires an exploration of the literature on morphological theories 
and the cultural context of CHT. 
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 Table 2.1. Literature review 
Main Research Question  Associated Research Questions  Key Authors    Literature Topic 
         
What settlement patterns 
characterise the urban 
neighbourhoods of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts 
region in Bangladesh? 
 What characteristic constraints or 
problems are faced when 
conducting research on the 
settlement patterns of the CHT 
neighbourhoods? 
 Lewin, Sopher, Loffler, van 
Schendel, Bessaignet 
   Chittagong Hill Tracts 
         
  In consideration of these 
constraints, what methods can be 
adopted to identify and examine 
the settlement pattern of the 
case neighbourhoods?   
 Conzen, Muratori, 
Caniggia, Whitehand, 
Moudon, Vance, Kostof  
   Urban morphology 
         
  What are the recurrent 
settlement patterns that 
characterise the morphology of 
the urban neighbourhoods in the 
CHT region? 
      
         
  How can the investigation of 
settlement pattern of the hill 
neighbourhoods contribute to 
the ongoing discussion of 
urbanisation in the highland 
regions of Asia? 
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 2.2 URBAN MORPHOLOGY 
2.2.1 Background: What is urban morphology?   
Urban morphology as a field of knowledge has been developing for more than 
100 years. The term morphology was originally conceived by philosopher Goethe as 
a method for studying the changes in, and transformation process of, all biological 
and other physical forms (Sauer, 1963; Wilkinson & Willoughby, 1962 as cited in 
Kropf, 1993). Drawing on Goethe’s method of form studies, Sauer (1963) contended 
that both physical and cultural forms are interdependent in the co-production of 
cultural landscape; therefore, the resulting synthesis – morphology of landscape – 
was the central object of enquiry in the field of urban geography (Gregory, Johnston, 
Pratt, Watts, & Whatmore, 2011).  
 Urban morphology is generally defined as the study of urban form or urban 
landscape (a type of cultural landscape) or townscape (Conzen, 2004; Smailes, 1955; 
Whitehand, 1992, 2012). Morphological studies attempt to explain the physiognomy 
of a built landscape, and its patterns and processes of change over time. In Sauer’s 
(1963) early assessment of morphologic method, he emphasises the empirical and 
evidential nature of its investigation with minimal presupposition – a form of 
induction – for examining the structural reality of the urban landscape. 
Urban form remained a major research topic in, and confined to, the field of 
urban geography during the first three decades of the twentieth century. It passed 
through a state of decline for a period from early 1930s to late 1950s, as urban 
researchers shifted their focus from form to function. In the 1960s, however, its focus 
became a multidisciplinary one, and this focus continues today. As an emerging 
multidisciplinary field, the research repertoire of urban morphology expanded to the 
social and natural sciences (Moudon, 1997). Urban morphology now crosses a 
number of disciplinary boundaries including, but not limited to, geography, history, 
architecture, landscape architecture, urban design, and planning (Whitehand, 1987, 
2012; Whitehand & Larkham, 1992). 
2.2.2 Birth of morphogenetic tradition in Germany     
The origin of morphological research of urban landscape can be traced back to 
Fritz’s (1894) works on the layout of German towns (as cited in Gauthiez, 2004; 
Hofmeister, 2004). The German scholar observed that there was quite a dearth of 
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 literature – indeed, it was almost non-existent – on the physical form, structure, and 
characteristics of German towns. Therefore, using military reconnaissance survey 
maps, Fritz classified and analysed hundreds of town plans (Gauthiez, 2004). His 
works informed issues such as the towns’ particular topographic features, their time 
of establishment, their relationship to the legislative process and the existing 
planning laws, the evolution of their planning processes, and how all of these aspects 
related to the pre-existing traditional settlements. 
Notable examples of earlier studies of German urban form were the treatises of 
Schluter (1899) and Ratzel (1903). A prominent geographer, Ratzel studied large 
cities, and examined the growth factors that attracted people to a particular locality. 
He termed this attraction quality of space (Hofmeister, 2004). An influential figure in 
the development of morphological research in Germany, Schluter produced a number 
of major publications on town plans and various aspects of settlements. This work 
resulted in the creation of further categorisations in the field of human geography, 
such as settlement geography, economic geography, and transport geography 
(Heineberg, 2007; Hofmeister, 2004; Whitehand, 1981, 1987).  
The research on urban landscape continued in Hassinger’s  (1916) studies of 
the historic city of Vienna, which document its historic architectural styles 
(Heineberg, 2007; Whitehand, 1981, 1987). Schluter’s student Geisler published a 
detailed urban form study of Danzig (1918), and later followed this with Die 
deutsche Stadt (Geisler, 1924) – a comprehensive treatise on German towns that 
categorises the sites, plan layouts, and building types (as cited in Hofmeister, 2004). 
In his seminal work, The Morphology of Landscape, Sauer (1963) refers to Geisler’s 
treatise as ‘a pioneering morphological study’. Another notable morphological 
research study in this period was Martiny’s (1928) extensive comparative study of 
the layouts of both urban and rural German settlements (Hofmeister, 2004; 
Whitehand, 1981, 1987). While the works of Geisler and Martiny were the highlights 
of this heightened research activity on urban morphology in Germany, the emphasis 
on urban form was continued for a period by Dorries (1930) and other scholars 
(Heineberg, 2007; Hofmeister, 2004; Whitehand, 1981, 1987). 
2.2.3 Berkeley school in America: Development of cultural morphology  
Independent of Europe, urban form study in America had two distinct streams: 
one led by the Berkeley School with notable research on cultural morphology, which 
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 focused on the rural landscape; the other with a more socio-economic focus on land-
use studies (Whitehand, 1981, 1987).  
Sauer, an influential Berkeley scholar, was enthused by the contemporary 
morphologic works of German urban geographers, especially the work of Schluter, 
Ratzel, and Geisler. Concerned about the nature of geographical enquiry, and in 
order to develop a theory of landscape, he (Sauer, 1963, p. 326) postulates: “(1) that 
there is a unit of organic or quasi-organic quality; that is, a structure to which certain 
components are necessary, these component elements being called ‘form’…; (2) that 
similarity of form in different structures is recognized because of functional 
equivalence, the forms then being ‘homologous’; and (3) that the structural elements 
may be placed in series, especially into developmental sequence, ranging from 
incipient to final or completed stage”. These postulates conceptualise landscape form 
and its morphogenesis, that is, its development over time. 
According to Sauer’s (1963) concept of cultural landscape, the role of culture 
as the shaping force of nature is emphasised. He contends that under the influence of 
a particular culture group, which itself goes through changes over time, the natural 
landscape is transformed into cultural landscape. The following diagrammatic 
representation (Figure 2.1) shows Sauer’s (1963) concept of the morphology of 
cultural landscape. In this diagram, it is asserted that natural landscape is the medium 
that undergoes development, cultural landscape is the resulting development, and 
culture is the influencing factor in the developmental process. In this process, the 
forms of cultural landscape are population, housing, production, communication, and 
other unidentified forms. The population forms include the phenomena of density 
and mobility (recurrent displacement or seasonal migration). The housing forms 
include types and patterns of built form, agglomerated into either villages or towns in 
a variety of plans. The forms of production include land-use types for various 
products, farms, forests, and mines.  
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Figure 2.1. Morphology of cultural landscape (Sauer, 1963, p. 343)  
2.2.4 Early British morphogenetic tradition: pre-Conzenian era 
In Britain, the morphogenetic tradition prior to the 1960s is generally termed as 
‘indigenous British morphogenetic tradition’ (Whitehand, 1987). Since then, 
Conzen’s urban morphology theories and their subsequent influences dominated 
British morphological studies. During the inter-war period, British urban scholars 
were largely interested in the descriptive generalisation of British and other European 
towns, paying less attention to the urban process (Larkham, 2006). In this early 
phase, notable works include: Fleure’s (1920) study, which presents a brief summary 
of the urban forms and town plans in various European cities, and recommends a 
greater focus on the analysis of city plans; and Dickinson’s (1934) study of the 
British town of East Anglia, and his comparative morphological study (Dickinson, 
1945) of German medieval towns.  
During the post-war period, in his oft-cited writing, Smailes (1955) suggests 
that: town map analysis be supplemented by field-observations, which include rapid 
reconnaissance surveys of broad morphological features and some emphasis on 
individual buildings; and scope for classification, characterisation, and recognition of 
various regional types of townscape through comparative morphological studies, 
rather than through the usual functional categorisation. In the 1960s, along with the 
renewal of interest in urban form studies worldwide, Conzen’s seminal work on 
Alnwick (1960) was published and marked a defining moment for the British urban 
morphogenetic research tradition.  
2.2.5 Early Morphogenetic tradition in Italy  
In Italy, Marzot (2002) argued that the development of the morphological 
school was distinct in a sense, because of its close relationship to both traditional and 
innovative approaches, and to both pre-industrial and modern approaches, with 
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 regard to urban form. In order to demonstrate the integration or theoretical similarity 
of historical and modernist ideas, key urban theorists such as Gustavo Giovannoni 
identified that in a morphological process, form shows innate transformational 
possibilities, but is preserved. Later, Giuseppe Pagano, after a detailed study of 
Italian rural settlements, also concludes that “form is preserved even when the 
original functional needs cease to apply” (Pagano & Daniel, 1936 as cited in Marzot, 
2002, p. 62). Thus, Pagano arrived at the idea of typological process with reference 
to rural settlements.   
2.2.6 Three schools of urban morphology: Revival of urban form study 
In the late 1920s, there was a major development in urban studies, initiated by 
Bobek’s (1927) publications. This was furthered by Christeller’s (1933) pioneering 
treatise on central place theory, which generated a significant research focus on 
urban functions and structures (as cited in Heineberg, 2007; Hofmeister, 2004; 
Whitehand, 1981, 1987).  
After a phase of decline when scholars showed less interest in urban form 
studies, they experienced a resurgence of interest in the 1960s. From that point on, 
even though many scholars of various disciplines from around the world contributed 
to morphological research, the core urban morphology studies were primarily 
concentrated in Britain, Italy and France. The three main schools of urban 
morphology that emerged were the British Conzenian, the Italian Muratorian, and the 
French Versailles schools (Moudon, 1994, 1997).  
Moudon (1994, 1997) argues that while all three schools had a common 
tradition concerning the study of built landscape, with respect to morphological 
theory building, their purposes were different. It should be noted that the pioneers of 
these schools came from various disciplines: Conzen was a geographer, Muratori 
was an architect-planner and, in the French school, Lefebvre and Boudon were 
sociologists. This accounted for their differing purposes. In summary, the Conzenian 
school aimed at developing a “theory of city building”, with questions such as “how 
cities are built and why”; the Muratorian school aimed at building a “theory of city 
design”, with a focus on “how cities should be built”; and the Versailles school 
aimed at developing assessment methods to evaluate the “impact of past design 
theories on city building”, with questions about “what should be built and what has 
actually been built” (Moudon, 1997, p. 8). 
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 2.2.7 British school of urban morphology: Conzenian tradition 
Conzen theorises town-plan analysis in his seminal detailed morphological 
study (1960) of Alnwick, a market town in England. While studying in Germany, he 
was exposed to its strong geographical urban morphology research tradition 
(Heineberg, 2007; Whitehand, 2012). Influenced by the works of Schluter, Geisler, 
Bobek (1927) and his teacher Louis (1936), Conzen (Whitehand, 1987) became 
interested in morphological studies. The cultural philosophy of Cassirer (1944) and 
the townscape analysis of Smailes (1955) also influenced Conzen’s (1960) 
morphological approach.  
2.2.8 Italian school of urban morphology: Muratorian tradition 
In a reaction to Modernist  theories of architectural and urban studies, Muratori 
conceptualises operational history, a form of morphological theory, as a method of 
urban analysis of traditional cities such as Venice and Rome (Kropf, 1993; Moudon, 
1997). Although Muratori started to develop his ideas from a stance that was critical 
of the positivist approach of Modernist architecture in traditional towns and cities, he 
did not share the views of architectural conservatives, who tended to include almost 
every building on heritage lists. During his detailed study of Venice (1959) and 
Rome (1963), Muratori first applied concepts of type, fabric, organism and operative 
history to the systematic survey of these historic towns (as cited in Cataldi, Maffei, & 
Vaccaro, 2002). His philosophical concept of urban theory was influenced by the 
Hegelian philosophy of Benedetto Croce (Gauthier, 2005; Kropf, 2001). Muratori 
also conceptualised the theory of operative history based on his study of historic 
towns. Notable among his disciples, Caniggia interpreted Muratori’s theory of 
operative history into a more operational theory of typological process (Caniggia & 
Maffei, 2001). 
2.2.9 Versailles school of urban morphology 
In France, the study of urban form emerged from a post-world-war 
reconstruction background, and as a reaction to a Modernist  planning approach 
(Darin, 1998). Following the widespread reform of architectural and urban studies in 
1968, which included the closure of the Architecture School of the Ecole des Beaux-
Arts, a number of independent schools of architecture and an architecture department 
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 were established to encourage urban research. Since the 1970s, urban form study in 
France has emerged as a distinct research field.  
In morphological studies, the French schools of architecture had a strong 
sociological dimension due to their connection with philosophers (in particular, 
Henri Lefebvre), architectural historians, geographers and planners (Moudon, 1997). 
Following Muratori’s typo-morphological approach, Bernard Huet in the Paris 
School of Architecture led a number of studies on the birth of modern cities in 
France and Sicily. In the Versailles school of architecture, Jean Castex, Philipe 
Panerai and Jean-Charles Depaule adopted the same approach in their research on 
urban block. This research was considered to be an exemplary typo-morphological 
study (Darin, 1998).  
Concerned about the effects of the fragmentary and non-hierarchical nature of 
collaboration in French research institutions, Darin (1998) questioned the status of 
the French school of urban morphology as a distinct morphological research 
tradition. However, urban morphologists do suggest that the typo-morphological 
studies carried out by the Versailles school of urban morphology and French 
researchers had taken up a distinct position between the British and Italian schools of 
urban morphology, in incorporating both geographical, urban design, and 
sociological issues (Gauthier & Gilliland, 2006; Moudon, 1994, 1997). 
2.2.10 Morphological methods: Typological process and town-plan analysis  
Among the three schools of urban morphology, only the British and Italian 
schools postulated definitive analytical methods for studying the built landscape. The 
Italian school theorised typological process and the British school developed town-
plan study as morphological research method. Concerning urban morphological 
theories, Kropf (2009) suggested process typological (typological process), historic-
geographical (town-plan analysis) process as two major theories.  
2.2.11 Review of Town-plan analysis 
Conzen (1960), in his study of Alnwick, asserts that townscape is the 
morphological expression of the geographical character of a town. In his analysis 
(Figure 2.2), he identifies the following aspects of a town: the morphological aspect 
(townscape or urban landscape), the functional aspect, the socioeconomic context, 
the site (location), and development (change). Conzen’s (1960; Kropf, 1993) 
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 analyses focus on the townscape or morphological aspect, in particular, on the town 
plan. 
 
Figure 2.2. Conzen’s town-plan analysis (Diagram prepared by author and derived from Conzen, 
2004; Kropf, 1993) 
The morphological aspect or townscape is defined by Conzen (1960, p. 3) as “a 
combination of town plan, pattern of building forms, and pattern of land use”. He 
identifies three features of the morphological aspect (townscape): town plan, land 
utilisation pattern and building fabric. All three features are interlinked. The town 
plan feature is analysed in critical detail, and is classified into three hierarchical 
components: street system, plot pattern (street block) and building pattern (block 
plan) (Figure 2.3). The elemental components are street, plot and building. Any 
combination of these elements produces plan-units, and the grouping of 
morphogenetic plan units generates plan-division. The plan-division is an aggregate 
of areas termed as ‘kernel’ or ‘old town’. Again, the combination of town plan, land 
utilisation pattern and building fabric results in a townscape cell or morphotope 
(Kropf, 1993). 
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Figure 2.3. Elements of town plan (Conzen & Whitehand, 1981, p. 26) 
Of the remaining aspects, the functional aspect includes inter-human activities, 
and human interactions with the built landscape; the socioeconomic context 
encompasses the larger area or geographical region in which the town is set; the site 
or location includes the built and unbuilt area of the town; and development or 
change – or morphogenesis – is defined as change over time in all aspects 
(morphological, functional and socioeconomic) of a built landscape. 
2.2.12 Review of Typological process  
Caniggia (2001) started with a classification of the spatial (copresence) and 
temporal (derivation) relationships in the built environment. Through the analysis of 
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 spatial relations (copresence), he postulated a set of abstract hierarchical subdivisions 
(Figure 2.4 - Figure 2.6) which can be applied either to an individual building or to a 
city or town. These subdivisions are: elements, structures of elements, systems of 
structures and the organism of systems.  
First, this subdivision set is applied to an individual building. In hierarchical 
order, building materials are considered as elements. Building components such as 
walls, floors and roofs are considered as structures of elements. In combination, the 
structures of elements form rooms, stairs and corridors, which are defined as systems 
of structures. These systems of structures are organized to form the building, which 
is defined as an organism. 
At the next level, the same subdivision set is applied to a town. At this level, 
buildings are defined as elements. An aggregate of buildings forms a tissue (urban 
tissue), which is defined as structures of elements. Tissues are combined to form a 
district (region/parish/quarter), which is considered as the systems of structures. The 
systems of structures or districts combine to form the organism of systems, or town. 
 
Figure 2.4. Analogous scale: Caniggia’s general categories of objects and their interrelationships 
(Kropf, 1993, p. 401) 
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Figure 2.5. Objects of different scale: Two sense of the relation ‘contain’ (Kropf, 1993, p. 401) 
 
Figure 2.6. Caniggia’s Typological process (Caniggia & Maffei, 2001; Kropf, 1993) 
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 2.2.13 Typological process: Internalist and externalist approaches  
Following the theoretical development of typological process and town-plan 
analysis, contemporary discourse in morphological theory classifies two distinct 
approaches: internalist and externalist. These approaches attempt to explain whether 
built form is an independent system or a passive product of external determinants 
(Gauthier & Gilliland, 2006). There is a great amount of literature covering the 
externalist approach, which theorises urban form as the product of social, 
geographical, political and economic systems. While taking into account that urban 
form is the passive product of external systems, the urban morphologists who 
subscribe to the internalist approach (Figure 2.7), contend that there is a particular 
logic dictating the configuration of urban form. 
 
Figure 2.7. Mapping urban morphology: Internalist approach in urban morphology (Gauthier & 
Gilliland, 2006) 
In urban morphology, one of the common objectives is to identify that “there 
are rules of transformation over time that dictate changes to the fabric; and the 
organisation and development of fabric are not random but follow laws”(Levy, 1999, 
p. 79). In describing the internalist approach, morphologists argue that the “built 
environment, very much like language, has a recognisable structure of its own and 
that, accordingly, in the course of its evolution, numerous transformations could find 
their primary explanation in the constraints and potential for change present within 
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 the structure itself” (Gauthier, 2005, p. 87). Taking the internalist approach, urban 
morphologists explore morphological explanations for built form transformations, 
rather than resorting to explanations based on external social conditions (Gauthier, 
2005). 
In discussing the conceptualisation of type and the typological transformation 
process, Gauthier (2005) offers a conceptual diagram (Figure 2.8) that illustrates how 
type develops within the typological process in the built environment. He (2005, p. 
88) further argues that the character of morphogenesis is autonomous, and asserts 
that “some morphological transformations obey morphological necessities”. He 
labels them as endogenous determinants that are in opposition to exterior impulses or 
exogenous determinants.  
In Gauthier’s (2005) diagram (Figure 2.8), form is interpreted as being 
generated through its morphological necessities or endogenous determinants at the 
first level; however, at the second level, the type is generated through the 
machinations of both endogenous and exogenous determinants. The third level is 
termed as ‘supra-structural configuration’, a complex dialectic between the type 
(cultural model) and the external social factors that require its recodification.  
 
Figure 2.8. The structuration of built environments (Gauthier, 2005) 
Gauthier (2005) further asserts that these codifications and recodifications of 
type are best explained by colonial urbanism, where designers have a free hand in 
reshaping traditional settlements through the implementation of external cultural 
Social Demand  on the 
Type (recodification) 
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 models. In an ideal situation, the local building tradition can internalise the external 
built form models to produce a recodified type. In discussing this transformation of 
types, Kropf (2001) suggests drawing a parallel with the Darwinian view of 
evolution. He asserts that the typological process represents an example of 
phylogenetic change, featuring reproduction, variation and viability (Kropf, 2001).   
Concerning the external social factors that influence the built from 
transformation, Habraken (1998, p. 7) points out that “if built environment is an 
organicism, it is so by virtue of human intervention: people imbue it with life and 
spirit of a place”. He also argues that control causes transformation, hence defining 
the interplay between people and the built environment (Habraken, 1998). This 
suggests the human tendency to impose order on environments; thus, forms are 
considered before they are built.  
2.2.14 Typological process and traditional settlements 
 In Italy, Giancarlo Cataldi (2002), a disciple of the Muratorian tradition, 
investigated traditional settlements (with his assistants) in an attempt to test the 
hypothesis of typological process (Figure 2.9). The study was more in line with 
Caniggia’s (2001) earlier study on the base type of dwellings (Figure 2.10), and with 
more elaborate studies of the typological transformation of row and apartment houses 
in Rome (Figure 2.11). In a continuation of these studies, other comparative studies 
were undertaken on small and medium sized towns in the context of cultural identity 
and the distinctive character of various sub-regional areas (Cataldi, et al., 2002). 
 
Figure 2.9. Overview of dwelling typologies (Cataldi, et al., 2002)    
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Figure 2.10. Base types (Caniggia & Maffei, 2001) 
 
Figure 2.11. Caniggia’s study on transformation: Row house and Apartment house, Rome (Kropf, 
1993)  
2.2.15 Urban form analysis technique: Figure-ground theory 
Any urban environment has its own pattern of built form and open space. 
Aspects of urban life ways can be explained by examining this simple duality 
between built and unbuilt space (Lozano, 1990). As a morphological method for 
plan-criticism, the figure-ground analysis is a powerful graphic tool to address the 
relationship between built and open space (Jong & Voordt, 2002). Founded on the 
study of the ratio of mass and open space, this analysis illustrates the mass-void 
relationship in a plan view to explain the structure of the urban spaces; and identify 
the textures, patterns and existing problems of the urban fabric (Jong & Voordt, 
2002; Trancik, 1986). This method is also useful in revealing the distinctive 
characteristic of a particular urban space (Trancik, 1986). Giambattista Nolli’s 
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 famous map of Rome (Figure 2.12), drawn in 1748, is an excellent illustration of 
figure-ground analysis that reveals the urban space as a system of solids and voids.  
 
Figure 2.12. Giambattista Nolli’s map of Rome (Bacon, 1976, p. 161) 
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 2.3 CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS: THE STUDY AREA 
2.3.1 Chittagong Hill Tracts: Geography, Landscape and Climate 
The study area, known as the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), is a mountainous, 
forested region on the south-eastern border of Bangladesh. The current CHT 
comprises a total area of 13 189 sq. km, or 5089 square miles (Roy, 2000), and 
comprises ten percent of the total land area of the country. In addition to its scenic 
landscape, the region is distinct for its highland population of ethno-linguistic 
diversity. 
The geographical location of CHT is between 91º 45’ and 92º 50’ East 
longitude and 21º 35’ and 23º 45’ North latitude (Loffler, 2012). The highland border 
region is wedged between India and Burma (Myanmar) (Figure 2.13). Other than 
India – which surrounds the country on almost all sides – this makes the CHT in 
Bangladesh the only area that shares a boundary with one other country (Myanmar). 
Bounded by the Chittagong plains on the west, the region shares an international 
border with the Rakhain and Chin states of Myanmar on the south and southeast, and 
with the Indian states, Mizoram and Tripura, on the east and north-west.  
Geographically, the CHT highland – with gradual elevation toward the east in 
three to four ranges – is part of the large mountain chains that extend from the west 
of Myanmar to the eastern Himalayas in China. This region represents the only 
distinct landscape of mountains and dense forests in Bangladesh. The hills rise to an 
altitude of approximately 500-700 m (Brauns & Loffler, 1990; Loffler, 2012), in a 
flood-plain country where the average elevation is less than 5 m. All the high altitude 
mountains are located in this region, with the country’s highest peak Kyokra-Tong 
(the Burmese term for ‘stony mountain’) recorded at 1300 m (Brauns & Loffler, 
1990; Loffler, 2012).  
The mountains, with their steep slopes and narrow ridges, are formed primarily 
of sandstone and shale (Hutchinson, 1909). Abundant stones can be found in the 
river-beds and rivulets. The mountains and valleys are covered with virgin forests, 
with vegetation ranging from semi-evergreen (deciduous) to tropical evergreen (Roy, 
2000). Generally, the region’s topography can be separated into two broad zones – 
hill valleys and plains. 
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 The region’s four main rivers, traversing down the mountain ranges, divide it 
into four valleys. Among the rivers, the Feni River is located in the north, creating a 
natural boundary with Tripura state (India); the Karnafuli (Kynsa Khyoung) and the 
Sangu (Khyoung) flow across the central parts; and the Matamuri (Moree Khyoung) 
cuts through the southern parts (Lewin, 1869; Hutchinson, 1909; Brauns & Loffler, 
1990; Loffler, 2012). These rivers, navigating between inaccessible mountain ranges, 
provided access to various parts of the CHT in earlier times, and continue to do so 
today.  
CHT has a tropical monsoon climate with generally hot-humid summers and 
dry-cool winters. The region receives its maximum rainfall between May and 
September, and has an average annual rainfall of 100 in., or 2.5 m (Loffler, 2012). 
During the rainy season, heavy precipitation erodes parts of the hill slopes. As an 
area receiving a high amount of precipitation, its climatic features are similar to 
Cherrapunji (in the Assam state of India) – an area famous for having the highest 
annual rainfall in the world. Generally, the wind direction in summer is from the 
south-west, while during winter it is from the north. The relative humidity of CHT 
lies between 90 and 100% during the rainy season (Loffler, 2012). Generally, in 
winter, the valleys are covered with heavy fog during the night and for most of the 
day. The temperature drops below 10ºC in the valleys and plains during January and 
February of this period (Loffler, 2012). There is less humidity in the summer months, 
making the middle of the day relatively pleasant compared to the afternoons and 
evenings when fog reappears. Currently, the valleys and plains experience an average 
temperature of 20ºC-30ºC; however, heatwaves sometimes push the temperature 
above 40ºC (Loffler, 2012). Alternatively, during summer, the temperatures on the 
mountain ridges are cooler than the temperatures below. In contrast, in the dry 
season, the north-east monsoon wind blowing on top of the mountain ridges creates a 
clearer and warmer night environment in the mountains, compared to the valleys and 
plains. 
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Figure 2.13. CHT in the context of South Asia and Southeast Asia (U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, 
2007) 
2.3.2 CHT Highland groups 
The indigenous population of CHT is a collection of highland groups living in 
its hills and valleys. The hill population, numbering about 1 000 000, constitutes 
slightly more than one percent of the total population of Bangladesh. In contrast to 
mainland Bengali people, the hill groups are of Sino-Tibetan descent, of Mongoloid 
type, and speak Sino-Tibetan languages (Loffler, 2012). These groups are ethno-
linguistically related to the highland communities living in the vast mountain region 
that sprawls across Tibet, North-east India, Burma and Southern China (Bessaignet, 
1958). The groups collectively refer to themselves as ‘Jumma’. While outwardly the 
highland groups share commonality in cultural features, each group has its own 
language, rituals, social organisation and practices. This multiplicity of cultures is 
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 subsequently evident in the settlement types and patterns of the highland groups. 
Therefore, each group offers a distinct case for research relating to its housing form 
and settlement pattern. 
It is tempting to paint these societies as ‘noble savages’ or ‘nature’s children’. 
However, “Nothing could be farther from the truth than to picture the inhabitants of 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts as primitives, if one means by that term survivors of some 
prehistoric age in their pristine purity” (Bessaignet, 1958, p. 2). Despite the historical 
fact that the highlanders escaped the direct rule of states due to their geographical 
remoteness, they were not isolated societies totally shut out from neighbouring 
cultures. Although inaccessible mountains and dense forests slowed down the 
civilisation process, cultures intermingled nonetheless. The strong influence of 
neighbouring indic and sinic cultures is demonstrated by the simple fact that the 
major hill groups are traditional followers of Hinduism and Buddhism, and are 
organised around similar feudal structures (Bessaignet, 1958). Being at the edge of 
these dominant state cultures, the highlanders had access to both cultural models: the 
South Asian (that is, Indian, in the form of the Bengali cultural variant, the Bengali 
Hindu society), and the Southeast Asian (that is, Chinese, in the form of the Burmese 
or Arakanese variant) (van Schendel, 1992). Over time, the influence of these two 
competing cultural models fluctuated among the hill groups (van Schendel, 1992). 
The highland groups who have inhabited, or are currently living in CHT are, 
namely: the Bawm, Chak (Sak), Chakma (Tsakma), Khumi, Khyang, Marma 
(Mranma), Murung (also referred to as the Uchay/Hill Tripura), Mru, Lushai, 
Pangkhua (Pankhua), Reeang (Riang), Shendoo (Shendu), Tangchangya, and Tripura 
(Tippera). In faith, they are followers of Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, and 
variants of animism. Among the major hill groups, at one end of the spectrum, the 
Marma leans more towards its cultural practices of Burmese or Arakanese origin 
while, at other end, the Tripura are strongly influenced by Bengali Hindu culture. 
Even though Bengali Muslim is the dominant state culture in Bangladesh, some hill 
groups strive to maintain their cultural link. 
2.3.3 CHT History: The Highland and its People 
The earliest western historical references to CHT can be found in the colonial 
descriptions (Dutch and Portuguese maps) of the 1600s (Figure 2.14). At that period, 
Chittagong and CHT were under Arakan rule (Campos, 1919), and the Arakanese 
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 king employed Portuguese soldiers as mercenaries to fight with the Mughal empire 
(Brauns & Loffler, 1990). Historically, the Bengal region (which included the CHT 
region) was a theatre of war for the adjacent powers: the Mughal, the Tripura 
(present Tripura state in India) and the Arakan (the present Rakhain state of 
Myanmar) (van Schendel, 1992). In 1666, the Mughal conquered Chittagong (Figure 
2.15) and part of CHT (Campos, 1919). A reduced Arakan kingdom (Figure 2.16) 
was later conquered by the Burman empire (Burma). Historical references to the 
revenues and hill chiefs’ chronicles indicate that during the Mughal rule (1666-
1857), the CHT stayed in a tributary status, internally administered by hill chiefs 
(Bessaignet, 1958).  
 
Figure 2.14. A Dutch map (1600s) of CHT on the border of Bengal and Arakan (Blaeu, 1638) 
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Figure 2.15. CHT under Arakan and Mughal dominion, 1666 (Campos, 1919) 
Arakan  dominion , prior to  1666 (in Chittagong  and CHT) 
Old Capital  of Arakan 
Mughal  attack Arakan in 1666 
Mughal border  with Arakan , post  1666 
Portuguese churches/parishes 
International  border since  1947 
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Figure 2.16. Chittagong and CHT under Mughal control and a reduced Arakan in 1800s (Constable 
and Co., 1827)  
At the end of Mughal rule, the British formally annexed the Chittagong Hills 
region in 1860 (Hutchinson, 1909; Lewin, 1869). At the beginning of the British 
administration, CHT was a single district that covered part of the Chittagong plain 
alongside the hill areas, a larger area than it is now (Lewin, 1869; Roy, 2000). Later, 
however, its regional boundaries were pushed towards the hills. At first, CHT was 
divided into two administrative areas or circles (Figure 2.17), Rangamati and 
Bandarban. Later, the Khagrachari district was carved out of the Rangamati district, 
and the administrative division still exists. The main towns were named after the 
district names of Rangamati, Bandarban (with the local name of ‘Myawk-chhey-
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 koing’), and Khagrachari (with the local name of ‘Chengmi’) (Figure 2.18). The 
CHT region was relatively peaceful under British rule because the British separated 
the hill regions from the rest of the dominion and enacted the Special Status Act 
1900 for the area.   
 
 
Figure 2.17. CHT’s two circles or administrative regions after British annexation in 1860 (Bessaignet, 
1958) 
34 Chapter 2: Literature Review 
  
Figure 2.18. Current Chittagong Hill Tracts including its three districts (Adnan & Dastidar, 2011)  
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 There is only a limited number of ethnographic and travel descriptions by 
colonial administrators and European travellers that depict life in the hills during this 
period. The most cited resource is an ethnographic description (in the form of three 
books) by Captain T. H. Lewin, who lived in the hills for a long period, integrated 
closely with the hill groups, and travelled far into remote parts of the region. His 
ethnographic narratives about the hill groups in the CHT are the most detailed, as 
they explore their possible origins, languages, lifestyles, and culture. They also 
provide a vivid description of the geographic area, and its flora and fauna. In his 
books, he categorises the hill groups according to their topographic locations and 
their taxation status. The route map (Figure 2.19) of the hill groups, which indicates 
possible migration movements, is based on his descriptions.  
Another colonial resource, the Gazetteer Report by Hutchinson (1909), is also 
widely cited. However, it contains a number of misconstrued assumptions and is less 
informative about the smaller groups. Nevertheless, the gazetteer provides useful 
data about the geographic area, the location of the hill groups, their culture, and the 
first census figures.  
Francis Buchanan’s travel descriptions of CHT are also a major data source 
(Hamilton & van Schendel, 1992). They compare the hill groups with other hill 
groups in the southeast region. He notes a number of hill groups, which, although 
geographically separated and located in far-flung areas, share similar cultures, 
languages and lifestyles, and even see themselves as sharing the same cultural 
identity. 
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Figure 2.19. Movement of CHT hill groups in pre-British (1860) era (Map drawn by Author, derived 
from the ethnographic description by Lewin, 1869)  
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 After the end of the British rule, when the Pakistan Government (1947-1971) 
came into power, the Special Act status was withdrawn. In 1960, part of the region 
was inundated to make way for a hydroelectric project, resulting in mass 
displacement and deforestation. This event had a massive impact on the landscape 
and its people.  
A few geographers and anthropologists came to study the locale and its hill 
groups during this period. Geographer Sopher came to CHT just prior to the hydro 
project and published papers depicting the lifestyle of the hill groups in relation to 
their dwelling types and economy. In his ethnographic study, he classifies the groups 
into three groups according to the topographic location of their dwellings: ridge-top, 
valley, and transitional settlements. Figure 2.20 and Figure 2.21 show the ridge-top 
village patterns of two hill groups: Lushai and Pankhua. Sopher’s classification is 
similar to Lewin’s observations of the hill groups, and their two classifications of 
topographic distributions are combined for comparison in Figure 2.22.  
Other sources include Claude Levi-Strauss’ paper on the kinship systems of 
three tribes that was published after a short visit to CHT (Lévi-Strauss, 1952). Later, 
Bessaignet studied the hill groups during his stay as faculty in Pakistan, and 
published a number of papers as a result. 
 
Figure 2.20. Example of ridge-top hill settlements (Sopher, 1964)  
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Figure 2.21. Example of ridge-top hill settlements (Sopher, 1964) 
 
Figure 2.22. Topographic distribution of hill groups (Diagram prepared by Author, derived from 
Lewin, 1869; Sopher, 1964) 
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 Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan) gained independence from Pakistan in 
1971, and the CHT region came under new rule. The political situation was marked 
by ethnic conflicts, and insurgency continued until the late 1990s. Even though the 
signing of the CHT Peace Accord ended the armed struggle in 1997, many issues 
remain unresolved a decade later (Levene, 1999; Mohsin, 2003; Panday & Jamil, 
2009; Roy, 2000).  
The majority population of Bangladesh is Bengali (or Bangalee), and has the 
same language, cuisine and culture as West Bengal (the present state of India). The 
country was part of the Bengal region during the British rule. The country is on a 
floodplain, crisscrossed by numerous rivers. However, the plains and lowlands 
suddenly give way to mountains and dense forests.  
The hilly CHT region is ethnically diverse compared to the mainland 
population on the plains. Although the hill communities use a number of languages, 
practice different faiths and follow diverse social practices, they have been 
cohabiting peacefully in the region for centuries (Brauns & Loffler, 1990; van 
Schendel, 1992; van Schendel, et al., 2000). In a relatively recent ethnographic study 
on the Mru, one of the hill communities, Brauns and Loffler (1990) primarily focus 
on their social and anthropological aspects. As part of this study, they also discuss 
the Mru dwellings (Figure 2.23).  
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Figure 2.23. Plan of Mru house (Brauns & Loffler, 1990)  
2.3.4 Urbanisation in CHT 
Current urbanisation in CHT is now focused on its three major towns: 
Khagrachari, Rangamati and Bandarban (Figure 2.24 - Figure 2.26). In CHT, 
generally, these towns function as natural hubs of administration, commerce, 
education, health and transportation facilities in their own districts. The major hub of 
the region is Rangamati, with an urbanisation rate of 67%, while the two other major 
towns – Bandarban (47%) and Khagrachari (62%) – are not far behind (Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics, 2011).  
Due to region wide ethnic conflict from late 1970s to 1990s, all three towns 
had a low urban growth rate. However, showing an apparent correlation to the peace 
accord in 1997, the CHT urban growth accelerated in the mid- to late 1990s. Since 
colonial times, Rangamati town has been the regional centre of CHT. However, there 
is no apparent primacy issue, as all three are secondary cities and the difference in 
growth is minimal.  
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Figure 2.24. Khagrachari town of Khagrachari district (Google) 
 
Figure 2.25. Rangamati town of Rangamati district (Google)  
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Figure 2.26. Bandarban town of Bandarban district (Google) 
Compared to the urban areas, it is generally assumed that the villages in rural 
areas are monolithic in community structure, and grouped around a single 
community. According to a recent report of UNDP (2009), the CHT villages can be 
grouped into four broad categories: (i) mono-hill group villages, (ii) multi-hill group 
villages, (iii) mixed villages consisting of hill groups and Bengali, and (iv) Bengali 
villages. The report observes that the majority of CHT villages (57%) fall into the 
first category (the mono-hill group). The next significant percentage (20%) 
represents the second category (multi-hill group). This is followed by 16% Bengali- 
only villages, and 7% mixed villages of Bengali and hill groups (UNDP-CHTDF, 
2009). The following figure (Figure 2.27) illustrates the distribution of CHT village 
types. 
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Figure 2.27. CHT village categories based on community composition (UNDP-CHTDF, 2009) 
The usual assumption that towns are more diverse and rural settlements more 
monolithic, probably corroborates Brauns and Loffler’s ethnographic description 
below. 
If there is anywhere on earth where one can find within an area of a few 
square miles several groups exhibiting distinctly different cultures, then it is 
in certain regions of the southern Chittagong Hill Tracts. Here within one 
and the same mouza (group of villages), one may find four groups speaking 
completely different languages, building different types of houses, wearing 
different clothing and following different customs and different religions. 
(Brauns & Loffler, 1990) 
2.3.5 Dwellings 
 In CHT, the platform house or stilt dwelling is the most identifiable type of 
built form adopted by all hill groups, and a closer examination reveals that each 
group has its own variant of the type. The Bengali house form, on the other hand, is 
the courtyard type. The hill dwellings are made with bamboo or timber, which is 
common in the hilly region. They have varying functions, such as temples, rest-
houses and store-houses (Brauns & Loffler, 1990; Chakma, 2003; Lewin, 1869; 
Sopher, 1964). The hill dwellers live in community clusters, and generally prefer two 
distinct zones: the ridge-top and the valley (streamside). 
2.3.6 Zomia: Highlands of Asia  
One of the largest remaining non-state spaces in the world, if not the largest, 
is the vast expanse of uplands, variously termed the Southeast Asian Massif 
and, more recently, Zomia. This great mountain realm on the marches of 
mainland Southeast Asia, China, India, and Bangladesh sprawls across 
roughly 2.5 million square kilometres – an area roughly the size of Europe. 
44 Chapter 2: Literature Review 
 ... Rough calculations would put Zomia minority populations alone at around 
eighty million to one hundred million. Its peoples are fragmented into 
hundreds of ethnic identities and at least five language families that defy any 
simple classification … Zomia is marginal in almost every respect. It lies at 
a great distance from the main centres of economic activity; it bestrides a 
contact zone between eight nation-states and several religious traditions and 
cosmologies. Zomia, a term for highlander common to several related 
Tibeto-Burman languages spoken in the India-Bangladesh-Burma border 
area. (Scott, 2009, pp. 13-14)  
To provide a notional theoretical framework for their area studies, 
anthropologists and geographers referred to the highlands of Asia as ‘Zomia’ (Scott, 
2009; van Schendel, 2002) or ‘Southeast Asian Massif’ (Michaud, 2006). In a recent 
thought-provoking work, Scott (2009) generates academic debate by declaring that 
Zomia (Figure 2.28) was a non-state space in pre-modern times. His (Scott’s) 2009 
theoretical framework can be used for comparative studies in similar cultural areas. 
 
Figure 2.28. Map of Zomia (van Schendel, 2002) 
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 2.4 SUMMARY 
Literature review reveals that there is very limited range of documentation 
available regarding CHT’s urban settlements. Plagued by underdevelopment, for 
decades, there has not been much progress in developing documentation of its 
settlements. Endemic of many developing countries, there is even lack of 
cartographic data or survey (cadastral) records. Since Sopher’s (1964) study of rural 
neighbourhoods and Lewin’s (1869) ethnographic observations of remote villages, 
no attempt has been made to document the settlement patterns of urban CHT. 
In such a situation, morphological study at a neighbourhood scale or on a small 
urban area has increased potential in informing about the particular context of the 
settlement. The scale of documentation work is also in keeping with the possible 
constraints of doing fieldwork at CHT’s urban neighbourhoods, lacking in 
cartographic data. Studies can focus on surveying and recording built form types of 
the neighbourhoods, representative of particular cultures. Morpho-typological 
understanding of neighbourhoods can be the primary step in undertaking 
morphological study of urban CHT. In turn, the knowledge base will help to 
formulate planning guidelines for preserving the continuation of the character of the 
CHT towns. 
One of the primary issues in the urbanisation process is control. As Habraken 
(1998) points out, people with the power of control cause the transformation in the 
built environment. With their loss of political power, the hill groups have been 
vulnerable to these external factors. With regard to the cultural aspects of 
transformation, Van Schendel (1992) observes that external factors forced the hill 
groups to either opt for ethnic fusion (into Bengali culture) or ethnic persistence (to 
carry on their traditional systems). However, both pathways call for cultural 
obliteration, in some sense. Thus, according to Van Schendel (1992), the hill groups 
opted instead for ethnic innovation (ethnogenesis). From their perspective, this 
cultural resistance, a sort of internalist/resilience approach, is helping them to cope 
with the external determinants.  
In CHT, the base type dwelling (the platform house or stilt dwelling) is a pre-
existing built form model adopted by all the hill groups. This vernacular built form is 
recognised (Oliver, 1997) as a distinct traditional structure. With increasing 
urbanisations, indeed, there are transformations and evolutionary types aggregating 
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 into overall neighbourhood form. Nevertheless, as urbanisation brings external 
factors to bear, there are traces of rapid change in built form types of the 
neighbourhoods. Drawing from Gauthier’s (2005) conceptualisation of built form 
types in the typological process, the following conceptual diagram illustrates the 
relationship between built form types, its recodified types at neighbourhood level, 
and the external forces of urbanisation process (Figure 2.29).  
 
 
 
Figure 2.29. Relationship between built form types and the urbanisation process in CHT   
In this diagram, it is conceptualised that the traditional model of settlement 
forms and types has evolved from a base type. In this evolutionary process, the 
effects of urbanisation interact with the traditional model, to produce recodified types 
in urban areas. Thus, urbanisation is having an overarching impact on the hill group 
neighbourhoods. This research study focuses on examining this impact on the 
highland neighbourhoods.   
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 Chapter 3: Research Design and Methods 
3.1 INTRODUCTION 
This research design and methods chapter describes the methodology, design, 
cases, participants, data types, data collection strategies, analysis methods, 
instruments, and the limitations of this research. The chapter integrates the literature 
review topics – urban morphology and the CHT region – within the methodological 
framework of the research to achieve the research objectives stated in Chapter 1 
(Section 1.3). The Methodology Section (3.2) discusses the methodological point of 
view that guides the study. Next, the Research Design Section (3.3) outlines the 
various stages of the research. The Methods Section (3.4) discusses the various types 
of data collection and analysis methods adopted for the cases and participants in the 
research. The final three sections – Instruments (3.5), Ethics (3.6), and Fieldwork 
Limitations (3.7) – are self-explanatory.      
3.2 METHODOLOGY  
According to Conzen (2004), urban settlements (or towns) represent a distinct 
regional type, and morphological analysis is one of the research approaches to 
developing a systematic knowledge of it.  
In an attempt to build an epistemological map for urban research, Moudon 
(1992) discusses a wide range of methodological approaches, covering the significant 
works of Mumford, Norberg-Schulz, Appleyard, Rapoport, Bacon, Barnett, and 
(especially) Lynch (as cited in Cuthbert, 2006). In Moudon’s (1992) research, 
typology-morphology study, which examines the process of city development, is 
identified as one of the major concentrations of inquiry in urban research. On a 
similar note, Kropf (2009), in his comparative analysis of  the theories of Conzen and 
Caniggia, asserts that urban morphology is one of the methods of investigation 
through which to understand human settlements.  
Finally, in his discussion of architectural methodology with respect to urban 
form in Britain, Bandini (1992) notes the lack of methods in the social sciences and 
humanities for investigating the physical form of city development, and explains why 
urban morphology fills the gap as a research method for this particular type of 
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 research. Therefore, as this empirical study is primarily concerned with urban 
settlements in a cross-cultural context, it adopts urban morphology as its main 
research methodology. 
Mugavin (1999, pp. 95-99) draws on works that pertain to various specific 
perspectives of the built form: Braudel and Foucault for the historical; Nancy and 
Lefebvre for power relations; Foucault, Tuan, Soja, Relph and Entrekin for 
geographic reality; Benjamin, Arendt, and Walter for urban sociology; and Derrida, 
Eisenman and Tschumi for the architectural perspective. He (Mugavin, 1999) argues 
that, “urban morphology is in the mainstream of post-modern philosophical debate, 
although not often explicitly so, but rather implicitly, through its concern with place 
and form”. He outlines a three-phase analytical framework as a route to 
understanding any human settlement. The framework involves the inductive 
description of the human settlement, acknowledging its socio-spatial practices; the 
identification of relational patterns between physical fabric and its occupants; the 
identification of socio-spatial codes that integrate physical, mental and social 
concepts of  place; and the discovery of place through historical review (Mugavin, 
1999).  
Similarly, Kostof (1999) argues that familiarity or precise knowledge of 
cultural conditions is essential for the correct reading of settlement form. He stresses 
the need for a deductive (historical) review of documents and maps, using inductive 
field observation methods to develop an understanding of the cultural conditions. In 
his (1999, p. 10) own words:  
Walking in an old town centre, sketching it and thinking about it, is 
instructive in a direct way. It is the first indispensable step. But it will not tell 
us what really happened until we turn to the archives, the history books, the 
old maps – until we assemble all the evidence, some of it often 
contradictory, that will happen to explain how a particular downtown got the 
look it now has.  
From a research methodology perspective, it is suggested that the articulation 
of research questions leads to particular objectives, research strategies and 
methodologies. The research strategies provide a starting point for answering the 
research questions. According to Blaikie (2007, 2009), the selection of these 
strategies depends on both theoretical and practical considerations, such as the 
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 overall research aim; training in, and familiarity with, particular research traditions; 
the available resources; and possible constraints. The same factors are also applicable 
to the selection of methodologies or tactics. In urban research, for a given study, a 
variety of strategies and methodologies can be adopted while, at the same time, 
maintaining coherence and consistency within a particular system of inquiry (Groat 
& Wang, 2002).  
3.2.1 Research Strategies 
This morphological study is the first of its type related to the CHT. Even taking into 
consideration the wider highland region at the cross-border of India, China, 
Bangladesh and Myanmar (Burma), there is very limited study of the physical form 
of the growing urban development in the hill towns. Therefore, the first three 
associated research questions are of an exploratory nature, and the research adopted 
an inductive strategy to explore the built forms and spatial patterns of the case 
settlements. To address the final question, the research adopted a deductive strategy 
to evaluate the underpinnings of urban morphology theories with regard to this 
particular site context.     
3.2.2 Theoretical Framework  
To define theory, Moore (as cited in Groat & Wang, 2002, p. 75)  asserts that it 
is “a set of interrelated concepts held as an explanation for observable phenomena by 
recourse to unobserved, more abstract principles”. Groat and Wang (2002, p. 75) 
summarise theory in relation to methodologies: Theories tend to offer generalized 
descriptions about a condition that claim to fit all instances of the behaviour of that 
condition. Research methodologies, however, tend to be much more specific. At the 
level of research strategy, a specific ‘way of knowing’ the world is usually selected 
to test the claims of a theory. Depending upon the theory in question, there are 
usually ‘good fits’ between that theory and the research strategy chosen to test it. 
In this research, urban morphology has acted as the underpinning ‘theory’ and, 
as determined by the literature review, morphological theories such as town-plan 
analysis and typological process are the ‘way of knowing’ the subject – that is 
specific research methods. The two approaches are mutually complementary. While 
typological process focuses on individual building types and their evolution relating 
to overall city form, town-plan analysis emphasises a city’s development process. 
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 Simply put, the first process is more of an atomistic approach, while the second is 
more holistic in nature. In discussing morphological theories, Kropf (2009) contends 
that the use of physical form of human settlements as a common referential aspect to 
overlay or co-ordinate different approaches, provides a more coherent understanding 
of the built environment. A conceptual diagram (Figure 3.1) shows how these two 
theories relate to place in context. 
 
Figure 3.1. Conceptual diagram of morphological theories in relation to place 
3.2.3 Research Methodologies 
With respect to methodologies, there is scope to combine methodologies 
appropriate for achieving particular research objectives. Discussing general research 
methodology in the domain of architectural research, Groat and Wang (2002) 
identify seven major research types (Figure 3.2). Qualitative research is one of these, 
and its origin lies in the social sciences. Denzin and Lincoln (1998, p. 3) provide the 
following generic definition of qualitative research: Qualitative research is 
multimethod in focus, involving an interpretive, naturalistic approach to its subject 
matter. This means that qualitative researchers study things in their natural settings, 
attempting to make sense of, or interpret, phenomena in terms of the meanings 
people bring to them. Qualitative research involves the studied use and collection of 
a variety of empirical materials. 
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Figure 3.2. Types of architectural research methods (Groat & Wang, 2002)  
Qualitative research has four key characteristics: an emphasis on natural 
settings; a focus on interpretation and meanings; a focus on how respondents make 
sense of their own circumstances; and the use of multiple tactics (Groat & Wang, 
2002, pp. 176-177). The multi-tactic character of qualitative study as a general 
research methodology offers the flexibility to select and adjust research methods as 
the research unfolds. For these reasons, urban morphology is adopted as the main 
methodological approach in this research (Table 3.1). 
Methodology Definition Key theorists 
Urban morphology Urban morphology - the study of change in the physical form and 
shape of settlements over time – focuses on patterns of growth and 
change (Carmona, Heath, Oc, & Tiesdell, 2010). 
Muratori (1959), 
Caniggia (2001), 
Conzen (1960)  
Table 3.1. Research methodology 
3.3 RESEARCH DESIGN 
Research design is an action plan for progressing from the investigator’s 
research questions to the knowledge derived from the research (Groat & Wang, 
2002). The following figure (Figure 3.3) illustrates the stages of research design.  
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Figure 3.3. Research design 
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 3.4 METHODS 
This methods section outlines the data sources and types, the data collection, 
and analysis methods adopted in this research. The research components are framed 
in order, beginning with associated research questions and then following with 
research objectives, data sources, types and forms, data analysis methods, and 
relevant methodology. The following table (Table 3.2) illustrates how all the research 
components are interrelated. 
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 Table 3.2. Research methods 
Main Research Question Associated Research 
Questions 
Research Objectives Data sources Data types and forms Data 
analysis 
Methodology 
What settlement patterns 
characterise the urban 
neighbourhoods of the CHT 
region in Bangladesh? 
 
What characteristic 
constraints or problems are 
faced when conducting 
research on the settlement 
patterns of the CHT 
neighbourhoods?  
To examine the extent of 
constraints related to the 
research on the settlement 
patterns of the CHT 
neighbourhoods 
 
Social artefacts: 
Publications, 
archival data and 
mass media  
 
Secondary and tertiary data: 
Documents, audio-visual materials 
and physical artefacts 
Content 
analysis  
 
Urban 
morphology 
 In consideration of these 
constraints, what methods 
can be adopted to identify 
and examine the settlement 
pattern of the case 
neighbourhoods?   
 
To categorise appropriate 
methods for tracing the regional 
to neighbourhood scale of hill 
group settlement 
Social artefacts: 
Publications, 
archival data and 
mass media  
 
Secondary and tertiary data: 
Documents, audio-visual materials 
and physical artefacts 
 
Primary, secondary and tertiary data: 
Maps, drawings, plans 
Content 
analysis  
and 
Spatial 
analysis  To develop a case selection 
framework or method to identify 
the case neighbourhoods  
 What are the recurrent 
settlement patterns that 
characterise the 
morphology of the urban 
neighbourhoods in the CHT 
region? 
To analyse the recurrent 
settlement patterns of the urban 
neighbourhoods in CHT 
Natural social 
settings: Fieldwork 
at CHT sites 
 
Semi-natural 
settings: Local 
informants in CHT 
Primary data: Field observation  (non-
participant and participant), 
interviews, drawings, maps, plans and 
notes 
 
Primary data: Interviews (Structured, 
semi-structured, unstructured) 
 
Spatial 
analysis 
 How can the investigation 
of settlement pattern of the 
hill neighbourhoods 
contribute to the ongoing 
discussion of urbanisation 
in the highland regions of 
Asia? 
To discuss settlement patterns 
that characterise the morphology 
of the urban neighbourhoods in 
CHT 
Social artefacts: 
Publications, 
archival data and 
mass media  
Primary, secondary data and tertiary 
data: Documents, audio-visual 
materials and physical artefacts 
 
Primary, secondary and tertiary data: 
Maps, drawings, plans 
 
 
Spatial 
analysis  
and  
Content 
analysis   To summarise the contributions 
of the investigations of 
settlement pattern of the hill 
neighbourhoods to the ongoing 
discussion of urbanisation in the 
highland regions of Asia 
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 3.4.1 Data Sources, Types and Forms 
The research identified and selected the case neighbourhoods in CHT through a 
case selection process. Following this case selection process, the researcher 
examined the selected urban neighbourhoods through a field study in a major CHT 
town. The data were collected from the neighbourhoods of this city via field 
observations of urban neighbourhoods, interviews with research participants and 
local informants, publications (on-site and off-site), archival data, and mass media 
(that is, website) data. 
Primary data materials were collected mainly through field observations and a 
number of interviews. The field observations included participant observation (the 
researcher resided in one of the urban neighbourhoods), non-participant observation 
(the researcher visited other urban neighbourhoods), drawings (sketches), and 
mapping of the neighbourhoods. The interviews include face-to-face interviews with 
a community chief, area chiefs (headmen) and local informants.  
Secondary and tertiary data sources were collected from publications, 
monographs, archival data, public/private documents, and mass media. The data 
includes documents and audio-visual materials (photos, maps, images, audio, and 
video recordings).  
3.4.2 Cases and Participants 
Through a case selection process, the study first identified the target town from 
a number of towns in CHT. Later, this selection was narrowed down to six urban 
neighbourhoods for the field investigations. In each neighbourhood, the study 
examined the types of built form, functions and settlement patterns. The community 
chief and area chiefs of specific neighbourhoods were interviewed to gather their 
opinions of the settlements. Rapport was established prior to commencing the 
fieldwork through liaison with local informants who contacted the area chiefs and 
relevant gatekeepers in the key organizations – both government and non-
government. Approval from these local informants, gatekeepers, and area chiefs 
assisted in gaining access to the neighbourhoods, and in keeping the obtrusiveness of 
the fieldwork to a minimum. 
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 3.4.3 Data collection methods 
The planning of the field research needed to consider the climatic conditions of 
the CHT region. The climate is a tropical monsoon one, with generally hot-humid 
summers and dry-cool winters. Maximum rainfall occurs during the monsoon period, 
between May and September. There is less (or no) rainfall in winter, and the valleys 
are covered with heavy fog during the night and most of the day. Therefore, the 
period between these two extreme climatic conditions was selected for the work.  
The primary and secondary data were collected through field study in the urban 
neighbourhoods of CHT in a single phase. The researcher resided in one of the 
neighbourhoods and visited other parts of the city for data collection.  
According to Creswell (2007), the data collection process is best illustrated as a 
circle of interrelated activities (Figure 3.4). In the case of this research, the process 
started with locating the site neighbourhoods, prior to embarking on the fieldwork. 
This process of identifying the case neighbourhoods – a combination of statistical 
and mapping analysis – is detailed in the next chapter. When in the field, rapport was 
established with the respective area chiefs (headmen) through local informants to 
gain access to the respective sites.    
 
Figure 3.4. Data collection activities (Creswell, 2007) 
Prior to visiting the neighbourhoods and after their prior approval, in the first 
stage of data collection, face-to-face interviews were conducted with the town’s 
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 community and area chiefs. The interviews were useful in either confirming or 
revising the earlier neighbourhood selection. In each neighbourhood, the data 
collection process involved the following methods (Figure 3.5): preparing notes, 
making sketches, taking photographs, and recording videos. These notes, sketches, 
photographs, and videos recorded the recurrent built forms of the neighbourhood. 
Later, draft mapping of the neighbourhoods was undertaken for further analysis. 
  Methods  Data source  Data form 
     
Interviews with the community/area 
chiefs 
 Community/area chiefs  Audio recordings 
↓     
Sketching, taking photographs and videos 
of urban neighbourhoods 
 Urban neighbourhoods  Sketches/drawings, 
photos and videos 
↓     
Mapping of the neighbourhoods  Neighbourhoods  Neighbourhood maps 
Figure 3.5. Data collection methods at the field-site 
All field sketches and drawings were stored, and the hard data were later 
digitised into soft data. Caniggia’s method (Figure 3.6) of detailed studies of base-
type dwellings was adopted as a guiding principle for collecting data about the 
neighbourhoods.  This facilitated the comparison of different base-type dwellings 
and their recodified types. The site photos, audio, and video recordings were stored 
for data analysis and future research. 
Chapter 3: Research Design and Methods 59 
  
Figure 3.6. Caniggia’s comparison of building types and changes in Florence, Rome and Genoa  
(Caniggia & Maffei, 2001) 
3.4.4 Data Reduction and Analysis 
All primary data – field sketches, drawings, photos, audio, and video recording 
– were stored for analysis. For spatial analysis, maps were digitised and processed, 
using AutoCAD and CorelDraw software. Still photos and videos of the 
neighbourhoods recorded at the site were used to corroborate the drawings. The 
neighbourhood data – drawings and visual materials – were analysed using 
60 Chapter 3: Research Design and Methods 
 morphological theories as the methodological framework. The same theoretical 
framework was adopted for the secondary and tertiary data analysis. All archival and 
publication data concerning the hill neighbourhoods were interpreted and analysed in 
this way. The data from the interviews were also transcribed and analysed.  
3.5 INSTRUMENTS 
The field research includes mapping, observations and interviews in the subject 
settlements. For the mapping, draft drawings and sketching were done using drawing 
and measurement instruments. Photographs and videos were recorded using audio-
visual instruments to corroborate the drawings. The drawings were processed and 
finalised using drawing software, such as CorelDraw and AutoCAD.  
3.6 ETHICS  
The field study involved observation of human settlements and interviews with 
the local participants. The QUT Research Ethics Committee approved a low risk 
human ethics clearance for this study. In the field study, the research participants 
were informed that their participation was voluntary and their privacy is to be 
protected. 
3.7 FIELDWORK LIMITATIONS 
As with any other field research, there were some obvious challenges involved 
while working at the field-sites. As Creswell (2007) notes, there can even be issues 
when the researcher is of the same nationality as the research participants. However, 
there were few issues in this case, because the field investigations focused only on 
the built forms in the neighbourhoods. In addition, the fact that the researcher 
belongs to one of the communities, and that local informants were present during the 
research ensured less intrusive field visits to the neighbourhoods. 
Because the researcher faced the problem of the absence of proper 
documentation such as survey maps and plans of towns and settlements, the field 
study involved observations of the neighbourhoods and parts of the urban area. In 
this sense, this research on the settlements of the hill groups makes it the first of its 
kind in this region.  
There were also timing issues during the fieldwork. In addition to the climatic 
condition of the field-site, the researcher had to consider the political situation in 
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 Bangladesh at that particular time. While the researcher was preparing for the 
fieldwork, the country was experiencing a violent political stalemate due to an 
impending national election. There were continuing road blockade, shutdowns, and 
street conflicts between the major political parties. However, the apt timing of the 
annual religious festival put pause to the continuing political onslaught, and offered 
some respite for longsuffering general population. Fortunately, at that time, the long 
holidays coincided with the months of September and October – a period between 
the end of summer and the beginning of winter – an appropriate time for travel to 
embark on the fieldwork. 
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 Chapter 4: Case selection process 
4.1 INTRODUCTION 
The Chittagong Hill Tracts region embodies the geography, cultural diversity 
and complexity of a characteristic highland cultural landscape or, as recently termed, 
a Zomia landscape on the borderlands of South Asia and Southeast Asia. Any study 
of the region’s traditional neighbourhoods and growing urban life is confronted with 
a limited or total absence of cartographic and other graphic forms of published data 
sources. This phenomenon is endemic to most parts of Developing Asia, where there 
is a lack of historical town plans, maps, cadastral survey, and aerial survey 
photographs. Even the existing data sources are barely accessible due to secretive 
bureaucracy or government security.  
To address this challenging situation with respect to CHT, this research 
developed a selection framework that employed a mix of methods to identify sample 
cases for field investigations. This approach was based on the use of available CHT 
archival data sources, such as census data, incidental ethnography, colonial records, 
and social-science studies. This case selection framework provides a pilot method 
that can be applied in similar research situations; for example, in a study of the 
settlement patterns and urban lifestyles in the hill towns at the cross-border of India, 
China, Bangladesh, and Burma (Myanmar). 
In addition to the limitations of the absence of maps and published data, the 
case selection process also needed to take note of the relative vastness and socio-
cultural nature of the study area. In Bangladesh, for example, the CHT region 
comprises a relatively large area (13 189 sq. km) – one tenth of the land mass of the 
entire country. Its major district, Rangamati (6116 sq. km), is the largest in the 
country. The other two CHT districts – Bandarban (4479 sq. km) and Khagrachari 
(2700 sq. km) – are also considerably large in area, compared to the other 64 districts 
of the country.  
The infrastructure development of this particular region is not proportionate to 
its relative size. Since the end of colonial rule, the region has been politically 
marginalised, and its regional development halted due to the state’s conflict with its 
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 highland population. Until recently, this lack of development hampered the potential 
growth in tourism in its major cities - Rangamati2 (64.75 sq. km), Bandarban (51.80 
sq. km), and Khagrachari (67.99 sq. km). Despite ongoing issues in this age of 
globalisation and the information boom, the region has become one of the foremost 
destinations for local tourism due to its cultural originality and scenic landscape, and 
there is still scope for growth. Thus, there is an increasing need to survey and record 
these traditional settlement patterns and ways of life, in order to encourage both 
cultural continuity and future growth. 
The chapter discusses the case selection process for this research. First, the 
Selection Framework Section (4.2) shows how the methods are structured in the total 
framework to guide the case selection process. Next, the Selection Methods Section 
(4.3) describes the methods employed, such as ethnographic map analysis and 
statistical analysis, to narrow down the potential cases. The last section, Case 
Selection (4.4), explains the selection of neighbourhoods, describes the field-sites, 
and discusses the scope provided for further revision.  
4.2 SELECTION FRAMEWORK 
For typological process, Caniggia (2001) postulates a set of abstract, 
hierarchically ordered subdivisions (See Figure 2.6) which range from individual 
built form to city scale. The selection framework for this research (Figure 4.1.) 
adopts similar hierarchical subdivisions in the context of CHT – from the regional 
(macro), to the neighbourhood (micro) level – to narrow down the sample cases for 
further field investigations. The framework employs several methods in combination, 
such as ethnographic map analysis, historical timelines, comparisons of census data 
tables, and statistical analysis. It uses demographic and archival data at various scales 
of settlement to identify the targeted neighbourhoods.  
 
 
 
2 In Bangladesh, headquarter town or major town of a district is named after its district name. For 
example, Rangamati is the headquarter town of Rangamati sub-district and Rangamati district. 
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Figure 4.1. Case selection framework    
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 4.3 SELECTION METHODS 
The following figure (Figure 4.2) shows the methods adopted for the case 
selection process. First, the research develops an understanding of the demography of 
the highland groups through ethnographic map analysis that delineates historical and 
contemporary geographic locations of the groups, their population sizes, and their 
migration patterns. Next, through statistical analysis, the research establishes the 
current number of CHT highland groups. This statistical analysis uses various forms 
of archival data, such as NGO reports, public documents, and census data.  
Further statistical analysis leads to the identification of highland group 
distributions at the sub-district level. The three identified sub-districts – two of which 
have considerably more urban sites, and one of which is mostly rural – present at 
least eight highland groups. Even further statistical analysis of the latest census data 
for the three sub-districts, indicates a number of potential neighbourhoods for final 
case selection. 
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 Data sources  Data types   Case selection methods  Findings 
       
Publications, 
archival data 
and mass media 
(website) 
 
 
 
Ethnographic maps, 
NGO report, books, 
monographs 
(ethnographic text) 
and colonial 
gazetteer 
 
 
 
 
 
Ethnographic map analysis 
(along a timeline) 
showing (in maps) - number of highland 
groups, populations and geographic 
locations at district level 
 
 
Fourteen highland 
groups identified as 
historical inhabitants of 
CHT 
       
Publications, 
archival data 
and mass media 
(website) 
 
 
NGO report, books, 
monographs 
(ethnographic text), 
colonial gazetteer 
and census data 
 
 
Statistical analysis 1 
(Selection of highland groups)  
showing (in timeline chart) number of 
highland groups, populations and 
geographic locations at district level 
 
 
Eleven groups 
identified as current 
CHT inhabitants 
       
 Publications  
 
Recent census data 
and NGO report 
 
 
Statistical analysis 2 
(Selection of sub-districts) 
showing (in chart) current number of 
highland groups, geographic locations 
and settlement data at sub-district level 
 
 
 
Three sub-districts 
selected (with at least 
eight  hill groups) 
       
Publications  
 
Recent census data  
 
Statistical analysis 3 
(Selection of neighbourhoods) 
Comparison of census data at 
neighbourhood level of highland 
population and their households to 
identify the potential neighbourhoods.  
 
 
From one sub-district  
3 urban 
neighbourhoods 
selected  
       
Local 
informants, 
participants 
 Field interviews  Scope for Revision  Revision of cases prior or during 
fieldwork using primary data 
 3 more added 
Total six urban 
neighbourhood 
Figure 4.2. Case selection methods 
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 4.3.1 Ethnographic map analysis 
From colonial data sources, Lewin’s (1869) ethnographic narratives about the 
hill groups, their locations, possible origins and population numbers are a major 
resource to draw on. Based on these descriptions, the researcher prepared an 
ethnographic map (Figure 4.3) that illustrates the ethnic distribution of various hill 
groups at the beginning of the colonial period.  
The ethnographic maps from the available data sources were analysed to gain 
an understanding of the geographic locations, distributions and numbers of the hill 
groups in different times. The following series of ethnographic maps (Figure 4.4-
Figure 4.8) are in the following chronological order: 1901 [prepared by author based 
on the data from colonial gazetteer (Hutchinson, 1909)]; 1951 [prepared by author 
based on Bessaignet’s (1958) monograph and data]; 1960 (Sopher, 1964); 1965 
(Brauns & Loffler, 1990); and 2009 [prepared by author based on data from the 
UNDP (2009) report]. [For maps with population numbers on Figure 4.3 -Figure 4.5 
refer to Appendix A1 – A3]. 
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Figure 4.3. Ethnographic map of CHT, 1869 (Map drawn by Author, derived from Lewin, 1869)   
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Figure 4.4. Ethnographic map of CHT, 1901 (Map drawn by Author, derived from Hutchinson, 1909)  
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Figure 4.5. Ethnographic map of CHT, 1951 (Map drawn by Author, derived from Bessaignet, 1958)  
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Figure 4.6. Ethnographic map of CHT, 1960 (Sopher, 1964)  
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Figure 4.7. Ethnographic map of CHT, 1965 (Brauns & Loffler, 1990)   
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Figure 4.8. Ethnographic map of CHT, 2009 (Map drawn by Author, derived from UNDP-CHTDF, 
2009) 
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 4.3.2 Statistical analysis 1: Selection of highland groups  
Based on the ethnographic maps, a timeline (Table 4.1) was prepared in order 
to gain an overview of the locations and numbers of highland groups at the district 
level. This table was used in selecting the hill groups that would be the subject of 
further investigations.  
The timeline and the available data sources establish a number of facts. First, 
they establish that all highland groups in the region (with the exception of Chak/Sak) 
were settled well past the beginning of colonial rule; that the Chak or Sak (Ak) group 
appeared as late as the 1960s (Sopher is the first to mention them); and that another 
group, the Shendoo (Ms) or Lakheyr (as mentioned by Lewin), emigrated from the 
region.  
Second, it is apparent that there are issues about whether some groups should 
be considered as distinct groups, or simply as sub-groups of another highland group. 
For instance, Lewin (1869) and Brauns and Loffler (1990) identify the Murung and 
Reeang as sub-groups of the Tripura group, while Sopher (1964) refers to them as 
separate groups. Adding to the confusion, Bessaignet (1958) refers to the Reeang as a 
distinct group, and identifies the Murung with the Mru. While this confusion persists, 
the debate about anthropological grouping is beyond the scope of this study. 
However, the knowledge can be useful in future investigations as it might be 
indicative in comparing between their settlement patterns.  
Using the developed timeline, this research selected the highland groups that 
are identified as distinct cultural groups by the available data sources. These eleven 
groups are: Bawm (Mb), Lushai (Ml), Pangkhua (Mp), Mru (Mm), Khumi (Mu), 
Khyang (My), Marma (Am), Chak (Ak), Chakma (Ac), Tangchangya (At), and 
Tripura (Tt). The bracketed acronyms are used for each group in the ethnographic 
maps and study from this point on. The acronym’s first letter (in upper case) denotes 
the ethno-linguistic grouping; for instance, A for the Arakanese, M for the Mizo-
Kuki-Chin, and T for the Tripura group. The second letter (in lower case) denotes the 
individual group’s name.  
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Table 4.1. Timeline of ethnic distribution of hill groups
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Bawm (Mb)     3000    696    977            
Lushai (Ml)    25980    1615    3341          
Pangkhua (Mp)    3000    144    627          
Mru (Mm)    1500    10540    16121          
Khumi (Mu)    2000    1469    1951          
Shendoo (Ms)    ? Not mentioned  Not mentioned  Not mentioned Not mentioned Not mentioned 
Khyang (My)    ?    416    1300          
Tr
ip
ur
a 
 
gr
ou
p 
Tripura (Tt)    15000    23341    38257          
Murung (Tm) Identified as 
sub-group of 
Tripura 
Not mentioned Identified as 
Mru  
Identified as a 
distinct group 
Identified as 
sub-group of 
Tripura and 
location data 
  Identified as Mru  
Reeang (Tr) Identified as 
sub-group of 
Tripura 
Not mentioned Identified as a 
distinct group 
but no location 
data 
Identified as a 
distinct group 
Identified as 
sub-group of 
Tripura and 
location data 
  Identified as sub-
group of Tripura 
Ar
ak
an
es
e 
 
gr
ou
p 
Chak (Ak) Not 
mentioned 
 Not mentioned  Not mentioned           
Marma (Am)    ?    31906    65889          
Chakma (Ac)    25000    44329    124762          
Tangchangya (At)    2500       8313          
 4.3.3 Statistical analysis 2: Selection of sub-districts 
After selection of the highland groups, a mapping of their distributions at the 
sub-district level was prepared in table format (Table 4.2). In this table, data shows 
that the Bandarban, Ruma, and Rangamati sub-district have the greatest variety of 
highland groups. Of the three, Bandarban and Rangamati are major sub-districts, and 
are urban when compared to the rural area, Ruma. While it is generally assumed that, 
in recent times, urban areas have offered a richer and broader ethnic composition, the 
data also makes the interesting discovery that a rural sub-district such as Ruma 
shows very high diversity. This means there are still a few rural areas whose 
historical polyglot composition is undisturbed.  
The table also shows that one major CHT sub-district – Khagrachari – has a 
population of very low diversity, with just three highland groups. This firmly 
corroborates the notion that the number of highland groups are diminishing in this 
particular sub-district along with its whole district. The data from the previous 
timeline (Table 4.1) and from the rendered ethnographic maps, also establishes that, 
historically, most of the southern groups, namely the Arakanese groups, rarely 
ventured far north of CHT to the Khagrachari district. It can be fairly assumed that 
the comparatively plain topography of Khagrachari is less attractive to the ridge-top 
living highland groups. In this district, only the two major Arakanese groups, Marma 
and Chakma (who were valley-living and had sizable populations), and another 
major group originating from Northeast India, Tripura, can be found.  
The recent census data, therefore, informed the researcher’s selection of the 
three sub-districts of Bandarban, Ruma (of Bandarban district) and Rangamati (of 
Rangamati district) for further statistical analysis. These three sub-districts cover a 
total of two towns, 18 wards, and 125 neighbourhoods in the urban area.  
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Table 4.2. Distribution of highland groups at sub-district level 
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 4.3.4  Statistical analysis 3: Selection of neighbourhoods 
The selection of sub-districts was followed by the selection of urban wards, 
which each contain a number of neighbourhoods. The recent census (Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics, 2011) was a major data source for this selection process 
(Appendix C: Maps and Community Data Tables C12, C13 and C15 concerning 
Rangamati and Bandarban district). However, as the recent census contains a number 
of gaps in the data, the selection process used a combination of three relevant 
community data tables to identify the potential neighbourhoods. The following figure 
(Figure 4.9) shows these three community data tables.  
 
Figure 4.9. Community data tables (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011)  
The first community data table, Data Table C12, provides the number of 
highland households, the population, and major communities at the urban ward level. 
However, this data table does not provide data at the neighbourhood level. To 
supplement this gap in data, a combination of Data Tables C13 and C15 was used.  
Data Table C13 provides data on population distribution by religion, with 
information provided up to the neighbourhood level. This data table is useful in 
identifying highland neighbourhoods, as the hill population predominantly consists 
of Buddhists, followed by Hindus and Christians. Comparing this data table (C13) 
percentage with a household percentage on a particular neighbourhood indicates the 
percentage of highlanders living in it. However, C13 is a population data table; it 
does not provide any information about the households, such as the number of 
dwellings or tenancy status. Therefore, Data Table C15 was used to provide an 
understanding of household numbers, and their tenancy status. This data table has 
information at the neighbourhood level, and information of high rate of 
homeownership at a neighbourhood indicates less residential mobility.  
Thus, the three data tables – C12, C13, and C15 – were used in combination to 
identify neighbourhoods from the three sub-districts. The following data table 
framework (Figure 4.10) was developed from these data tables. However, there was 
scope provided for adjustment if the fieldwork later required it. 
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 In this framework, the first two data tables – C12 and C15 – were used to 
derive the percentage of highland population households. This percentage was 
compared with the percentages of various religious affiliations 
(Buddhist/Christian/Other) derived from Data Table C13. The corresponding 
percentages, both at the urban ward level, validate the data from Data Table C13. 
Based on this comparison, potential urban wards were identified. 
These identified urban wards were further investigated at the neighbourhood 
level, using data from Data Tables C15 and C13. The same data were used to identify 
other neighbourhoods. This produced three sets of data at the neighbourhood level: 
(i) potential urban wards that have a high percentage of hill population households; 
(ii) other high numbers of hill communities (Buddhist/Christian/Other) in a low 
diversity area; and (iii) high levels of household ownership. This comparison resulted 
in the selection of neighbourhoods from the examined sub-district. The same method 
(or part thereof) was repeated for the selection of neighbourhoods in three sub-
districts.  
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Figure 4.10. Neighbourhood selection framework 
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 Sub-district 1: Bandarban town of Bandarban sub-district 
The Bandarban sub-district covers a 501.99 sq. km area with a population of  
88 282, a density of 176 per sq. km and an urbanisation rate of 46.93% (the national 
rate is 23.30%). It includes one major town – Bandarban – with nine urban wards and 
69 neighbourhoods in the urban area. The main purpose of this study is to examine 
CHT’s urban neighbourhoods. Therefore, the statistical analysis focused on the 
Bandarban town.  
For the Bandarban town, Data Table C12 and Data Table C15 were used to 
derive a percentage table (Table 4.3) and chart (Figure 4.11) to illustrate the hill 
population households at the urban ward level. This percentage was compared with 
the population percentage table (Table 4.4) and the chart (Figure 4.12) of religious 
affiliation derived from Data Table C13. The corresponding percentage tables were 
compared at the ward level. As both data sets are at the same level, the corresponding 
results also validate the data from Data Table C13. The data identifies urban ward 
No-5 as having a higher percentage of hill population and, thus, a greater possibility 
of diversity.  
Urban ward  Percentage C-12  C-15 
Hill group household 
percentage 
Hill group household number Total household number 
Ward No-1 26% 177 686 
Ward No-2 15% 130 850 
Ward No-3 19% 132 699 
Ward No-4 26% 182 688 
Ward No-5 71% 812 1146 
Ward No-6 12% 178 1479 
Ward No-7 1% 10 801 
Ward No-8 4% 33 766 
Ward No-9 12% 151 1211 
Table 4.3. Hill group household percentage, Bandarban (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
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Figure 4.11. Hill group household percentage, Bandarban (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
Urban ward  
 
C-13 
Community percentage (by 
religion: B/ C/ O) 
Community population (by 
religion: B/ C/ O) 
Total 
Population 
Ward No-1 31% 1243 3996 
Ward No-2 14% 635 4511 
Ward No-3 28% 982 3561 
Ward No-4 33% 1145 3507 
Ward No-5 77% 4150 5395 
Ward No-6 15% 1112 7424 
Ward No-7 2% 65 3656 
Ward No-8 4% 155 3654 
Ward No-9 12% 683 5730 
Table 4.4. Community percentage religion, Bandarban (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
 
Figure 4.12. Community percentage by religion, Bandarban (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
The identified ward was further investigated at the neighbourhood level using 
the data from Data Table C15 and Data Table C13. The same data were used to 
Ward
No-1
Ward
No-2
Ward
No-3
Ward
No-4
Ward
No-5
Ward
No-6
Ward
No-7
Ward
No-8
Ward
No-9
26% 
15% 19% 
26% 
71% 
12% 
1% 4% 
12% 
Hill group Household percentage
Ward
No-1
Ward
No-2
Ward
No-3
Ward
No-4
Ward
No-5
Ward
No-6
Ward
No-7
Ward
No-8
Ward
No-9
31% 
14% 
28% 33% 
77% 
15% 
2% 4% 
12% 
Community percentage (by Religion, B/ C/ O)
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 identify other neighbourhoods. Finally, from this ward, No-5, three neighbourhoods 
(Table 4.5) were identified. 
Urban 
ward 
 
 
Urban 
neighbourhood 
 
 
 
C-13  C-15  
Community 
percentage (by 
religion: B/ C/ O) 
Community 
population (by 
religion: B/ C/ O) 
Total 
population 
 
Total 
household 
number 
Ownership 
 
 
Ward 
No-5 
Madhyam para 
 82% 1955 2376 551 56% 
Rajbari area 
 59% 159 268 58 55% 
Ujani para 
 84% 1257 1490 303 53% 
Table 4.5. Potential neighbourhoods, Bandarban (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
Sub-district 2: Ruma area in Ruma sub-district  
The Ruma sub-district, with a population of 29 098, density of 59 per sq. km 
and urbanisation rate of 1.25%, is a predominantly rural area. It covers a 492.09 sq. 
km area, including just one urban neighbourhood, and four rural unions with 14 
mauzas and 225 villages. In this area, Data Table C12 shows that there is no hill 
population living at the only urban neighbourhood. It also shows that, with the 
exception of one rural union, there is very low diversity. Therefore, this area was not 
selected for further investigation.  
Sub-district 3: Rangamati town of Rangamati sub-district 
The Rangamati sub-district covers a 546.48 sq. km area. It has a population of 
124 728, a density of 228 per sq. km and an urbanisation rate 67.35%. It includes the 
major town Rangamati, with nine urban wards and 55 neighbourhoods in the urban 
area. The Rangamati town is the most urbanised area in CHT, and its urban wards 
show considerable diversity.   
For the Rangamati town, Data Table C12 and Data Table C15, were used to 
derive a percentage table (Table 4.6) of highlander households at the urban ward 
level. Following this step, the population percentage table (Table 4.7) of religious 
affiliation (Data Table C13) was compared with the previous percentage. 
Comparison of both percentage tables (at the same level) and the corresponding 
results, validate the data from Data Table C13.  
The data show a number of urban wards having a high percentage of hill 
communities, indicating a better possibility of diversity. From these wards, one was 
identified and further investigated at the neighbourhood level using the data from 
Chapter 4: Case selection process 83 
 Data Table C15 and Data Table C13. Finally, considering all available factors 
pertaining to these urban wards, potential three neighbourhoods (Table 4.8) were 
selected for the next step of the selection process.   
Urban ward  
 
Percentage C-12 C-15 
Hill group household 
percentage 
Hill group household number Total household number 
Ward No-1 4% 73 1561 
Ward No-2 5% 94 1881 
Ward No-3 22% 312 1402 
Ward No-4 6% 108 1782 
Ward No-5 38% 503 1338 
Ward No-6 51% 975 1905 
Ward No-7 19% 438 2317 
Ward No-8 58% 1918 3297 
Ward No-9 49% 1103 2264 
Table 4.6. Hill group household percentage, Rangamati (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
 
Figure 4.13. Hill group household percentage, Rangamati (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
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Urban ward  
 
C-13 
Community percentage (by 
religion: B/ C/ O) 
Community population (by 
religion: B/ C/ O) 
Total 
population 
Ward No-1 4% 369 8222 
Ward No-2 6% 574 9258 
Ward No-3 27% 1747 6357 
Ward No-4 6% 541 8420 
Ward No-5 38% 2281 6036 
Ward No-6 55% 5062 9186 
Ward No-7 21% 2198 10675 
Ward No-8 61% 9158 14988 
Ward No-9 46% 4947 10858 
Table 4.7. Community percentage  by religion, Rangamati (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
 
Figure 4.14. Community percentage by religion, Rangamati (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011)  
Urban ward 
 
 
Urban neighbourhood 
 
 
 
C-13 
 
C-15 
 
Community 
percentage (by 
religion: B/ C/ O) 
 
Community 
population (by 
religion: B/ C/ O) 
 
Total 
population 
 
Total 
Household 
number 
 
Ownership 
 
 
Ward No-8 
 
 
 
Pashchim Tribal Adam 97% 777 802 185 65% 
Purba Tribal Adam 79% 619 780 161 76% 
Rajbari 89% 2166 2426 546 72% 
Table 4.8. Potential neighbourhoods, Rangamati (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2011) 
4.4 CASE SELECTION  
The findings of the above analysis showed that Rangamati town has multiple 
wards or urban areas with substantial highlander household concentration (of nine 
urban wards, about 20% in six wards and about 50% in three wards), while 
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 Bandarban town has similar percentage (of nine urban wards, about 20% in three 
wards and over 50% in one ward) in just one ward. The statistical analysis (Figure 
4.13 - Figure 4.14) also showed that the highlander settlement is rather evenly 
distributed throughout various parts of Rangamati town compared to Bandarban 
town. For fieldwork purpose, this situation of Rangamati town presented the scope 
for adjustments in case of any changed circumstances. Added to that, Rangamati is 
the major town of CHT. Therefore, following statistical analysis it was concluded 
that the Rangamati town (of the Rangamati sub-district and district) presented 
potential case neighbourhoods for field investigations. For this purpose, three of the 
town’s neighbourhoods were selected (Table 4.9).  
Urban ward 
 
 
Urban neighbourhood 
 
 
 
Ward No-8 
 
 
 
Pashchim Tribal Adam 
Purba Tribal Adam 
Rajbari 
Table 4.9. Initial selection of neighbourhoods of Rangamati town for field investigations   
4.4.1 Field-sites  
The Rangamati town is the district administration centre and main town in 
Rangamati sub-district of the Rangamati district (Figure 4.15). The sub-district 
(Figure 4.16), with an area of 546 sq. km, comprises the municipality town (at its 
centre) and six rural regions (known as ‘unions’) surrounding it. The three selected 
neighbourhoods are located in Rangamati town (Figure 4.17). They are densely 
populated, and located close to the town centre.    
4.4.2 Scope for revision 
The case selection framework also provided scope for revision and adjustments 
prior to, and during, the field investigations. To review the selections based on the 
findings of the statistical analysis, interviews were conducted with the relevant local 
informants, community chief, and area chiefs in the early phase of the fieldwork. 
These consultations produced primary data that validated the earlier case selections 
based on the analysis of secondary data. In addition to that, based on consultation 
with local informants, three more neighbourhoods were added for investigation. 
Therefore, the final case neighbourhoods were as follows:   
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 Urban ward 
 
 
Urban neighbourhood 
 
 
 
Ward No-8 
 
 
 
Pashchim Tribal Adam 
Purba Tribal Adam 
Rajbari 
Ward No-7 
 
Banarupa 
Tridibnagar 
Shashi Dewan Para 
Table 4.10. Selected neighbourhoods of Rangamati town for field investigations   
 
Figure 4.15. Map of Rangamati sub-district in Rangamati district (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 
2011) 
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Figure 4.16. Rangamati sub-district map showing the Rangamati town (LGED, Bangladesh) 
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Figure 4.17. Rangamati town map showing its urban wards 
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 Chapter 5: Field study 
5.1 INTRODUCTION 
This chapter discusses the field study in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The study 
was conducted at Rangamati town (Figure 5.1), located in the sub-district and district 
of the same name in CHT. Historically, it has been the regional centre since the 
colonial period. The town attracts considerable highland communities from other 
towns and rural surroundings, resulting in a considerably higher ethnic mix in its 
urban population.  
The Rangamati town or municipality area constitutes nine urban wards, and 
each ward has a number of neighbourhoods. The researcher identified the potential 
urban areas (or wards) and their neighbourhoods for investigation through the case 
selection process discussed in Chapter 4. A final revision of the selection in the 
initial phase of the fieldwork (through consultation with local informants) confirmed 
the final list of case neighbourhoods. The neighbourhoods are located in two urban 
wards (Figure 5.2) in the central part of the city. At the same time, a number of local 
participants were also contacted for interviews. 
Data collection was cross-sectional, and completed in a single phase of the 
field study. As the investigation was of an exploratory nature, and as its purpose was 
to examine the current settlement patterns, the researcher opted for a cross-sectional 
study rather than a longitudinal or historical one. The lack of recorded data and 
incomplete data regarding the town’s history also suggested that the examination of 
the existing forms, rather than the historical ones, was more appropriate. It was also 
considered that given the time and resources available for this research project, a 
cross-sectional study was also more appropriate.  
In this field research, the purpose of field observations was to capture a 
snapshot of the current scenario of the neighbourhoods of a particular hill town. At 
the same time, the interviews attempted to capture the local community members’ 
observations of their present situation, as well as their recollections of the past. The 
documents collected from local sources (public and private) revealed the level of (or 
lack of) available recorded data on the hill settlements.  
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 The researcher adopted the following qualitative methods for data collection at 
the field site: 
• Field observations of the urban neighbourhoods 
o participatory (one neighbourhood)  
o non-participatory (five neighbourhoods)  
• Interviews (semi-structured or unstructured) with local participants from 
various parts of the highland community  
o Community chief: in addition to being community chief of the whole 
Rangamati district, also functions as area chief or headman of most 
parts of the Rangamati town  
o Area chief: designated Headman of various area in Rangamati district   
o Local elders  
• On-site documents – books (in local language), maps, local publications 
Descriptions of the data collection methods in this fieldwork are organised as 
follows: field observations (Section 5.2); interviews (Section 5.3); and on-site 
documents (Section 5.4).  
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Figure 5.1. Map showing Rangamati district, sub-district and town 
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Figure 5.2. Rangamati ward map showing selected wards 
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 5.2 FIELD OBSERVATIONS 
The researcher conducted field observations in six neighbourhoods located in 
two urban wards/areas (Figure 5.2) of the Rangamati town. The selection of 
Rangamati neighbourhoods as field sites was the result of a detailed case selection 
process. Preceding the field research, the researcher prepared a list of target places, 
using a combination of qualitative (map and document analysis) and quantitative 
(statistical analysis) methods. This list was finalised during the initial phase of 
fieldwork as a result of feedback from local informants. Of the list, three 
neighbourhoods – namely, Rajbari, Purba Tribal Adam, and Pashchim Tribal Adam 
– are located in Urban Ward No. 8. The neighbourhoods of Banarupa, Tridibnagar, 
and Shashi Dewan Para are located within the boundary of the adjacent Urban Ward 
No. 7. 
The researcher arranged to live in one of the neighbourhoods – Tridibnagar – 
for the duration and purpose of the fieldwork. Thus, observations in that particular 
neighbourhood were more of a participatory nature. The researcher visited the other 
field sites, where local participants volunteered to accompany him during the field 
visits. 
5.2.1 Banarupa 
Banarupa neighbourhood (Figure 5.3) is located at the western boundary of 
Rangamati Ward No. 7 and part of Rangapani mauza. Located close to the town 
centre, the market neighbourhood is the busiest shopping precinct, a farmer’s market, 
and a water transport hub in the city area. While it first appears to be a primarily 
commercial area, the land-use is mixed. Apart from houses and various types of 
shops, there are also other services available – such as banks, health facilities, and 
hotels. The area also functions as a busy water transport hub as its dock or ‘ghat’ is 
always crowded with boats transporting people and goods.  
The area surrounds the adjacent Tridibnagar neighbourhood, where the 
researcher lived during the fieldwork. Therefore, the researcher had to walk through 
the Banarupa neighbourhood in order to travel to other places. He observed the 
shopping street, the shop and housing types, and the dock area of the neighbourhood. 
The observations were recorded in still photographs, video, and field notes.  
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 In Banarupa neighbourhood, the shops and other facilities front both sides of 
the shopping street, from the side of the main road to the lakeside dock area. The 
residential areas are located at the back of the shops, and connected by narrow gully 
ways. Generally, the houses are single-storeyed building with a few being multi-
storeyed. While most of the shops are housed in permanent structures and are single-
storeyed, a number of shops and stalls are built as temporary structures. 
The main shopping street links the main road (the Rangamati-Chittagong Road, 
Slide A, Figure 5.4) to the lakeside dock area and adjacent residential 
neighbourhoods (Slide F, Figure 5.4). The shopping street is the same width as other 
neighbourhood streets, and lacks pavements for pedestrian movement (Slide B – D, 
Figure 5.4). There is also no provision for extra width, in consideration of its added 
functions. The bazar area is supplied with products transported through the main road 
and the waterfront. Most of the residents use motorbikes and, sometimes, local taxis 
for transportation. Thus, without any provision for pavements, on a usual day, 
pedestrians, motorbikes, small taxis, and heavy vehicles carrying various types of 
goods, all share the same space. However, the usually poor street condition becomes 
even more chaotic on weekly bazar days – Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays. 
The street becomes crowded with shoppers and hundreds of rural farmers who come 
to trade their agricultural and other products (Slide E, G, & H, Figure 5.4). The 
farmers sit alongside the street with their products, further reducing the space for 
pedestrians and vehicles. It seems that both pedestrians and drivers of light and 
heavy vehicles have adapted to navigating their way in such a densely packed 
situation. 
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Figure 5.3. Walk through Banarupa neighbourhood 
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Figure 5.4. The road to Case 1: Banarupa (Slides A – H)  
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 5.2.2 Tridibnagar 
Tridibnagar (Figure 5.5) is a small residential neighbourhood located in 
Rangamati Ward No. 7 and part of Rangapani Mauza. It has lake-frontage on the 
north and north-western sides; on the other sides, it is bounded by the Banarupa 
neighbourhood. The only street of the neighbourhood is a cul-de-sac (Slide E, Figure 
5.6), which branches out from Banarupa Street (Slide A, Figure 5.6) and terminates 
at the boundary of the last house. The street is wide enough for access by light 
vehicles such as cars, taxi, microbuses, and small trucks. A number of small 
alleyways and winding steps branch out from the street and end at the lakefront. 
However, the alleyways are not wide enough for any vehicular access, and simply 
provide houses further down the hill with access to the street. The alleys also provide 
access to the lake for the use of small boats; however, for water transport, residents 
usually board the public boat service from the Banarupa boatyard.    
The street is fronted by houses on both sides (Slide D, Figure 5.6). However, 
many houses could not be viewed due to the high boundary walls and fences that 
follow along the street and alleys (Slide B & F, Figure 5.6). Dwellers who are 
concerned about security issues, and who can afford to, usually erect brick walls or 
fences made with bamboo or tin sheets around their plot. As the street is along the 
ridge of the hill, some houses occupy the hilltop on one side while, on the other, 
houses are built on contours (Slide C, G & H, Figure 5.6)   
Most of the houses are single-storied, while a few are multi-storeyed buildings. 
The houses along the hill slopes and lake-frontage are built on stilts. Apart from a 
few RCC (Reinforced cement concrete) and brick buildings, all other houses are 
made with a mix of materials – timber, bamboo, tin sheet, and brick. Homeownership 
is high in this neighbourhood. 
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Figure 5.5. Walk through Tridibnagar neighbourhood  
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Figure 5.6. The road to Case 2: Tridibnagar (Slide A – H) 
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 5.2.3 Shashi Dewan Para 
The Shashi Dewan Para neighbourhood (Figure 5.7) is a residential 
neighbourhood (Slide C, Figure 5.8) located in Rangamati Ward No. 7 and part of 
Rangapani Mauza. The neighbourhood is surrounded by lake on all sides, except in 
the west, where it is bordered by the Banarupa neighbourhood. The site topography 
is a range of hills rising from the lake. 
The neighbourhood street branches out from Banarupa Street (Slide A & B, 
Figure 5.8). It continues uphill and turns at the top of the hill to run straight from 
west to east (Slide F, G & H, Figure 5.8). The street ends at a local school, which can 
also be accessed from the lake. Due to the terrain conditions and only a few layers of 
housing, the buildings face either the main street or the lake in this neighbourhood. 
The winding alleys connect the houses that are further from the street (Slide D & E, 
Figure 5.8).  
Apart from some multi-storeyed buildings at the top of the main hill, the other 
dwellings are all single-storeyed structures. A few houses are RCC or brick-built; 
however, in most cases, the dwellings are built with a mix of construction materials 
such as brick, timber, bamboo and tin sheet.  
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Figure 5.7. Walk through Shashi Dewan Para neighbourhood 
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Figure 5.8. The road to Case 3: Shashi Dewan Para neighbourhood (Slide A – H) 
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 5.2.4 Purba Tribal Adam 
The Purba Tribal Adam neighbourhood (Figure 5.9) is a residential 
neighbourhood located in Rangamati Ward No. 8 and part of Rangapani Mauza. The 
neighbourhood’s western part is bordered by adjacent neighbourhoods, and its 
northern part is on the edge of the main road; the rest is surrounded by the lake. 
A main street runs from north to south of the neighbourhood. In the north, it 
connects with another street that provides the residents’ access to the main road 
(Slide A & B, Figure 5.10); in the south, it joins another neighbourhood. The street is 
wider than those in other neighbourhoods (Slide C & F, Figure 5.10). A number of 
secondary streets and alleys branch out from it, providing access to the houses 
further in the neighbourhood (Slide H, Figure 5.10). The main street also provides 
access to the adjacent Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood (Slide D & E, Figure 
5.10). 
In this neighbourhood, the private houses are generally single-storeyed (Slide I, 
Figure 5.11); only public buildings, such as government and office buildings and 
officers’ quarters (Slide G, Figure 5.10), are multi-storeyed. The houses are arranged 
in clusters that are spread out along the street (Slide J, Figure 5.11). The lots at the 
middle of the neighbourhood such as government quarters have wider setback from 
the street and alleys compared to other neighbourhoods. Relatively, the 
neighbourhood lakefront is densely packed built-up area (Slide O, Figure 5.11). 
These houses were built at different level on the lake side (Slide M & N, Figure 
5.11). Due to scarcity of land, some houses are built over the lake (Slide K, L & P, 
Figure 5.11). Nonetheless, the neighbourhood is less dense, compared to the other 
ones on the opposite side of the road, as government offices and quarters are located 
here. 
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Figure 5.9. Walk through Purba Tribal Adam neighbourhood 
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Figure 5.10. The road to Case 4: Purba Tribal Adam neighbourhood (Slide A – H) 
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Figure 5.11. The road to Case 4: Purba Tribal Adam neighbourhood (Slide I – P) 
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 5.2.5 Pashchim Tribal Adam 
This Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood is a residential neighbourhood 
located in Rangamati Ward No. 8 and part of Rangapani Mauza. The northeastern 
part of the neighbourhood is bordered by Purba Tribal Adam, and the rest is 
surrounded on all sides by the lake (Figure 5.12).  
Two main streets run from north to south. One of the streets is named after 
‘Karbari’, the Deputy Headman who lived in this neighbourhood (Slide A, Figure 
5.13). In the north, Karbari Street connects with the other main street of Purba Tribal 
Adam that provides the residents with access to the main road. A number of 
secondary streets and alleys branch out from it, providing access to the houses 
further in the neighbourhood.  
Unlike Purba Tribal Adam, there are not many public buildings in this 
neighbourhood. Most of the houses are private dwellings, generally single-storeyed, 
and structures built with a mix of materials such as bamboo, brick, mud and tin sheet 
(Slide B & H, Figure 5.13). A few are multi-storeyed (Slide D, Figure 5.13). The 
houses are clustered along each alley (Slide G, Figure 5.13). The dwellings are dense 
in some parts (Slide E, Figure 5.13), and dispersed in other parts of the 
neighbourhood. The houses are located at different level; some are quite higher than 
the road level and need long winding stairs (Slide C, Figure 5.13), while some are 
built at lower than the road level (Slide F, Figure 5.13).     
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Figure 5.12. Walk through Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood 
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Figure 5.13. The road to Case 5: Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood (Slide A – H) 
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 5.2.6 Rajbari 
Rajbari neighbourhood (Figure 5.14) is located in Rangamati Ward No. 8 and 
part of the Rangapani Mauza. The Kaptai Lake divides the neighbourhood into two 
segments: one part adjoins the main road (Figure 5.15) and the other is an island 
(Figure 5.16), only to be accessed by boats. This neighbourhood is a significant area 
in Rangamati, as a number of important centres for CHT and Rangamati itself are 
located here. The CHT community chief’s administrative centre and residence are 
located in the island part of the neighbourhood. The UNDP headquarters for three 
CHT districts, and for other NGO offices, are located along its roadside. There are a 
mix of services in the area, such as shops, a club (the Rangamati Club), and 
restaurants (Slide A, Figure 5.17). The largest Buddha statue in Rangamati is housed 
at the temple in this neighbourhood. 
In the section of the neighbourhood adjoining the main road, a street links the 
main road (Rangamati-Chittagong Road) to the lakeside. The lots have relatively 
generous setback compared to the dense situations in other neighbourhoods. If 
entered from the main road, it can be observed that there are few buildings. This is 
because there is no alley on the right side of the street, as there is on the opposite 
side. A number of alleys on this opposite (left) side connect the houses at the back of 
the neighbourhood. For security reasons, brick-built boundary walls or timber fences 
are erected along the street. Most of the houses in this neighbourhood are RCC or 
brick buildings (Slide B, Figure 5.17); however, close to the lakeside, there are some 
houses and shops built with bamboo and timber (Slide C, Figure 5.17). 
For traveling from the lakeside to the island neighbourhood, boats are the only 
available transport, as there is no bridge to connect the island to the main part of the 
town (Slide D, Figure 5.17). According to locals, in the past, there had been attempts 
by the government administration to build a public bridge; however, the disapproval 
of the former community chief shelved the project. The whole island is a range of 
hills sprawling on the lake. After landing from the boat, visitors need to climb a large 
staircase to reach the top of the hill where the community chief’s office, residence, 
temple and other historic artefact are located (Slide E - H, Figure 5.17). This place is 
one of the landmark sites for visitors to Rangamati.  
Apart from these significant buildings, only a few houses can be seen on the 
western part of the sprawling island, as the neighbourhoods are located on its eastern 
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 side, where rows of houses can be observed. There is a vast green space in the 
middle of this part of the island. The main pathway circles this open space and alleys 
offshoot along the ridgeline of the hills. Rows of dwellings are set along each side of 
the street (Slide K & N, Figure 5.18). As there is no setback rule, sometimes unusual 
edges and lot size crop up (Slide M, Figure 5.18). There are shop-houses in this 
island neighbourhood, as its overall population is about 2000 (Slide J & L, Figure 
5.18). The only school in the neighbourhood is also located at the hilltop (Slide I, 
Figure 5.18). The pathway usually terminates as a cul-de-sac or at a boatyard or 
‘ghat’ (Slide O - P, Figure 5.18). It can be seen that the general private dwellings 
were built with a mix of construction materials, such as brick, timber, bamboo and 
tin roofs. A few RCC or brick structures can be observed. 
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Figure 5.14. Rajbari neighbourhood 
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Figure 5.15. Walk through Rajbari neighbourhood  
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Figure 5.16. Walk through Rajbari neighbourhood  
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Figure 5.17. The road to Case 6: Rajbari neighbourhood (Slide A – H) 
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Figure 5.18. The road to Case 6: Rajbari neighbourhood (Slide I – P)  
5.3 INTERVIEWS 
In this research, the interviews were approached as purposive conversations. 
The purpose was to collect data about the settlement morphology of the urban 
neighbourhoods and the evolution of the particular hill town. The interview strategy 
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 was to select participants who were key decision makers or elderly community 
members who had knowledge of the development of their settlement. The researcher 
had prior contact with local informants to arrange access to relevant headmen or 
elderly persons for interviews.  
Even though highlanders use a variety of languages and dialects in the remote 
rural areas, those who live in the urban areas can generally speak both Bengali (the 
national language) and Chakma (the local language). Thus, interviews were 
conducted in either the Bengali or Chakma language, both of which the researcher 
can also speak.  
The questions were semi-structured, unstructured, and open-ended. The 
approach was conversational and non-directive; however, when particular data was 
required, specific questions were asked. Generally, spontaneous conversation was 
highly encouraged during the interviews. Moreover, as a strategy to dispel any sense 
of intrusion, the researcher was accompanied by local informants who were known to 
the participants. The participants allowed audio recording of the interviews. In some 
cases, when recording was not possible, the researcher took notes of the participants’ 
comments. 
5.4 ON-SITE DOCUMENTS 
One of the research problems (earlier mentioned) was the absence of publicly 
available documentation of the CHT built landscape. The field investigation further 
confirmed the extent of this problem when the researcher visited local institutions in 
search of any available secondary data on the physical setting of the towns or their 
history. The researcher discovered that, while there was relatively large 
concentration of literature available on anthropological, sociocultural, political, and 
agricultural topics pertaining to CHT, there has been almost no study of the 
highlanders’ settlement patterns.  
A few incidental ethnography monographs authored by the British officials 
during the colonial period provide some descriptions of the village settings of various 
highlander groups in the rural areas. While these studies must be noted for their 
commendable introduction to the topic, the post-independence (1947) literature 
reveals that there was, and still is, a glaring absence of any piece of research on the 
settlement patterns of the various groups of highlanders.  
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 The researcher also noted that a large portion of the CHT literature by 
highlander authors and activists is concentrated on highlanders’ political and cultural 
issues. There is a dearth of local literature recording or delineating past or present 
settlements, the changes brought upon them by urban practices, or the changes in 
settlement patterns and social practices. 
There is also very limited map data available on the towns, as there was never 
any cadastral survey of this region. The only forestal and geological survey was done 
in 1964-65 by a Canadian organisation during Pakistan period (van Schendel, et al., 
2000). In addition to lack of field survey and map data, the land issue is a contentious 
topic in this region, as large number of Bengali population are continually resettled 
in many parts of CHT (Adnan & Dastidar, 2011). An authorised survey at a regional 
scale will bring discontent among both highlander and Bengali population.  
In early times of CHT, with less population and abundant land for the hill 
dwellers there was not much scope of dispute at a neighbourhood level. There was 
mutual recognition among neighbours about their respective plot boundary. 
However, in recent times, with pressure due to the influx of Bengali population from 
other parts of the country, the land value has soared in the urban area. The researcher 
found out from field-visit to government’s local land office that the land owners or 
house hold owners are issued a registered number for their land but the lot sizes are 
never defined. During another field visit to Hill chief’s office, the researcher had the 
opportunity to watch one such land dispute among neighbours in the traditional 
(highlander customary law court) court. While acknowledging the contentious 
aspects of the land issue, the researcher notes that developing a comprehensive map 
data of the hill settlements could be useful knowledge base for the overall 
development of CHT.      
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 Chapter 6: Findings and Discussion 
6.1 INTRODUCTION 
This chapter presents the findings of the analysis of the urban neighbourhoods 
of Rangamati through field observations, interviews and available publications. 
Following Section 6.2.1, which traces the evolution of the town since 1960, Sections 
6.2.2-6.2.7 describe the specific findings related to the current and past situations in 
each neighbourhood (case 1 – 6).  
 Using data from field observations and satellite imagery, the researcher 
conducted Figure-ground, Functional, Typological, and Mobility analyses for each 
neighbourhood. The researcher prepared the neighbourhood maps (presented with 
the hill contours) as there was previously no map available of these neighbourhoods. 
The analysis of the interviews revealed the locations of the new neighbourhoods in 
the early phase of the new town development after the old town had been flooded 
due to Kaptai dam in 1960. The findings that have emerged regarding the life history 
of Rangamati town through the analysis of data from the field interviews and on-site 
and off-site documents are reported in Section 6.2. The section 6.2.8 provides a brief 
summary about the neighbourhood findings.   
Section 6.2.9 presents the researcher’s findings of three recurrent 
neighbourhood types or morphotopes in urban CHT. This attempts to answer the 
third question regarding recurrent neighbourhood morphology of urban CHT, after 
the analysis of the case neighbourhood in previous sections.    
The final section 6.3 presents the discussion in an attempt to answer the fourth 
question - “How can the investigation of settlement pattern of the hill 
neighbourhoods contribute to the ongoing discussion of urbanisation in the highland 
regions of Asia?” It discusses the ethnic landscape of CHT as part of the Zomia 
culture area which is going through changes in the wake of rapid urbanisation.    
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 6.2 FINDINGS: HIGHLAND NEIGHBOURHOOD MORPHOLOGY 
6.2.1 The Tale of an Old Town 
This section discusses the findings from the data analysis of field interviews 
and on-site documents collected in Rangamati. In discussing urban form in CHT, it is 
essential to develop an understanding of its early urbanisation. It is known from the 
literature review (Lewin, 1869, 1912) that in the early part of British rule, the CHT 
administrative centre was transferred from Chandraghona to Rangamati because of 
the latter’s proximity to the border. The location of old Rangamati can be seen in an 
early U.S. military map of 1955 (Figure 6.1). The map also shows the previous 
headquarter town, Chandraghona, and its later location (1960) at Kaptai Dam. A 
magnified segment (Figure 6.2) of the map shows former Rangamati town 
settlements on the bank of Karnaphuli River. The maps show Rangamati town is 
further upstream than Chandraghona, and the site setting at the river bend suggests 
its defensive location.      
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Figure 6.1. Chittagong Hill Tracts, 1955 [U.S. Army Map Service’s Survey of India 1936–43 (1955)]  
# Location of Rangamati 
town in pre-1960 
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Figure 6.2. Rangamati, 1955 [U.S. Army Map Service’s Survey of India 1936–43 (1955)]   
 
 Figure 6.3. Plan of old Rangamati town and Hill chief’s residence at the east bank of Karnaphuli river 
(Researcher’s photograph of map in local participant’s Rangamati house)    
The interviews and conversations at the field-site reveal that the elderly hill 
population still remember the old town and its inundation for the Kaptai Dam. In 
recent times, there have been attempts to pass down the memory of the old town to 
the younger generation through various media. The researcher was able to obtain one 
such artefact – a map delineating the old Rangamati town (Figure 6.3). This was not 
a technical drawing, but rather, a graphical reconstruction of the town map drawn up 
by a layperson for a layperson’s understanding. Thus, the map is simple and easily 
readable. When discussed with elderly participants, some indicated a few mistakes 
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 with regard to the location of buildings; however, overall, many considered it an 
acceptable reconstruction of the town.  
Based on the analysis of the aforementioned map data, participant interviews, 
and other on-site data, the researcher has drawn a map of the old Rangamati town, 
with its key building locations (Figure 6.4).  
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Figure 6.4. Researcher’s map of old Rangamati, pre-1960 
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 The acceptance of this local town map (Figure 6.3) by the hill people was 
evident when the researcher visited urban and rural residents, who have it displayed 
on their living room walls. This is also the case at the local level, where the artefact 
is displayed in public institutions such as the town library and the city’s corporation 
office. 
The attempt to visually reconstruct the old town in the form of a map is 
intriguing because, while architects or planners are trained to perceive and navigate 
in 2-D plans or maps, it is generally very difficult for laypersons to understand such 
artefacts. The attempt raises questions such as: Why use a reconstructed map or plan 
to visualise the old town? Why wasn’t an image or photo, which would be more 
accessible to all, used? The answers lay in the rarity of available imagery of the old 
town. All that is available is a well-known photograph of the Hill Chief’s residence 
(Slide A, Figure 6.5), which is copiously used in many publications, and a few other 
photos (Slide B-C, Figure 6.5). 
 
Figure 6.5. Structures and artefacts in lower Rangamati, pre-1960; Slide A: Hill chief’s residence; 
Slide B: Buddhist temple; Slide C: A canon and shrine of late Hill chief (Hill chief’s personal 
collection) 
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 In the absence of such visual data, the reconstructed map is a way of 
recapturing the image of the old town. It also outlines the fact that the old town, 
which is now at the bottom of Kaptai Lake, embodies the cultural heritage of the 
highlander population and their colonial history. It was interesting to observe the old 
town reviving in the consciousness of the hill people. Fifty years after its flooding, 
when they were at the point of forgetting it, the map was able to restore their 
memories of their old town.  
The findings from the data analysis of interviews reveal the evolution of the 
built landscape of the Rangamati town. The old Rangamati town had two parts, based 
on its site topography; namely, upper and lower Rangamati. While the lower part, the 
main city area, was located on the banks of Karnaphuli River, the upper part was 
always located on the hilly terrain on the town’s periphery. The upper part included 
the Rangamati school, the official residence of the District Commissioner, and a few 
other small neighbourhoods.  
In 1960, the creation of Kaptai Dam and its lake submerged the whole town, 
with the exception of structures that had been located on the hilltops. There was a 
mass exodus of townspeople to surrounding regions and neighbouring countries. 
However, some residents – particularly those already in a privileged position in the 
community – decided against moving too far. Many residents also did not want to 
move to unfamiliar areas. Therefore, along with the administration, the remaining 
townspeople moved to the neighbouring hilly area known as Rangapani Mauza, 
where the Rangamati town is currently located.  
At the local land office, the researcher was able to collect map data illustrating 
the extent of the flooded area. The office had a large hand-drawn map delineating the 
original course of the Karnaphuli River, and the extent of the lake after the creation 
of the dam. The researcher was permitted to photograph the map, as there was no 
small copy available (Figure 6.6). 
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Figure 6.6. Rangamati sub-district map showing flooded area by Kaptai lake and the original course 
of the Karnaphuli river. Source: (Photograph of map taken by author at Rangamati district land office)  
In 1960, the Rangapani Mauza area was an uninhabited, hilly, forested area 
with only two neighbourhoods, one located at each end. The headman led the 
Rangapani (also known as the ‘Mauza’) neighbourhood of about 50 houses, and his 
deputy Karbari (The official title ‘Karbari’ denotes ‘headman’s deputy or assistant’) 
headed the other of about 30 dwellings. There was another neighbourhood located in 
upper Rangamati (This is in the hills, so it was not inundated by the lake), which is 
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 now called Tabalchari neighbourhood (in Ward No. 5). Thus, at that time, prior to 
resettlement of the area, there were only three small neighbourhoods.     
After settling at new Mauza, according to customary rules, the community 
chief assumed the headmanship of Rangapani Mauza from the incumbent headman. 
He also assumed the ownership of areas on one side of the main road. The site 
boundary starts from the current Rangamati college/university area and ends at the 
edge of (the current) Banarupa Street. The sites on the other side of the road were 
kept for those who had lost their properties in the lake.   
At the time, the route (the present road) was just being laid out. As the road 
was not ready for internal mass transportation, such as local bus services, residents 
had to use boats to move from one place to another for about a year. For venturing 
out of town, people had to depend on a distant bus terminal, which later closed down 
when normal services resumed a year later. Both local and regional bus services were 
added for internal and external transportation. For short distances, small taxi services 
were added a few years later. Due to the hilly topography, rickshaw services, the 
most common transport mode in Bangladesh, was never considered as an option.    
The town lost a large part of its population and its public and private 
infrastructure in the flooding disaster. Since 1960, all infrastructures – administrative 
offices, service facilities, and quarters – had to be completely re-established. The 
development of the town also suffered as a result of national and regional events, 
such as Bangladesh’s gaining of independence from Pakistan in 1971, and ethnic 
conflict in CHT from the mid-1970s to the late 1990s. These historical events, along 
with other socio-cultural factors, influenced the overall growth of urban development 
in CHT, and some aspects of the events contributed to shaping the morphology of its 
neighbourhoods. 
6.2.2 Case 1: Banarupa  
In the field interviews, the researcher discovered that, prior to the creation of 
the Kaptai Dam and its lake in 1960, there was no settlement in the particular 
location where Banarupa neighbourhood now sits. This location, a forested area, was 
originally part of a large area known as Kathaltali (of Rangapani Mauza). The name 
was derived from the particular fruit trees growing there. The current name Banarupa 
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 was attributed to the establishment of the Government Forest Office nearby (In the 
Bengali language, ‘Bana’ means ‘forest’).  
In this area, two early neighbourhoods settled on each side of the current 
Banarupa Street. As mentioned earlier, at that time, the community chief owned part 
of the area bordering the street. In his part, the first neighbourhood of about ten to 
twenty houses was established. The dwellers were an indigenous group known as the 
‘Saontal’, whose population is distributed around the Bengal delta. The group stayed 
only a short time and, generally, are not mentioned among the indigenous groups 
who lived in CHT temporarily. The literature does mention the Gurkha, a Nepalese 
highlander group famous for its warlike reputation. The group fought as British 
soldiers in both world wars, and were posted in the border areas to repel the raids 
from Lushais and other highlanders. The second settlement was established by 
highlanders. The settlements stood where a petrol pump station currently stands. The 
original neighbourhood shifted inland from the roadside.  
Since then, for three decades, the neighbourhood underwent a period of gradual 
development. It had been a typical residential neighbourhood with a few shops and 
other facilities. However, the serenity of the quiet neighbourhood changed abruptly 
with a tragic event in the early 1990s when a citywide ethnic conflict erupted 
between the highlanders and the Bengali population. The conflict started at the 
Reserve Bazar Market with an incident between Bengali traders and highlander 
farmers. However, the situation escalated, as the already simmering tension between 
the two population groups burst along the ethnic fault line. In the aftermath of this 
event, the highlander farmers decided to relocate their trading place to Banarupa. 
This subsequently stimulated an abrupt change in the layout of the neighbourhood. 
Figure-ground analysis 
A figure-ground analysis (Figure 6.8) of Banarupa illustrates the linear and 
congested commercial development along the main street. Considering the human 
and vehicular traffic it carries, the street is narrow. During weekly bazaar days, the 
effective width is reduced due to the temporary stalls set up by farmers and vendors. 
The shops are the first layer of development, and the houses at the back of these are 
linked to the main street by alleys. 
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 There are only two open spaces alongside the market. One space is occupied by 
a pump station, which is used by local youths as a meeting place in the evening when 
few vehicles are around. Another open space is in the middle of the market place, 
and is usually used as an extension of the farmers’ market on weekly bazaar days; it 
also hosts a tea-stall, which is used for refreshments for local youths and incoming 
farmers or traders. 
Functional analysis 
Functional analysis (Figure 6.9) shows that the neighbourhood is of mixed 
function, with mostly commercial activities and relatively few houses, considering 
the size of the neighbourhood. The overall tenancy status is mostly rented (about 
70%), with only about 20% of houses owned by their occupants. There are also a 
number of mixed-use buildings with shops on the ground floor and rented upper 
floors. Other amenities and services include a bank and health facilities.  
Building typology 
In typological analysis (Figure 6.12) it can be seen that about a quarter of the 
built forms are either of brick or RCC structure. More than a quarter are of composite 
structure – with the mixed use of bamboo, timber, brick, and tin sheets. The houses 
and shops are not built in the traditional style of platform or stilt structure. This could 
be because they are owned by Bengali traders – the majority of the population.  
Mobility analysis  
Mobility analysis (Figure 6.7) reveals that, while known for its marketplace, 
the area is also known as a water transportation hub. Launches and boats carry 
people, goods and supplies from other parts of the district to the Banarupa ghat, or 
boat landing. The main street connects this to the main road. The main street is used 
by all forms of available vehicles – from truck to motorbike. The general population 
usually use a personal motorbikes or taxi service to travel in and out of the 
neighbourhood. 
6.2.3 Case 2: Tridibnagar 
In Tridibnagar neighbourhood, the first houses were built two or three years 
after the inundation. The name of the neighbourhood was derived from the name of 
the former community chief Raja Tridib Roy, as many of the houses were built by 
his relatives. At first, the settlement started with just three houses, built by three 
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 members of an extended family. The first house still exists, while the other two have 
been demolished to make way for new building in their place.  
From the current layout, it can be determined that the houses occupied the top 
part of the hill, and a path was laid out on the edge of the terrain. It can also be seen 
that the first house is located downhill from the other two. This placement upholds 
the traditional site selection practices of highlanders, which suggest that junior 
members should be located uphill than their senior counterparts. According to one 
interviewee’s own admission, they tried to maintain these customary practices in the 
neighbourhood during the early years, but could not maintain them due to the 
scarcity of land in later periods. 
Figure-ground analysis 
The figure-ground analysis (Figure 6.8) of Tridibnagar shows the houses 
stacked in layers. The main access to the neighbourhood is a narrow cul-de-sac, 
branching out of the main street of the Banarupa neighbourhood. The narrow alleys 
and steps link the houses on the slope of the hill. Judging by the layout and 
information received in the interviews with local participants, the development 
sequence is apparent: the street-side houses were the first layer of settlement; later, 
successive layers of houses were built behind them on the hill slopes. The outermost 
houses partly hover on the water, as they are built on stilts.    
Functional analysis 
In functional analysis (Figure 6.10) it can be seen that the Tridibnagar 
neighbourhood is a wholly residential neighbourhood. It is a close-knit 
neighbourhood where the residents are known to each other. From the data analysis 
of interviews, it is apparent that a clan of family members started the development, 
and ensured that land sales were only made to known persons within the hill group. 
This control of access helped to build a close-knit neighbourhood. However, one of 
the interviewees admitted that this control was later lost as the financial situations of 
successive dwellers led them to sell part of their land. This is also apparent from the 
lot size. The lots along the main street are larger with wider building setback than the 
lots at the back. The overall tenancy status is mostly owned, at about 60% owned and 
about 35% rented. As the neighbourhood is small and adjacent to (indeed, it almost 
seems part of) the market neighbourhood, there are no shops within its boundary. 
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 The street also functions as a play area for children. The narrow cul-de-sac 
street effectively limits any passer-by entering the neighbourhood for no particular 
purpose. Additionally, only a limited range of vehicles can use this narrow street.  
Building typology 
The typology analysis (Figure 6.13) reveals that a quarter of Tridibnagar’s 
structures are either RCC or brick building. The others are all of composite type – a 
mix of materials such as bamboo, timber, brick, and tin sheet. The outer layers of 
houses are built on stilts, as they are on the hill slope. A few are styled in traditional 
housing form. Almost all the residents are from several hill groups, thus determining 
the ethnic character of the neighbourhood.  
Mobility analysis  
Generally, Tridibnagar’s residents use motorbikes as a convenient form of 
vehicle in the narrow street, where only smaller vehicles such as cars, microbuses, 
taxis and small trucks can pass. The street has additional space near the entry point, 
which is used by vehicles for turning, as the street is a cul-de-sac. 
6.2.4 Case 3: Shashi Dewan Para  
The Shashi Dewan Para neighbourhood is named after the first resident of this 
settlement. In this neighbourhood, due to its topography, the houses form a cluster on 
top of each hill, and the pathways follow the edge of the contour. It can be seen that 
some parts of the pathways are constructed with RCC retaining walls to prevent any 
runoff.    
Figure-ground analysis 
A figure-ground analysis (Figure 6.8) of the Shashi Dewan Para 
neighbourhood shows linear and congested development alongside the main street 
that turns and bends with the terrain. The street ends at a neighbourhood school. The 
school has students who are from surrounding rural neighbourhoods and who usually 
use boats to come to school. The street is used by people from nearby 
neighbourhoods to go to the Banarupa Bazaar. Because passers-by have access to 
this residential street, unlike the previous neighbourhood, it does not have any other 
function. Rather, the researcher observed that a secondary street branching off the 
main street is used by the children as a play area. This branch street is also used as 
open space in the neighbourhood. 
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 The houses are grouped linearly along the line of the street while following the 
terrain. In some parts of the neighbourhood, the houses are quite congested; in 
others, there is more open space. There are few alleys as most of the houses have 
access to the street and, according to the field observations; some houses are 
interlinked to access the main street.  
Functional analysis 
The Shashi Dewan Para (Figure 6.11) neighbourhood is fully residential, with 
just one school and no shops. The school serves its immediate and nearby 
neighbourhoods. The main street provides an alternative route for nearby 
neighbourhood residents to get to the launch ghat or the market. The overall tenancy 
status is mostly owned (about 68%), with only about 32% houses rented.  
Building typology 
In the Shashi Dewan Para neighbourhood (Figure 6.14) about half the houses 
are built with temporary construction materials such as bamboo; approximately a 
quarter are RCC or brick buildings, and the rest are of composite mixed materials. 
Many of the houses are fashioned in Bengali style, as the terrain is flat in some parts 
of the neighbourhood. However, the neighbourhood population is mostly highlander. 
Mobility analysis  
The Shashi Dewan Para area can be accessed by boat from nearby 
neighbourhoods, as well as from the main street of the Banarupa neighbourhood. 
When the Banarupa street is jam-packed on weekly bazaar days, residents can take 
boats from the school ghat to cross the lake to go to the main road. The residents use 
both the waterway and common transport forms such as taxi or motorbike.  
6.2.5 Case 4: Purba Tribal Adam 
Purba Tribal Adam (Figure 6.15) is one of the earliest settlements in the town. 
This neighbourhood and its adjacent areas were known as the Kathaltali 
neighbourhood. However, this was later renamed because of the large population of 
highlanders living there. Over time, the old structures have been replaced by public 
buildings. It can be seen that there are quite a sizeable number of government offices 
and quarters located here, and that the area is less dense compared to other 
neighbourhoods.  
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 Figure-ground analysis 
The figure-ground analysis (Figure 6.16) shows that the Purba Tribal Adam 
neighbourhood is less dense than other neighbourhoods. On the approach road, close 
to the Forest Office, there are dense clusters of houses. However, inside the 
neighbourhood, the lots have wide setback and more open space. The houses are 
interspersed with public amenities. The regular pattern of houses in some parts 
reveals that they are government quarters.  
The main street is wide and connects the residents to the main road as well as 
to other neighbourhoods. Therefore, the neighbourhood is quite accessible from a 
number of routes. However, analysis of the field observations shows that the open 
spaces are under-utilised, and that the main part of the neighbourhood functions 
neither as an ethnic quarter, nor as a gated community (such as an officers’ colony).      
Functional analysis 
The Purba Tribal Adam neighbourhood (Figure 6.17) is of mixed function with 
mostly residential features and public institutions such as government offices, 
schools, a Buddhist temple, and a mosque. For the private houses, the overall tenancy 
status is mostly owned (about 75%), with only about 25% rented.  
Building typology 
In this neighbourhood (Figure 6.18), other than the government quarters, 
structures are built with bamboo or timber. Relatively few houses are of RCC or 
brick structure, while a substantial number are made from mixed materials. 
 Mobility analysis  
The Purba Tribal Adam neighbourhood is accessible either from other 
neighbourhoods or from the main road via its wide streets, which are wide enough to 
carry all forms of vehicles. The neighbourhood can also be accessed via its lake side; 
this alternative route is usually taken by dwellers living near the water.  
6.2.6 Case 5: Pashchim Tribal Adam 
The Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood (Figure 6.15) was also formerly a 
part of the aforementioned Kathaltali neighbourhood. The name ‘Pashchim Tribal 
Adam’ now refers only to the western part of the Kathaltali neighbourhood. Its street 
is named after the Karbari of an early settlement. 
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 Figure-ground analysis 
The figure-ground analysis (Figure 6.16) of Pashchim Tribal Adam shows that 
it is dense in some parts and dispersed in others. There are parallel streets leading to 
the houses, most of which are clustered around these alleys. The houses are fanned 
out to face the waterfront. The streets are less wide than in the adjacent 
neighbourhood and houses are of irregular pattern, revealing the informal nature of 
the settlement.  
Functional analysis 
The Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood (Figure 6.17) has a residential 
function only. The overall tenancy status is about 75% owned, and 25% rented. As 
the houses in the neighbourhood are widely spread across a large area, the ethnic 
nature of the neighbourhood is not so evident. However, the researcher observed that 
the public water-well on the street side provides a good opportunity for residents to 
meet, and encourages bonding among neighbours of varied ethnicity and 
background.     
Building typology 
About half of the Pashchim Tribal Adam built forms are made from temporary 
materials such as bamboo (Figure 6.18). The dilapidated state of many houses 
reveals the poor economic status of the neighbourhood. A few mud houses were also 
observed. The rest of the houses are of RCC, brick, or composite structure. It was 
also observed that most of the houses are styled in Bengali housing types, with the 
exception of a few that are built on stilts. The terrain has been flattened, and retaining 
walls prevent any erosion. The stilt structures were observed in a steep location, 
where cutting soil to achieve level ground would be cost prohibitive. In these cases, 
winding steps link the structures to the street level.   
Mobility analysis  
The Pashchim Tribal Adam area must be accessed through its adjacent eastern 
neighbourhood. It can also be accessed by boat as it has a wide lake frontage. 
However, the researcher observed that there are not many facilities available for 
boats on the waterfront, as it is only a short walk to the main road. Streets are wide 
enough to carry all sorts of transport. 
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 6.2.7 Case 6: Rajbari 
The Rajbari neighbourhood (Figure 6.19) is so-named because the Hill chief’s 
residence is located there (In Bengali, ‘Rajbari’ literally means ‘king’s house’). This 
neighbourhood is one of the oldest neighbourhoods in Rangamati town. It has been 
able to retain some trace of early settlements as the area is relatively protected from 
external influence.  
Figure-ground analysis 
In the island part of the Rajbari neighbourhood, the figure-ground analysis 
(Figure 6.20) illustrates dispersed structures on the western side. The hill chief’s 
offices and residence, and the temple, are sited in an axial formation. The 
neighbourhood school is at the centre of the island. The street follows the terrain and 
links both halves of the neighbourhood. Due to its topography, the neighbourhood is 
segmented into a number of cul-de-sacs and alleys. 
The neighbourhood houses on the eastern part of the island are clustered along 
the streets and alleys and mostly face the waterfront. The houses are not in dense 
formation; rather, they are loosely organised along the path. The lot sizes of the 
houses have wide setbacks, and there is a huge open space in the centre of the island.  
Functional analysis 
The island neighbourhood is functionally mixed (Figure 6.21), and is divided 
into two sections: the mixed section consisting of the Hill chief’s residence and 
offices, and the Buddhist temple; and the residential section. There are a number of 
international and local NGO offices located in the mainland section of the 
neighbourhood. In this section, at one side of the street, residences of the local elite 
are located. Their lots have wide frontage and setback from all sides. On the other 
side of the street, there are NGO offices, houses, shops, restaurants, cafes, and clubs.  
Building typology 
In the mainland part of the Rajbari neighbourhood (Figure 6.22), the houses are 
generally of RCC or brick structure, and a few temporary houses and shops are built 
on the periphery. There are a few bungalow style houses, revealing the local elite’s 
fascination with the colonial past. Others have been built as apartments. On the 
island, most of the houses in the residential section are built with mixed materials, 
while houses on the periphery are made of temporary materials. 
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 Mobility analysis  
The island is not connected by any bridge. Boats are the only form of transport 
to the mainland. There are boatyard or ghats on both eastern and western sides of the 
island. The hill chief has his own ghat for traveling. There is no service for transport 
within the island. Getting on and off the island after-hours is a major issue for the 
residents. There are options – such as the use of speedboats or prior arrangement 
with the boatman – but these are available only in emergency situations and are 
usually preserved for the local elite.   
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Figure 6.7. Three neighbourhoods: Banarupa, Tridibnagar & Shashi Dewan Para 
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Figure 6.8. Figure-ground analysis: Banarupa, Tridibnagar & Shashi Dewan Para 
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Figure 6.9. Functional analysis map: Banarupa neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.10. Functional analysis map: Tridibnagar neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.11. Functional analysis map: Shashi Dewan Para neighbourhood  
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Figure 6.12. Typological analysis map: Banarupa neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.13. Typological analysis map: Tridibnagar neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.14. Typological analysis map: Shashi Dewan Para neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.15. Purba Tribal Adam  and Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.16. Figure-ground analysis: Purba Tribal Adam and Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.17. Functional analysis map: Purba Tribal Adam and Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.18. Typological analysis map: Purba Tribal Adam and Pashchim Tribal Adam neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.19. Rajbari neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.20. Figure-ground analysis: Rajbari neighbourhood  
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Figure 6.21. Functional analysis map: Rajbari neighbourhood 
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Figure 6.22. Typological analysis map: Rajbari neighbourhood…
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 6.2.8 Summary 
Although the three neighbourhoods: Banarupa, Tridibnagar and Shashi Dewan 
Para (Figure 6.7), have different census designations and are different in character, 
their fate is intertwined due to their proximity. In the figure ground analysis (Figure 
6.8), the three neighbourhoods are presented in one map due to their proximity. It 
shows the density of the built forms and, the built and unbuilt relationship. The 
functional analysis (Figure 6.9 – Figure 6.11) and typological maps (Figure 6.12 –
Figure 6.14) presented for each neighbourhood showed the activities occurring in the 
neighbourhoods and the types of built form, based on their construction material.  
For the above mentioned three neighbourhoods, the establishment of a major 
farmers’ market decades ago initiated a major change in the neighbourhoods as 
permanent shops, food stalls, small restaurants and hotels were built to cater for the 
needs of local shoppers, vendor farmers as well as traders. Two decades ago, a 
relatively smaller population in the urban area afforded dwellers a wider setback 
from the street for their lots. From the current layout of the houses, it can be seen that 
the previous setback areas were filled with rows of shops. The researcher also 
observed a similar phenomenon on a smaller scale in other neighbourhoods. There 
were also cases where landowners started to build shops, food stalls, restaurants and 
(even hotels) on their unused lots. The arrangement of shop spaces defined the edge 
of the street. Maps suggest a lack of hierarchy in the irregular settlement organisation 
and the absence of formal open spaces about these neighbourhoods as well as the 
other ones. 
The Tribal Adam neighbourhoods (Figure 6.15 – Figure 6.18) are an overlay of 
early hill population settlements and later government structures. The eastern 
neighbourhood – Purba Tribal Adam – is mostly taken up by government office 
quarters and a few other offices. Some vestige of the original regulated pattern 
remains, with similar setback and structures. Field observations revealed that near the 
government housing, there are rows of houses with very high fences, suggestive of 
resettled populations sheltered on public open space. These houses are indicative of 
slums, albeit more fortified than their counterparts in large metropolitan cities. Also, 
unlike in major cities, their tenure looks relatively secure, considering the prevailing 
tenuous ethnic situation and tacit approval from the authority. This type of housing 
occupies a moderate amount of space, but reduces the public open space.  
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 In contrast, the settlement of the hill folks can be found at the water’s edge, and 
their structures are indigenous in style. There are also many Bengali style houses 
with highlander residents here. Some of these houses are larger, suggesting that their 
residents are more affluent than their fellow neighbours. This partly shows the hill 
societies’ gradual national acculturation.  
It can also be seen that quite a number of the houses are on fringe land. 
According to regional rules regarding fringe land in CHT, structures built lower than 
36 m (120 ft) are considered unsafe as they can be flooded if the water level rises 
even slightly. Generally, however, the water level stays at less than 30 m (90 ft). 
With a growing population in the town and the high price of elevated land, many 
newcomers are forced to buy this much less expensive fringe land. In recent times, 
however, the water level is dwindling and, reportedly, many view this land as a 
bargain.      
In the Rajbari neighbourhood (Figure 6.19), the figure ground analysis (Figure 
6.20) showed that the eastern part of the island has a dense concentration of built 
form, while the western part contains just a few buildings. In the roadside area, one 
side of the street is denser than the other side. In both cases, this is indicative of the 
prevailing private ownership of the plots. As there is no bridge to connect to the 
mainland, rather than crossing the whole island to board a boat, residents prefer to 
board from their own part of the island. In the island neighbourhood, there are also 
no vehicle services available.  
In this neighbourhood, the functional analysis (Figure 6.21) shows that there is 
a greater variety of activity in the mainland part of the neighbourhood. In the island 
part, with the exception of the community chief’s office, a temple, and a school, the 
land use is entirely residential. In the neighbourhood, the typological analysis (Figure 
6.22) shows that there are considerably more buildings in one section of the 
neighbourhood, which is indicative of the section’s economic condition.  
6.2.9 Highland neighbourhood type 
Finally, three types or morphotopes of neighbourhoods are proposed as 
characteristic of the highland neighbourhoods, and the following table summarises 
the features of each of these neighbourhoods in terms of its figure-ground, function, 
building types, mobility, and building elevation. 
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 Highland 
Neighbourhood 
type 
Figure-ground analysis Functional analysis Typological analysis Mobility analysis Building heights 
Island 
neighbourhood 
(Figure 5.18; 
Figure 6.21) 
# Irregular layout  
# Pathway follows 
topography 
# Built forms face 
waterfront or street edge 
# Crematorium site or 
graveyard 
 
# Limited functions 
# Less commercial activity (a few 
laneway shops but not many) 
# Residents are either urban elite 
or of lower economic status  
# Less land value 
# Ethnic quarter 
 
# Mostly composite or of temporary 
materials (Construction and carrying  
cost is higher)  
# For urban elites bungalow type and 
for residents with lower economic 
capability Bengali style is preferred 
(construction workers can be hired 
at a less cost)  
# Water 
transportation 
 
# Usually one or 
two storeyed  
Bazaar 
neighbourhood 
(Figure 5.4; 
Figure 6.9) 
# Linear and congested 
layout with intermittent 
open space 
# Commercial spaces 
alongside street 
# Houses at the back of 
the shops 
# Narrow streets (any 
extra width of space is 
utilised by street vendors) 
# Mixed function 
# Vibrant commercial activity 
# Less land value than fully 
residential neighbourhood but 
relatively more than island 
neighbourhood 
# Residents are either traders or of 
mixed economic status but not the 
affluent ones  
 
# Mostly RCC/ brick or composite  
 
# Usually Bengali style house 
designed for plains  
 
# All available forms 
of transportation 
modes 
 
# Well connected to 
roads and waterways 
# Usually one or 
two storeyed with 
few multi-
storeyed 
buildings  
Residential 
neighbourhood 
(Figure 5.8; 
Figure 6.11) 
# Linear or clustered 
pattern based on 
topography 
# Narrow winding street 
# Built form face the street 
edge or waterfront  
# Relatively dense pattern 
of houses 
# Limited functions 
# Less or no commercial activity (a 
few laneway shops but not many) 
# Residents are either urban elite 
or mixed economic status 
# Small scale residential 
#Neighbourhoods have higher land 
value  
 
# Mostly RCC/ brick or composite  
 
# Usually Bengali or western style 
house designed for plains (local elites 
are more prone to acculturation) 
 
# Generally All 
available forms of 
transportation 
modes 
 
# Well connected to 
roads (in some cases 
waterways) 
# Usually one or 
two storeyed but 
multi-storeyed 
buildings are 
trending 
Table 6.1. Highland neighbourhood morphology 
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 6.3 DISCUSSION: URBAN CHT AND ZOMIA LANDSCAPE 
Asian cities are characterized by complex mix of settlement patterns and built 
form types, mirroring interplay between great variety of societies and diverse 
influences (Dutt, 1994). The overlapping of various cultures, ethnicities, religious 
beliefs and economies through pre-colonial, colonial and post-colonial history has 
shaped settlements with different morphogenesis even within the same region. 
Despite continent-wide diversity, characteristically, the study of urban form in Asia 
focuses on main urban centres; recent studies investigate major cities mainly in 
China, Japan and Korea. Other regions or minor centres await scholarly attention in 
terms of systematic morphological analysis.  
This thesis attempts to draw attention to the urban forms in the Asian highlands 
at the cross-border of various nation-states, with particular focus on the mountainous 
borderland between South Asia and Southeast Asia. Historically, the multiethnic and 
culturally heterogeneous highland societies coexisted peacefully in this region, 
frequently with a number of hill groups living within the same settlement (Scott, 
2009). With modernisation and influx of in-migration, the highland town has 
developed from ‘mainly indigenous entity to becoming the seat of vast cultural 
hybridization’ (Michaud, 2010, p. 214). Moreover, the region is characterised by not 
only the typical dichotomies of indigenous modernity such as global-local; western-
eastern; modern-traditional; but the upland-lowland dualism that defines social as 
well as spatial relationship within the same valley. At the backdrop of urbanisation, 
the highland settlements at the cross-border of dominant Sinic and Indic cultures are 
developing particular morphological types, characterised by geographically upland 
setting, pre-colonial history, regional trading centre, ethnic diversity and developing 
cultural tourism. These frontier regions are often a contested place, as highland 
societies generally face an antagonistic relationship with the established authority in 
plain areas.  
In order to understand the complex morphogenesis of this region at the edge of 
different political and cultural societies, the concept of Zomia (Scott, 2009; van 
Schendel, 2002), derived from geography and ethnological studies, can provide a 
possible framework to inform a typological discussion about the diverse settlements 
of this area. Previous study about Zomia built environment are fragmented. 
Commenting on comparative research of traditional Asian settlements; Knapp (2003, 
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 p. 10) argues that ‘imaginative scholarship must be focused on delineating cultural 
regions, sketching patterns of diffusion, and understanding the nature of adaptation 
and acculturation of cultural material within and across contemporary borders’. In 
urban morphology discipline, Whitehand (2012) urges for broadening the research 
boundaries through comparative and cross-cultural studies of similar culture areas in 
Asia and other parts of the world. He is also concerned that much research has been 
based on individual case studies of local significance without relating to any wider 
framework or cross-disciplinary studies (Whitehand, 2012). The study of vernacular 
architecture in this region has been covered through investigations about traditional 
dwellings of particular hill groups (Knapp, 2003; Oliver, 1997). But, in this case, an 
overarching framework requires to be developed in order to understand the complex 
relationship between the different groups and ethnicity sharing the same 
geographical space. The Zomia can be the analytical framework for morphological 
study in this region.  
Just focusing the attention on a specific case study, the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
(CHT), only distinct highland in south-eastern Bangladesh, it is possible to outline 
the necessity of an ethnological framework to inform the discussion about 
morphogenesis of the main regional centres of Zomia geography. In this deltaic plain 
country with a seemingly homogenous population, the CHT area, representing 
physiographic variety as well as diverse ethnicity, languages, social systems and 
religious beliefs (Buddhism/ Christianity), is part of Zomia space (Scott, 2009; van 
Schendel, 2002). In fact, Zomia is ‘derived from zomi, a term for highlander in a 
number of Chin-Mizo-Kuki languages spoken in Burma, India, and Bangladesh ... 
these languages as belonging to the very large family of Tibeto-Burman languages 
spoken all over Zomia’ (van Schendel, 2002). 
Morphological study of CHT region, a Zomia sub-region, has to deal with 
different scales of settlements in order to understand the different settlement patterns 
typical of every ethnic group; Caniggia’s (2001) typo-morphological framework 
(Figure 2.6) suggested the investigation of a system at different scales, beginning 
from regional scale (macro level) to the building scale (micro level). In this study the 
researcher has developed a framework (Figure 4.1) that traces the highland 
settlements from regional level to neighbourhood level. In this framework, 
ethnographic mapping analysis based on available secondary data relates the spatial 
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 distribution of the ethnicities at various geographic scales. A similar approach can be 
used within the analytical framework of Zomia ethnic landscape. In this region, 
unlike the western world, proper maps and aerial survey photographs, even if the 
existing, are hardly accessible due to bureaucracy or security reasons. Therefore, 
though fragmentary, colonial ethnography and a number of ethnological, 
geographical and other social studies during the post-colonial period provide the 
main data sources.  
Finally, the Zomia concept offers the opportunity in applying its morphological 
theories to the cross-border hill towns, opening new frontiers of knowledge-
production. Thus it can join the latest surge of discussions on Asian highlands in 
various social-science studies encouraging interdisciplinary dialogue. Deviating from 
usual nation-state approach (Michaud, 2010; van Schendel, 2002), the framework 
can provide useful tool for doing comparative and cross-cultural studies of urban 
regions in similar culture areas across nation-state boundaries. The investigation of 
settlement pattern of the CHT urban neighbourhoods can contribute to the 
knowledgebase of urban scholarship in the highlands of Asia. As the speed of 
urbanisation accelerates, over time, the cultural landscapes that deserve to be better 
known will be part of our memory only. 
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 Chapter 7: Conclusion 
7.1 RESEARCH PROBLEMS REVISITED 
A single author, however deep his concern and long his effort, cannot 
overcome all the neglect of the past. (Vance, 1990, p. 4)  
The main research purpose of this thesis was to examine the morphological 
aspects of urban neighbourhoods in CHT, and its introductory chapter presented the 
background from which this purpose emerged. The central research question was: 
“What settlement patterns characterise the urban neighbourhoods of the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts region in Bangladesh?” The associated research questions led this study 
to the most significant issues relating to settlement in CHT. While the study cannot 
overcome ‘all the neglect of the past’, as Vance (1990, p. 4) cautions above, it does 
fill many of the gaps that the historical record has failed to provide. 
7.1.1 Constraints of settlement study in CHT  
The first research question asked: “What characteristic constraints or problems 
are faced when conducting research on the settlement patterns of the CHT 
neighbourhoods?” In order to answer this question, Chapter 2 discussed the 
following: the theoretical underpinnings of urban morphology; the spread of this 
knowledge base in the western world; the implications of this knowledge for the 
study of traditional settlements; and the absence of similar studies of the CHT region. 
The Literature Review (Chapter 2) very clearly shows that, while urbanisation in 
Asia is spreading far into its once peripheral regions, the absence of available data 
and literature on local settlements is an impediment to the study of settlement in this 
part of the world.  
7.1.2 Methods for settlement study in CHT 
Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 focused on the methodological aspects of the study by 
addressing the second research question: “In consideration of these constraints, what 
methods can be adopted to identify and examine the settlement pattern of the case 
neighbourhoods?” The relevance of urban morphology as a major research 
methodology for an explorative study of CHT settlements was discussed in Chapter 
3. Chapter 4 then presented the framework of methods that was developed for the 
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 case selection process, given the constraints of limited data and literature on CHT 
settlements. 
7.1.3 Recurrent neighbourhood morphology 
The third research question was: “What are the recurrent settlement patterns 
that characterise the morphology of the urban neighbourhoods in the CHT region?” 
In order to answer this question, Chapter 5 provided a description of CHT case 
neighbourhoods, as observed during the field study. Subsequently, Chapter 6 
presented the findings from the case neighbourhood studies, which highlight the 
existing morphotopes of urban neighbourhoods in CHT. 
7.1.4 Urbanisation in the Highlands of Asia 
The fourth question asked, “How can the investigation of settlement pattern of 
the hill neighbourhoods contribute to the ongoing discussion of urbanisation in the 
highland regions of Asia?” To answer this question, Chapter 6 discussed the patterns 
of change in the urban neighbourhoods of CHT. This discussion was based on the 
case of CHT as a Zomia landscape, and its possible implication as framework for 
urbanisation in the highlands of Asia.    
7.2 RESEARCH LIMITATIONS 
The researcher is aware that this study could have achieved more, given more 
time and resources. He recognises, for example, the potential for expanding the 
number of interviews to include more participants from various social and ethnic 
backgrounds, and thus provide a broader knowledge base. It was noted, for example, 
that participants could only provide specific information about activities that shaped 
their particular section of the neighbourhood. In the absence of published literature 
and data on the neighbourhoods, more participants could have provided primary data 
on the development of the settlement, and more graphic detail about each 
neighbourhood. 
7.3 CONTRIBUTION TO KNOWLEDGE 
This morphological research is the first of its type in CHT, and contributes to 
the knowledge of its urban settlements. In consideration of the constraint of an 
absence of available data, the research developed a framework for the case selection 
process – a framework that can be applied to identify potential case settlements in 
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 similar situations. It is hoped that the findings of highland neighbourhood types and 
their characteristic features will be compared and tested in other highlander towns on 
the borders of India, Bangladesh and Burma. This study also contributes new 
knowledge to the discussion of urbanisation in the highlands of Asia.       
7.4 FUTURE RESEARCH 
This study can be expanded to cover more areas to develop a broader 
knowledge base of the neighbourhoods in CHT. This knowledge base can be used to 
prepare a development framework that informs the preservation of the local character 
of specific neighbourhoods. The preservation of the local character of 
neighbourhoods will, over time, inform and influence the overall urban form. This, in 
turn, will help to preserve the ethnic landscape and the distinct aspects of national 
cultural heritage. 
This study has future research implications for the highland border of India, 
Bangladesh, and Burma (Myanmar), where similar ethnic diversity and complexity 
remains in the context of rapid urbanisation. It will be interesting to undertake 
similar investigations of these urban areas, which present identical geographies and 
ethnicities, albeit in a context of a different scale of urbanisation, and of different 
types of relationship with their nation-state. 
7.5 CONCLUSION 
Urbanisation has brought fundamental changes in the settlement patterns and 
lifestyles of highlanders. The research purpose was to investigate this urbanisation in 
terms of the recurrent urban patterns in CHT. Specifically, the research began with a 
concern for the loss of traditional building culture in CHT. While the vernacular built 
form of the highlanders is well recognised in the literature, their urban lifestyles and 
subsequent changes in their built form in a globalised world have received little 
scholarly attention in Asian urban studies. Despite its diversity, urban scholarship in 
Asia characteristically and primarily focuses on the main urban centres of its nation-
states. Other peripheral geographic regions await systematic urban analysis, which 
could reveal original or peculiar settlement patterns.  
This study draws attention to urban forms in the Asian highlands at the cross-
border of various nation-states, with particular focus on the mountainous borderland 
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 between India, Bangladesh, and Burma (Myanmar). However, the researcher was 
aware of the limitations of generalisation across wide geographies and peoples, and 
confined the boundaries of this study to CHT accordingly. Nevertheless, it can be 
argued that aspects of the study can be useful for CHT Diasporas in adjoining areas, 
such as India’s North-eastern states and Burma (Myanmar), or for regions with 
similar cultural complexity.  
In Developing countries of Asia, planning and conservation issues concerning 
ethnic landscape are fraught with contradictory views. For this reason, greater 
attention needs to be paid to the particular contexts of the settlements, and their 
connections with surrounding developments. This can be achieved by morphological 
studies, which focus on surveying and recording built form types that are 
representative of particular cultures, in order to inform the planning guidelines that 
will preserve them. More specifically, rather than simply exploring particular 
vernacular space types, morphological study at a neighbourhood level can develop 
increased knowledge of the particular context. This knowledge will allow for the 
more accurate formulation of planning guidelines to preserve the character of 
particular towns. This small scale focus is also appropriate, given the lack of 
documented work and cartographic data, which can be a constraint when doing 
fieldwork in Asian neighbourhoods. Therefore, an understanding of neighbourhoods 
can be the primary step in undertaking morphological study in most parts of Asia. 
In a globalised world, all settlements are gradually becoming part of the 
overarching urbanisation process – a continuing realisation of Lefebvre’s (2003) 
visionary concept of complete planetary urbanisation (Brenner, Marcuse, & Mayer, 
2012). In an age of increasing access to transport networks and communication 
technologies, the ethnic landscapes are becoming objects of interest in global 
tourism. For this reason, also, there is the pressing and increasing need to survey and 
record the nature of settlements that are representative of erstwhile peripheral 
regional heritage and cultures, in order to preserve their cultural continuity. To date, 
the ethnic landscapes are still culturally distinct. However, the concern remains that, 
without studies such as the one documented in this thesis, traditional cultural 
landscapes will fall victim to the accelerating speed of urbanization and become but a 
distant memory. 
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Map of Bandarban Zila 
 
 
Both Male Female Marma Mro Tripura Others
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
03                 Bandarban Zila Total 36676 172401 87670 84731 77477 38021 20685 36218
03          1  Bandarban Zila 32057 151202 76981 74221 64444 36984 19178 30596
03          2  Bandarban Zila 2429 11335 5666 5669 8003 133 986 2213
03          3  Bandarban Zila 2190 9864 5023 4841 5030 904 521 3409
03 04               Alikadam Upazila Total 4021 21327 10955 10372 4046 11599 3079 2603
03 04        1   Alikadam Upazila 3588 19287 9898 9389 3244 11328 2946 1769
03 04        2   Alikadam Upazila 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
03 04        3   Alikadam Upazila 433 2040 1057 983 802 271 133 834
03 04 31             Alikadam Union Total 2768 15016 7717 7299 1286 9702 2374 1654
03 04 31      1   Alikadam Union 2335 12976 6660 6316 484 9431 2241 820
03 04 31      2   Alikadam Union 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
03 04 31      3   Alikadam Union 433 2040 1057 983 802 271 133 834
03 04 63             Chokhyong Union Total 1253 6311 3238 3073 2760 1897 705 949
03 14               Bandarban Sadar Upazila Total 8887 39812 20167 19645 22978 5829 1423 9582
03 14        1   Bandarban Sadar Upazila 7082 31202 15880 15322 17484 5724 543 7451
03 14        2   Bandarban Sadar Upazila 1805 8610 4287 4323 5494 105 880 2131
03 14 Bandarban Paurashava 0
03 14 01             Ward No-01 Total 177 1066 472 594 751 0 56 259
03 14 02             Ward No-02 Total 130 702 433 269 106 0 170 426
03 14 03             Ward No-03 Total 132 545 277 268 258 0 222 65
03 14 04             Ward No-04 Total 182 804 383 421 588 25 10 181
03 14 05             Ward No-05 Total 812 3882 1858 2024 2917 61 310 594
03 14 06             Ward No-06 Total 178 803 431 372 472 0 70 261
03 14 07             Ward No-07 Total 10 30 17 13 12 4 10 4
03 14 08             Ward No-08 Total 33 151 87 64 29 13 29 80
03 14 09             Ward No-09 Total 151 627 329 298 361 2 3 261
03 14 15             Bandarban Union Total 1426 6038 3173 2865 3606 0 220 2212
03 14 31             Kuhalong Union Total 2029 8225 4174 4051 6094 10 219 1902
03 14 47             Rajbila Union Total 1885 7624 3868 3756 6074 4 0 1546
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1
Table C-12 : Distribution of Ethnic Households,  Population by Sex, Residence and Community
Ethnic Population in Main Groups
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           Community
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03 14 63             Suwalak Union Total 980 4928 2489 2439 1687 1590 5 1646
03 14 79             Tankabati Union Total 762 4387 2176 2211 23 4120 99 145
03 51               Lama Upazila Total 5802 27006 13630 13376 13752 7267 5314 673
03 51        1   Lama Upazila 5178 24281 12251 12030 11243 7239 5208 591
03 51        2   Lama Upazila 624 2725 1379 1346 2509 28 106 82
03 51 Lama Paurashava 0
03 51 01             Ward No-01 Total 55 208 88 120 194 0 0 14
03 51 02             Ward No-02 Total 13 40 24 16 26 5 2 7
03 51 03             Ward No-03 Total 126 508 239 269 442 9 24 33
03 51 04             Ward No-04 Total 4 10 7 3 0 4 0 6
03 51 05             Ward No-05 Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
03 51 06             Ward No-06 Total 116 567 276 291 559 0 0 8
03 51 07             Ward No-07 Total 115 496 273 223 397 8 80 11
03 51 08             Ward No-08 Total 55 273 144 129 270 0 0 3
03 51 09             Ward No-09 Total 140 623 328 295 621 2 0 0
03 51 15             Aziznagar Union Total 167 861 442 419 472 125 247 17
03 51 27             Faitang Union Total 516 2405 1196 1209 2054 47 247 57
03 51 31             Fasyakhali Union Total 959 4552 2269 2283 2361 888 1133 170
03 51 47             Gajalia Union Total 1669 7411 3736 3675 3414 2019 1779 199
03 51 63             Lama Union Total 523 2618 1335 1283 580 1233 805 0
03 51 68             Rupshipara Union Total 853 3895 2013 1882 2226 1469 175 25
03 51 79             Sarai Union Total 491 2539 1260 1279 136 1458 822 123
03 73               Naikhongchhari Upazila Total 2399 11582 5817 5765 4351 1822 305 5104
03 73        1   Naikhongchhari Upazila 2042 9914 5043 4871 3871 1822 305 3916
03 73        3   Naikhongchhari Upazila 357 1668 774 894 480 0 0 1188
03 73 19             Baishari Union Total 601 2877 1446 1431 1265 465 128 1019
03 73 38             Dochhari Union Total 371 1999 1030 969 157 1357 177 308
03 73 57             Ghumdum Union Total 547 2705 1403 1302 131 0 0 2574
03 73 76             Naikhongchhari Union Total 880 4001 1938 2063 2798 0 0 1203
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Table C-12 : Distribution of Ethnic Households,  Population by Sex, Residence and Community
Ethnic Population in Main Groups
ZL UZ
UN / 
WA
MZ / 
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Vill RMO
 Administrative Unit
       Residence
           Community
Ethnic 
03 73 76      1   Naikhongchhari Union 523 2333 1164 1169 2318 0 0 15
03 73 76      3   Naikhongchhari Union 357 1668 774 894 480 0 0 1188
03 89               Rowangchhari Upazila Total 5719 24745 12617 12128 14300 1292 2019 7134
03 89        1   Rowangchhari Upazila 4664 20207 10249 9958 11531 1292 1633 5751
03 89        3   Rowangchhari Upazila 1055 4538 2368 2170 2769 0 386 1383
03 89 19             Alikhong Union Total 1139 4906 2487 2419 2319 0 683 1904
03 89 38             Nowa Patang Union Total 1058 4289 2192 2097 2536 0 590 1163
03 89 57             Rowangchhari Union Total 1835 8273 4280 3993 4361 0 395 3517
03 89 57      1   Rowangchhari Union 780 3735 1912 1823 1592 0 9 2134
03 89 57      3   Rowangchhari Union 1055 4538 2368 2170 2769 0 386 1383
03 89 76             Tarachha Union Total 1687 7277 3658 3619 5084 1292 351 550
03 91               Ruma Upazila Total 5427 26503 13618 12885 9598 5364 3002 8539
03 91        1   Ruma Upazila 5427 26503 13618 12885 9598 5364 3002 8539
03 91        2   Ruma Upazila 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
03 91 19             Ghalangya Union Total 1002 5538 2831 2707 1060 3363 841 274
03 91 38             Paindu Union Total 1254 5707 2883 2824 3402 4 0 2301
03 91 57             Remakri Pransa Union Total 947 5150 2610 2540 70 1278 1447 2355
03 91 76             Ruma Union Total 2224 10108 5294 4814 5066 719 714 3609
03 91 76      1   Ruma Union 2224 10108 5294 4814 5066 719 714 3609
03 91 76      2   Ruma Union 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
03 95               Thanchi Upazila Total 4421 21426 10866 10560 8452 4848 5543 2583
03 95        1   Thanchi Upazila 4076 19808 10042 9766 7473 4215 5541 2579
03 95        3   Thanchi Upazila 345 1618 824 794 979 633 2 4
03 95 19             Balipara Union Total 1009 4528 2323 2205 2543 344 1100 541
03 95 38             Remakry Union Total 1236 5926 2983 2943 2835 599 1822 670
03 95 57             Thanchi Union Total 1351 6642 3401 3241 1938 2914 1191 599
03 95 57      1   Thanchi Union 1006 5024 2577 2447 959 2281 1189 595
03 95 57      3   Thanchi Union 345 1618 824 794 979 633 2 4
03 95 76             Tindu Union Total 825 4330 2159 2171 1136 991 1430 773
RMO: 1 = Rural, 2 = Urban and 3 = Other Urban Page 3 of 3
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Vill RMO
 Administrative Unit
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           Community
Total Muslim Hindu Christian Buddhist Others
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Table C-13: Distribution of Population by Religion, Residence and Community
03 04 63 852 29 1   Roheni Karbari Para 142 0 0 0 142 0
03 04 63 852 30 1   Bosudeb Karbari Para 258 26 0 0 232 0
03 04 63 852 31 1   Banopur Chakma Para 118 24 0 0 94 0
03 14               Bandarban Sadar Upazila Total 88282 39600 6862 4511 33051 4258
03 14        1   Bandarban Sadar Upazila 46848 14419 779 3183 24306 4161
03 14        2   Bandarban Sadar Upazila 41434 25181 6083 1328 8745 97
03 14 Bandarban Paurashava
03 14 01             Ward No-01 Total 3996 2155 598 145 1080 18
03 14 01 061   2 *Balaghata Para 1373 690 84 46 553 0
03 14 01 160   2 *Balaghata Bazar 867 390 184 32 252 9
03 14 01 560   2 *Paschim Balaghata (Part) 1426 778 303 67 269 9
03 14 01 705   2 *Police Line Area 330 297 27 0 6 0
03 14 02             Ward No-02 Total 4511 3489 387 8 627 0
03 14 02 013   2 *Akhong Ziree 694 483 103 0 108 0
03 14 02 080   2 *Anath Ashram 141 116 5 0 20 0
03 14 02 200   2 *Chitra Sen Baidya Para 140 124 4 0 12 0
03 14 02 400   2 *Horticulture 115 109 0 0 6 0
03 14 02 500   2 *Tripura Knati Karbari Para 234 42 10 0 182 0
03 14 02 561   2 *Paschim Balaghata(Part) 549 527 14 0 8 0
03 14 02 710   2 *Shail Sova 1229 797 183 5 244 0
03 14 02 998 2 *Cantonment Area 1409 1291 68 3 47 0
03 14 03             Ward No-03 Total 3561 1907 672 264 702 16
03 14 03 210   2 *Brick Field 129 24 100 0 5 0
03 14 03 320   2 *Razar Ghoda Sisusadan 553 266 25 34 212 16
03 14 03 425   2 *Jele Para 304 42 262 0 0 0
03 14 03 440   2 *Kashem Para 400 345 45 9 1 0
03 14 03 461   2 *Kalaghata Para 267 194 9 11 53 0
03 14 03 470   2 *Kalaghata Bazar 342 312 13 13 4 0
03 14 03 680   2 *Rowanchhari Bus Station 367 156 136 0 75 0
03 14 03 690   2 *Barua Para/Baiua Area 726 330 16 29 351 0
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03 14 03 760   2 *Tripura Para 174 0 5 168 1 0
03 14 03 830   2 *Ranir Char 50 50 0 0 0 0
03 14 03 858   2 *Rowanchhari Road 249 188 61 0 0 0
03 14 04             Ward No-04 Total 3507 1532 830 72 1064 9
03 14 04 205   2 *Bandarban Bazar 1585 529 318 52 677 9
03 14 04 270   2 *Cinema Hall Area 159 65 53 0 41 0
03 14 04 293   2 *Dhopa Pukur Par 253 117 84 6 46 0
03 14 04 335   2 *Chairman Para 730 369 213 3 145 0
03 14 04 510   2 *Maihyampara(Part) 769 441 162 11 155 0
03 14 04 739   2 *Shahi Mosque Area 11 11 0 0 0 0
03 14 05             Ward No-05 Total 5395 613 632 579 3550 21
03 14 05 209   2 *Barisal Para (Part) 703 408 56 1 238 0
03 14 05 451   2 *Jadhi Para 433 1 16 198 218 0
03 14 05 491   2 *Kayang Area 125 0 5 7 113 0
03 14 05 502   2 *Madhyam Para 2376 103 314 162 1793 4
03 14 05 722   2 *Rajbari Area 268 2 107 22 137 0
03 14 05 868   2 *Ujani Para 1490 99 134 189 1051 17
03 14 06             Ward No-06 Total 7424 4451 1861 163 916 33
03 14 06 180   2 *Banarupa Para 1976 1247 669 12 42 6
03 14 06 192   2 *Banshiapara 486 250 75 0 161 0
03 14 06 263   2 *College Road Area 548 323 54 1 167 3
03 14 06 333   2 *Ghona Para 448 236 137 26 49 0
03 14 06 375   2 *New Golshan 673 251 122 111 189 0
03 14 06 406   2 *Hospital Area 249 179 36 12 22 0
03 14 06 496   2 *Keochin Para 1383 976 160 0 224 23
03 14 06 671   2 *Noapara 403 135 264 0 4 0
03 14 06 773   2 *Siddique Nagar 193 189 4 0 0 0
03 14 06 805   2 *Stadium Aleka 757 420 330 1 6 0
03 14 06 990   2 *Jail 308 245 10 0 52 1
03 14 07             Ward No-07 Total 3656 3481 110 15 50 0
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03 14 07 052   2 *Army Para 1330 1277 37 15 1 0
03 14 07 278   2 *D.C.Office Area (Police Lin 388 354 29 0 5 0
03 14 07 315   2 *Gorstan Mosque Area 492 459 14 0 19 0
03 14 07 757   2 *Sher-E-Bangla Nagar 1168 1140 5 0 23 0
03 14 07 798   2 *Upazila Parishad Area 278 251 25 0 2 0
03 14 08             Ward No-08 Total 3654 2885 614 64 91 0
03 14 08 209   2 *Barisal Para (Part) 588 472 107 0 9 0
03 14 08 258   2 *Bus Stand 285 273 8 3 1 0
03 14 08 389   2 *Hafazghona 1138 891 168 29 50 0
03 14 08 654   2 *Member Para 1265 949 281 9 26 0
03 14 08 723   2 *Shandarabajepara 378 300 50 23 5 0
03 14 09             Ward No-09 Total 5730 4668 379 18 665 0
03 14 09 026   2 *Amtoli Para 427 335 0 0 92 0
03 14 09 423   2 *Islampur 1198 1010 180 3 5 0
03 14 09 457   2 *Joutha Khamar 125 32 9 0 84 0
03 14 09 464   2 *Kashai Para 239 239 0 0 0 0
03 14 09 474   2 *Kashem Para 1162 1106 27 1 28 0
03 14 09 503   2 *Lalmohan Bagan 216 170 22 8 16 0
03 14 09 542   2 *Langi Para 421 289 11 0 121 0
03 14 09 581   2 *Langir Char 150 138 0 0 12 0
03 14 09 670   2 *Meghla 189 124 16 3 46 0
03 14 09 688   2 *Kabiraj Para 391 361 20 3 7 0
03 14 09 695   2 *Khadya Gudam (Food Godown) 499 374 55 0 70 0
03 14 09 807   2 *Tigar Para 197 12 1 0 184 0
03 14 09 824   2 *Town Primary School Area 516 478 38 0 0 0
03 14 15             Bandarban Union Total 9219 2921 130 824 5271 73
03 14 15 062   1 *Balaghata (Part) 1662 342 17 136 1094 73
03 14 15 062 01 1   Bagan Para 27 0 0 0 27 0
03 14 15 062 02 1   Kataly  Para 182 0 0 0 182 0
03 14 15 062 03 1   Lamu Jree Namar Para 164 0 0 3 161 0
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03 14 15 062 04 1   Joy Mohan Para 92 62 6 0 24 0
03 14 15 062 05 1   Natun  Para 7 0 0 0 7 0
03 14 15 062 06 1   Uzi Chhara Para 169 0 0 0 169 0
03 14 15 062 07 1   Manu Head Man Para 71 0 0 0 71 0
03 14 15 062 08 1   Habron Para 133 0 0 133 0 0
03 14 15 062 09 1   Tangpru Para 129 12 8 0 109 0
03 14 15 062 10 1   Mangu Pru  Para 182 0 0 0 182 0
03 14 15 062 11 1   Lamu Jiree Upar Para 184 10 0 0 147 27
03 14 15 062 12 1   Brikhang Para 8 0 0 0 8 0
03 14 15 062 13 1   Lamu Jiree Muslim Para 302 246 3 0 7 46
03 14 15 062 14 1   Purba Balaghata 12 12 0 0 0 0
03 14 15 124   1 *Bandarban (Part) 6292 2562 111 687 2932 0
03 14 15 124 01 1   Goaliakhola Para 656 655 1 0 0 0
03 14 15 124 02 1   Uttar Goaliakhola Char 317 317 0 0 0 0
03 14 15 124 03 1   Doluar Bakpara 119 119 0 0 0 0
03 14 15 124 04 1   Rowaja Para 170 0 0 0 170 0
03 14 15 124 05 1   Dalujire Para 64 0 0 0 64 0
03 14 15 124 06 1   Dumkee Para 157 6 0 0 151 0
03 14 15 124 07 1   Bangamura Para 235 235 0 0 0 0
03 14 15 124 08 1   Bichhinnarbag Para 23 18 0 0 5 0
03 14 15 124 09 1   Sitamura Para 134 0 0 0 134 0
03 14 15 124 10 1   Dath Bhanga Para 114 1 0 4 109 0
03 14 15 124 11 1   Tamru Para 70 70 0 0 0 0
03 14 15 124 12 1   Jiniang    Para 133 5 10 0 118 0
03 14 15 124 13 1   Lamba Ghona Para 247 11 0 0 236 0
03 14 15 124 14 1   Sat Kamal  Para (N) 497 2 4 3 488 0
03 14 15 124 15 1   Kana Bom Para 108 9 0 99 0 0
03 14 15 124 16 1   Reichha Thali Para 695 62 4 0 629 0
03 14 15 124 17 1   Reichha Bazar Alaka 706 622 60 3 21 0
03 14 15 124 18 1   Fisheiri Out Alaka 148 69 0 0 79 0
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03 91 57 316 21 1   Gadipai Para 164 0 0 164 0 0
03 91 57 316 22 1   Pashing Para 70 0 0 42 0 28
03 91 57 316 23 1   Bishai Para 60 0 0 60 0 0
03 91 57 316 24 1   Lengpu Para 57 0 0 6 0 51
03 91 57 316 25 1   Bathiram Para 83 0 0 83 0 0
03 91 57 316 26 1   Ananga Para 120 0 0 120 0 0
03 91 57 316 27 1   Khaleha Para 75 0 0 38 0 37
03 91 57 316 28 1   Mrangko Para 254 0 0 254 0 0
03 91 57 316 29 1   Lohopara 104 0 0 104 0 0
03 91 57 852   1 *Remakri Pransa 2269 1 2 1870 1 395
03 91 57 852 01 1   Sunsum Para 276 0 0 276 0 0
03 91 57 852 02 1   Nuntiar Para 319 0 0 318 1 0
03 91 57 852 03 1   Thaikang Para 206 0 0 206 0 0
03 91 57 852 04 1   Menpa Para 53 0 0 0 0 53
03 91 57 852 05 1   Kashipai Para 56 0 0 53 0 3
03 91 57 852 06 1   Tindanti Para 251 0 2 249 0 0
03 91 57 852 07 1   Slopi Para 215 1 0 214 0 0
03 91 57 852 08 1   Lengu Para 121 0 0 8 0 113
03 91 57 852 09 1   Chhaikheyoun Para 285 0 0 285 0 0
03 91 57 852 10 1   Tamlu Para 252 0 0 252 0 0
03 91 57 852 11 1   Dula Chan Para 235 0 0 9 0 226
03 91 76             Ruma Union Total 12417 1520 491 3813 5779 814
03 91 76      1   Ruma Union 12054 1174 477 3812 5777 814
03 91 76      2   Ruma Union 363 346 14 1 2 0
03 91 76 497   1 *Koladi 2423 13 0 626 1632 152
03 91 76 497 01 1   Palika  Para 232 0 0 0 232 0
03 91 76 497 02 1   Tandhaziri  Para 111 0 0 0 111 0
03 91 76 497 03 1   Kraudang  Para 112 13 0 0 99 0
03 91 76 497 04 1   Arzun  Para 128 0 0 126 2 0
03 91 76 497 05 1   Malenggra  Para 117 0 0 0 117 0
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03 91 76 497 06 1   Bashadew Para 95 0 0 0 95 0
03 91 76 497 07 1   Aungswe  Para 76 0 0 76 0 0
03 91 76 497 08 1   Najerat  Para 72 0 0 69 3 0
03 91 76 497 09 1   Mong Thoaishing Para 109 0 0 0 109 0
03 91 76 497 10 1   Chinlak  Para 106 0 0 4 0 102
03 91 76 497 11 1   Naitong Para 212 0 0 0 212 0
03 91 76 497 12 1   Samakhal  Para 256 0 0 0 256 0
03 91 76 497 13 1   Kaotai Para 52 0 0 0 2 50
03 91 76 497 14 1   Rijuk Para 62 0 0 0 62 0
03 91 76 497 15 1   Monlai Para 250 0 0 242 8 0
03 91 76 497 16 1   Thonthom Ziri Para 23 0 0 0 23 0
03 91 76 497 17 1   Mongyo Para 104 0 0 0 104 0
03 91 76 497 18 1   Mong Shanu Para 35 0 0 0 35 0
03 91 76 497 19 1   Kembuya Para 156 0 0 0 156 0
03 91 76 497 20 1   Nangle Para 115 0 0 109 6 0
03 91 76 781   1 *Poli 6485 933 474 2341 2548 189
03 91 76 781 01 1   Saifopara 139 0 0 0 139 0
03 91 76 781 02 1   Battalhem  Para 63 0 0 58 5 0
03 91 76 781 03 1   Poli Para 180 0 0 0 180 0
03 91 76 781 04 1   Betel Para 646 0 0 646 0 0
03 91 76 781 05 1   Jungre Para 69 0 0 69 0 0
03 91 76 781 06 1   Monagra  Para 15 0 0 0 15 0
03 91 76 781 07 1   Minziri  Para 221 0 0 0 221 0
03 91 76 781 08 1   Upazila Elaka  Head.Q. 167 114 14 5 34 0
03 91 76 781 09 1   Hatimatha  Para 127 0 0 0 127 0
03 91 76 781 10 1   Pailot Para 255 130 30 47 48 0
03 91 76 781 11 1   Jigon Para 100 0 0 87 13 0
03 91 76 781 12 1   Barua Para 267 7 41 19 200 0
03 91 76 781 13 1   Asrom Para 294 0 0 72 218 4
03 91 76 781 14 1   Cauncil Elaka 121 25 11 16 69 0
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03 91 76 781 15 1   Muslim Para 230 218 1 3 8 0
03 91 76 781 16 1   Thana Para 374 123 6 93 152 0
03 91 76 781 17 1   Guna Para 268 15 48 19 182 4
03 91 76 781 18 1   Eden Para 153 0 0 153 0 0
03 91 76 781 19 1   Lon Ziri Para 97 0 0 0 97 0
03 91 76 781 20 1   Lairopi Para 191 0 0 191 0 0
03 91 76 781 21 1   Ruma Bazar East 217 37 19 32 129 0
03 91 76 781 22 1   Ruma Bazar West 218 133 19 21 45 0
03 91 76 781 23 1   Ruma Bazar North 213 61 77 50 25 0
03 91 76 781 24 1   Ruma Bazar South 218 9 30 52 127 0
03 91 76 781 25 1   College Area 96 55 0 7 34 0
03 91 76 781 26 1   Lebujiri Para 163 0 160 0 3 0
03 91 76 781 27 1   Chairagra Para 110 0 0 37 73 0
03 91 76 781 28 1   Selim Para 58 0 0 47 11 0
03 91 76 781 29 1   Eden Road Para 142 0 4 133 5 0
03 91 76 781 30 1   Borshi Para 43 0 0 0 43 0
03 91 76 781 31 1   Mongshadi 126 0 0 126 0 0
03 91 76 781 32 1   Merakfasha Para 30 0 0 0 30 0
03 91 76 781 33 1   Baygomoni Para 102 0 0 102 0 0
03 91 76 781 34 1   Abashik Elaka 246 6 14 60 166 0
03 91 76 781 35 1   Ring Tuipara 181 0 0 0 0 181
03 91 76 781 36 1   Baitunipara 105 0 0 105 0 0
03 91 76 781 37 1   Crangtong Para 91 0 0 91 0 0
03 91 76 781 39 1   Shadu Mokpara 67 0 0 0 67 0
03 91 76 781 40 1   Mongpo Para 82 0 0 0 82 0
03 91 76 923   1 *Ruma 1573 0 0 724 386 463
03 91 76 923 01 1   Mendui Para 79 0 0 0 0 79
03 91 76 923 02 1   Menron Para 50 0 0 3 0 47
03 91 76 923 03 1   Angga Para 134 0 0 0 0 134
03 91 76 923 04 1   Saikot Para 122 0 0 122 0 0
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03 91 76 923 05 1   Kulain Para 54 0 0 54 0 0
03 91 76 923 06 1   Litongshe Para 119 0 0 43 76 0
03 91 76 923 07 1   Mongthoyaichin Para 149 0 0 0 149 0
03 91 76 923 08 1   Enam Para 142 0 0 0 0 142
03 91 76 923 09 1   Rumana Para 151 0 0 151 0 0
03 91 76 923 10 1   Bagamuk Para 125 0 0 0 125 0
03 91 76 923 11 1   Bagalek Para 91 0 0 91 0 0
03 91 76 923 12 1   Ochiram Para 85 0 0 85 0 0
03 91 76 923 13 1   Rembuk Para 42 0 0 6 36 0
03 91 76 923 14 1   Mentuk Para 61 0 0 0 0 61
03 91 76 923 15 1   Luthise Para 56 0 0 56 0 0
03 91 76 923 16 1   Dharziling Para 75 0 0 75 0 0
03 91 76 923 17 1   Lalshom Thomg Para 38 0 0 38 0 0
03 91 76 994   1 *Sengum 1573 228 3 121 1211 10
03 91 76 994 01 1   Bottali Para 294 0 0 0 294 0
03 91 76 994 02 1   Amttali Para 100 0 0 0 100 0
03 91 76 994 03 1   Moyour Para 205 0 0 0 205 0
03 91 76 994 04 1   Mongshaiching Para 58 0 0 0 58 0
03 91 76 994 05 1   Nami Para 100 48 0 13 39 0
03 91 76 994 06 1   Thangnum Para 31 0 0 31 0 0
03 91 76 994 07 1   Ruma Char Upar Para 208 26 0 0 182 0
03 91 76 994 08 1   Rumachar Nicher Para 85 0 0 0 85 0
03 91 76 994 09 1   Wikuk Para 23 0 0 23 0 0
03 91 76 994 10 1   Kaikhyong Jhiri Para 163 102 3 0 58 0
03 91 76 994 11 1   Dulujiri Para 144 0 0 2 132 10
03 91 76 994 12 1   Rayal Para 77 7 0 52 18 0
03 91 76 994 13 1   Sengum Para 85 45 0 0 40 0
03 91 76 998 2 *Army Garison (Reserved Area 363 346 14 1 2 0
03 95               Thanchi Upazila Total 23591 1496 387 8577 11300 1831
03 95        1   Thanchi Upazila 21813 1346 377 8348 9955 1787
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03 04 63 852 22 1   Ishak Para 120 0.0 62.5 37.5 29.2 99.2 0.0 0.8
03 04 63 852 23 1   Naya Para Mog 119 0.0 86.6 13.4 15.1 99.2 0.0 0.8
03 04 63 852 24 1   Kalar Jiri 60 0.0 8.3 91.7 0.0 98.3 0.0 1.7
03 04 63 852 25 1   Mong Paikhy Hadman Para 90 0.0 0.0 100.0 4.4 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 04 63 852 27 1   Karmokar Para 39 0.0 43.6 56.4 5.1 94.9 0.0 5.1
03 04 63 852 28 1   Laru Morung Para 12 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 04 63 852 29 1   Roheni Karbari Para 29 0.0 6.9 93.1 51.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 04 63 852 30 1   Bosudeb Karbari Para 60 0.0 68.3 31.7 5.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 04 63 852 31 1   Banopur Chakma Para 22 0.0 18.2 81.8 4.5 95.5 4.5 0.0
03 14               Bandarban Sadar Upazila Total 18399 26.8 37.6 35.6 54.3 64.5 27.0 8.5
03 14        1   Bandarban Sadar Upazila 10073 2.4 43.7 54.0 27.8 86.3 5.2 8.5
03 14        2   Bandarban Sadar Upazila 8326 56.3 30.3 13.4 86.4 38.2 53.4 8.5
03 14 Bandarban Paurashava
03 14 01             Ward No-01 Total 686 9.9 88.9 1.2 84.0 30.6 64.4 5.0
03 14 01 061   2 *Balaghata Para 287 11.8 87.1 1.0 84.7 27.2 64.5 8.4
03 14 01 160   2 *Balaghata Bazar 151 5.3 92.7 2.0 90.7 41.1 56.3 2.6
03 14 01 560   2 *Paschim Balaghata (Part) 234 5.1 94.0 0.9 77.8 29.9 67.5 2.6
03 14 01 705   2 *Police Line Area 14 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
03 14 02             Ward No-02 Total 850 28.5 70.6 0.9 88.5 34.0 58.1 7.9
03 14 02 013   2 *Akhong Ziree 162 24.7 72.2 3.1 82.1 51.9 45.1 3.1
03 14 02 080   2 *Anath Ashram 28 7.1 92.9 0.0 67.9 10.7 71.4 17.9
03 14 02 200   2 *Chitra Sen Baidya Para 30 36.7 63.3 0.0 90.0 50.0 50.0 0.0
03 14 02 400   2 *Horticulture 28 35.7 64.3 0.0 92.9 28.6 25.0 46.4
03 14 02 500   2 *Tripura Knati Karbari Para 59 27.1 67.8 5.1 89.8 64.4 28.8 6.8
03 14 02 561   2 *Paschim Balaghata(Part) 120 10.8 89.2 0.0 93.3 33.3 62.5 4.2
03 14 02 710   2 *Shail Sova 273 0.0 100.0 0.0 85.0 37.0 60.4 2.6
03 14 02 998 2 *Cantonment Area 150 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 81.3 18.7
03 14 03             Ward No-03 Total 699 7.2 60.9 31.9 63.2 42.3 39.8 17.9
03 14 03 210   2 *Brick Field 30 3.3 3.3 93.3 33.3 66.7 3.3 30.0
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03 14 03 320   2 *Razar Ghoda Sisusadan 45 17.8 0.0 82.2 17.8 4.4 11.1 84.4
03 14 03 425   2 *Jele Para 60 3.3 3.3 93.3 60.0 66.7 21.7 11.7
03 14 03 440   2 *Kashem Para 88 0.0 90.9 9.1 70.5 27.3 68.2 4.5
03 14 03 461   2 *Kalaghata Para 58 1.7 98.3 0.0 67.2 19.0 51.7 29.3
03 14 03 470   2 *Kalaghata Bazar 73 15.1 83.6 1.4 93.2 49.3 49.3 1.4
03 14 03 680   2 *Rowanchhari Bus Station 86 14.0 36.0 50.0 88.4 38.4 60.5 1.2
03 14 03 690   2 *Barua Para/Baiua Area 160 1.3 92.5 6.3 47.5 40.0 39.4 20.6
03 14 03 760   2 *Tripura Para 36 36.1 63.9 0.0 97.2 91.7 8.3 0.0
03 14 03 830   2 *Ranir Char 10 0.0 10.0 90.0 0.0 0.0 10.0 90.0
03 14 03 858   2 *Rowanchhari Road 53 0.0 41.5 58.5 60.4 62.3 26.4 11.3
03 14 04             Ward No-04 Total 688 99.0 0.4 0.6 98.3 33.3 53.3 13.4
03 14 04 205   2 *Bandarban Bazar 227 97.4 0.9 1.8 95.6 30.8 40.1 29.1
03 14 04 270   2 *Cinema Hall Area 20 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 25.0 65.0 10.0
03 14 04 293   2 *Dhopa Pukur Par 44 100.0 0.0 0.0 97.7 47.7 52.3 0.0
03 14 04 335   2 *Chairman Para 156 99.4 0.6 0.0 100.0 50.0 46.8 3.2
03 14 04 510   2 *Maihyampara(Part) 237 100.0 0.0 0.0 99.6 23.2 68.8 8.0
03 14 04 739   2 *Shahi Mosque Area 4 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0
03 14 05             Ward No-05 Total 1146 90.0 8.8 1.2 92.2 44.7 41.4 14.0
03 14 05 209   2 *Barisal Para (Part) 161 100.0 0.0 0.0 80.7 0.0 46.6 53.4
03 14 05 451   2 *Jadhi Para 65 92.3 7.7 0.0 100.0 12.3 16.9 70.8
03 14 05 491   2 *Kayang Area 8 12.5 87.5 0.0 87.5 62.5 37.5 0.0
03 14 05 502   2 *Madhyam Para 551 92.7 7.1 0.2 96.9 55.9 41.9 2.2
03 14 05 722   2 *Rajbari Area 58 86.2 13.8 0.0 67.2 55.2 41.4 3.4
03 14 05 868   2 *Ujani Para 303 81.8 13.9 4.3 93.1 52.5 42.9 4.6
03 14 06             Ward No-06 Total 1479 71.1 20.4 8.5 89.0 42.4 52.4 5.2
03 14 06 180   2 *Banarupa Para 436 51.4 43.6 5.0 95.2 40.8 54.1 5.0
03 14 06 192   2 *Banshiapara 80 66.3 23.8 10.0 100.0 13.8 85.0 1.3
03 14 06 263   2 *College Road Area 99 100.0 0.0 0.0 96.0 67.7 31.3 1.0
03 14 06 333   2 *Ghona Para 103 98.1 1.0 1.0 94.2 34.0 48.5 17.5
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03 14 06 375   2 *New Golshan 144 99.3 0.7 0.0 99.3 25.0 75.0 0.0
03 14 06 406   2 *Hospital Area 44 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 97.7 2.3
03 14 06 496   2 *Keochin Para 292 62.7 11.3 26.0 63.7 62.3 27.4 10.3
03 14 06 671   2 *Noapara 86 84.9 5.8 9.3 95.3 33.7 65.1 1.2
03 14 06 773   2 *Siddique Nagar 45 4.4 73.3 22.2 55.6 48.9 48.9 2.2
03 14 06 805   2 *Stadium Aleka 150 86.7 13.3 0.0 100.0 44.7 54.0 1.3
03 14 06 990   2 *Jail 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
03 14 07             Ward No-07 Total 801 84.3 15.4 0.4 98.8 14.0 85.6 0.4
03 14 07 052   2 *Army Para 298 68.8 30.5 0.7 97.3 14.1 84.9 1.0
03 14 07 278   2 *D.C.Office Area (Police Lin 62 90.3 9.7 0.0 100.0 25.8 74.2 0.0
03 14 07 315   2 *Gorstan Mosque Area 119 80.7 19.3 0.0 98.3 10.1 89.9 0.0
03 14 07 757   2 *Sher-E-Bangla Nagar 263 98.9 0.8 0.4 100.0 13.7 86.3 0.0
03 14 07 798   2 *Upazila Parishad Area 59 98.3 1.7 0.0 100.0 10.2 89.8 0.0
03 14 08             Ward No-08 Total 766 56.3 26.2 17.5 91.6 39.9 56.7 3.4
03 14 08 209   2 *Barisal Para (Part) 130 77.7 5.4 16.9 93.8 36.2 62.3 1.5
03 14 08 258   2 *Bus Stand 52 65.4 7.7 26.9 86.5 28.8 51.9 19.2
03 14 08 389   2 *Hafazghona 226 33.6 44.7 21.7 88.5 42.9 52.7 4.4
03 14 08 654   2 *Member Para 277 71.5 28.5 0.0 100.0 36.5 63.5 0.0
03 14 08 723   2 *Shandarabajepara 81 27.2 12.3 60.5 71.6 56.8 38.3 4.9
03 14 09             Ward No-09 Total 1211 38.0 12.7 49.3 72.9 49.2 40.9 9.9
03 14 09 026   2 *Amtoli Para 87 0.0 0.0 100.0 41.4 66.7 9.2 24.1
03 14 09 423   2 *Islampur 272 46.7 30.1 23.2 89.7 47.1 43.0 9.9
03 14 09 457   2 *Joutha Khamar 30 0.0 0.0 100.0 36.7 60.0 0.0 40.0
03 14 09 464   2 *Kashai Para 52 0.0 1.9 98.1 40.4 92.3 3.8 3.8
03 14 09 474   2 *Kashem Para 242 26.9 3.3 69.8 89.3 41.3 57.4 1.2
03 14 09 503   2 *Lalmohan Bagan 39 0.0 48.7 51.3 43.6 20.5 17.9 61.5
03 14 09 542   2 *Langi Para 99 52.5 5.1 42.4 36.4 84.8 11.1 4.0
03 14 09 581   2 *Langir Char 29 0.0 0.0 100.0 3.4 82.8 13.8 3.4
03 14 09 670   2 *Meghla 15 0.0 0.0 100.0 46.7 53.3 13.3 33.3
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03 14 09 688   2 *Kabiraj Para 93 84.9 15.1 0.0 98.9 20.4 79.6 0.0
03 14 09 695   2 *Khadya Gudam (Food Godown) 118 100.0 0.0 0.0 88.1 20.3 72.0 7.6
03 14 09 807   2 *Tigar Para 43 0.0 14.0 86.0 20.9 86.0 0.0 14.0
03 14 09 824   2 *Town Primary School Area 92 20.7 20.7 58.7 96.7 43.5 50.0 6.5
03 14 15             Bandarban Union Total 2001 1.0 40.3 58.7 34.3 87.5 6.9 5.6
03 14 15 062   1 *Balaghata (Part) 393 0.5 49.6 49.9 25.4 88.0 6.4 5.6
03 14 15 062 01 1   Bagan Para 8 0.0 0.0 100.0 37.5 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 14 15 062 02 1   Kataly  Para 49 0.0 0.0 100.0 16.3 98.0 0.0 2.0
03 14 15 062 03 1   Lamu Jree Namar Para 42 0.0 92.9 7.1 31.0 97.6 2.4 0.0
03 14 15 062 04 1   Joy Mohan Para 17 0.0 100.0 0.0 35.3 94.1 5.9 0.0
03 14 15 062 05 1   Natun  Para 3 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 14 15 062 06 1   Uzi Chhara Para 48 0.0 89.6 10.4 4.2 87.5 0.0 12.5
03 14 15 062 07 1   Manu Head Man Para 20 0.0 5.0 95.0 0.0 95.0 0.0 5.0
03 14 15 062 08 1   Habron Para 29 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 14 15 062 09 1   Tangpru Para 29 0.0 82.8 17.2 72.4 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 14 15 062 10 1   Mangu Pru  Para 46 0.0 2.2 97.8 0.0 95.7 2.2 2.2
03 14 15 062 11 1   Lamu Jiree Upar Para 44 0.0 9.1 90.9 11.4 72.7 11.4 15.9
03 14 15 062 12 1   Brikhang Para 2 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 14 15 062 13 1   Lamu Jiree Muslim Para 54 3.7 64.8 31.5 24.1 57.4 31.5 11.1
03 14 15 062 14 1   Purba Balaghata 2 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 14 15 124   1 *Bandarban (Part) 1286 1.4 34.1 64.5 41.1 84.4 8.6 7.0
03 14 15 124 01 1   Goaliakhola Para 118 0.0 46.6 53.4 45.8 78.8 13.6 7.6
03 14 15 124 02 1   Uttar Goaliakhola Char 58 0.0 98.3 1.7 56.9 87.9 6.9 5.2
03 14 15 124 03 1   Doluar Bakpara 21 0.0 42.9 57.1 38.1 71.4 4.8 23.8
03 14 15 124 04 1   Rowaja Para 39 0.0 2.6 97.4 33.3 97.4 0.0 2.6
03 14 15 124 05 1   Dalujire Para 17 0.0 47.1 52.9 0.0 88.2 0.0 11.8
03 14 15 124 06 1   Dumkee Para 37 0.0 97.3 2.7 0.0 97.3 0.0 2.7
03 14 15 124 07 1   Bangamura Para 40 0.0 55.0 45.0 50.0 87.5 5.0 7.5
03 14 15 124 08 1   Bichhinnarbag Para 6 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
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03 91 57 852   1 *Remakri Pransa 434 0.0 0.0 100.0 42.6 42.9 0.0 57.1
03 91 57 852 01 1   Sunsum Para 52 0.0 0.0 100.0 32.7 0.0 0.0 100.0
03 91 57 852 02 1   Nuntiar Para 59 0.0 0.0 100.0 62.7 1.7 0.0 98.3
03 91 57 852 03 1   Thaikang Para 44 0.0 0.0 100.0 13.6 93.2 0.0 6.8
03 91 57 852 04 1   Menpa Para 12 0.0 0.0 100.0 58.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 57 852 05 1   Kashipai Para 12 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 57 852 06 1   Tindanti Para 53 0.0 0.0 100.0 35.8 0.0 0.0 100.0
03 91 57 852 07 1   Slopi Para 41 0.0 0.0 100.0 31.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 57 852 08 1   Lengu Para 20 0.0 0.0 100.0 60.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 57 852 09 1   Chhaikheyoun Para 59 0.0 0.0 100.0 59.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 57 852 10 1   Tamlu Para 49 0.0 0.0 100.0 40.8 0.0 0.0 100.0
03 91 57 852 11 1   Dula Chan Para 33 0.0 0.0 100.0 21.2 0.0 0.0 100.0
03 91 76             Ruma Union Total 2610 16.4 13.3 70.3 42.8 78.8 17.1 4.1
03 91 76      1   Ruma Union 2597 15.9 13.4 70.7 42.5 79.2 17.2 3.6
03 91 76      2   Ruma Union 13 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0
03 91 76 497   1 *Koladi 536 21.8 0.6 77.6 14.4 99.4 0.2 0.4
03 91 76 497 01 1   Palika  Para 54 0.0 0.0 100.0 29.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 02 1   Tandhaziri  Para 27 0.0 0.0 100.0 3.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 03 1   Kraudang  Para 23 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 04 1   Arzun  Para 27 0.0 0.0 100.0 3.7 96.3 3.7 0.0
03 91 76 497 05 1   Malenggra  Para 25 0.0 0.0 100.0 12.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 06 1   Bashadew Para 19 0.0 0.0 100.0 15.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 07 1   Aungswe  Para 12 0.0 0.0 100.0 33.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 08 1   Najerat  Para 14 0.0 0.0 100.0 35.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 09 1   Mong Thoaishing Para 21 0.0 0.0 100.0 14.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 10 1   Chinlak  Para 20 95.0 0.0 5.0 45.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 11 1   Naitong Para 54 1.9 0.0 98.1 1.9 96.3 0.0 3.7
03 91 76 497 12 1   Samakhal  Para 72 100.0 0.0 0.0 6.9 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 13 1   Kaotai Para 11 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
RMO: 1 = Rural, 2 = Urban and 3 = Other Urban Page 52 of 62
Tap Tube-Well Other Owned Rented Rent free
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 101
Source of Drinking Water (%) Electricity 
Connection 
(%)
Housing Tenancy (%)
ZL UZ
UN / 
WA
MZ / 
MH
Vill RMO
Table C-15: Distribution of General Households by Source of Drinking Water, Electricity Connection and Housing Tenancy Status, by 
Residence and Community
 Administrative Unit
       Residence
           Community
Number of 
Households
03 91 76 497 14 1   Rijuk Para 14 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 15 1   Monlai Para 50 4.0 6.0 90.0 32.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 16 1   Thonthom Ziri Para 5 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 17 1   Mongyo Para 29 0.0 0.0 100.0 6.9 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 18 1   Mong Shanu Para 8 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 19 1   Kembuya Para 33 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 497 20 1   Nangle Para 18 0.0 0.0 100.0 44.4 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781   1 *Poli 1371 14.2 24.9 61.0 67.6 65.8 28.4 5.8
03 91 76 781 01 1   Saifopara 35 0.0 0.0 100.0 40.0 97.1 0.0 2.9
03 91 76 781 02 1   Battalhem  Para 14 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 03 1   Poli Para 36 0.0 8.3 91.7 36.1 94.4 0.0 5.6
03 91 76 781 04 1   Betel Para 120 50.0 0.0 50.0 97.5 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 05 1   Jungre Para 12 0.0 0.0 100.0 16.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 06 1   Monagra  Para 5 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 07 1   Minziri  Para 46 97.8 0.0 2.2 8.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 08 1   Upazila Elaka  Head.Q. 37 0.0 89.2 10.8 81.1 2.7 97.3 0.0
03 91 76 781 09 1   Hatimatha  Para 30 0.0 0.0 100.0 23.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 10 1   Pailot Para 69 0.0 79.7 20.3 65.2 7.2 84.1 8.7
03 91 76 781 11 1   Jigon Para 11 0.0 9.1 90.9 72.7 54.5 45.5 0.0
03 91 76 781 12 1   Barua Para 57 0.0 3.5 96.5 98.2 89.5 8.8 1.8
03 91 76 781 13 1   Asrom Para 60 1.7 1.7 96.7 96.7 71.7 18.3 10.0
03 91 76 781 14 1   Cauncil Elaka 27 0.0 3.7 96.3 92.6 44.4 55.6 0.0
03 91 76 781 15 1   Muslim Para 46 60.9 6.5 32.6 100.0 80.4 19.6 0.0
03 91 76 781 16 1   Thana Para 36 2.8 88.9 8.3 66.7 36.1 2.8 61.1
03 91 76 781 17 1   Guna Para 59 0.0 94.9 5.1 79.7 59.3 15.3 25.4
03 91 76 781 18 1   Eden Para 30 0.0 96.7 3.3 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 19 1   Lon Ziri Para 25 0.0 100.0 0.0 92.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 20 1   Lairopi Para 42 0.0 0.0 100.0 81.0 42.9 0.0 57.1
03 91 76 781 21 1   Ruma Bazar East 56 0.0 0.0 100.0 98.2 23.2 75.0 1.8
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03 91 76 781 22 1   Ruma Bazar West 57 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 21.1 78.9 0.0
03 91 76 781 23 1   Ruma Bazar North 84 67.9 0.0 32.1 98.8 27.4 72.6 0.0
03 91 76 781 24 1   Ruma Bazar South 48 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 45.8 54.2 0.0
03 91 76 781 25 1   College Area 14 0.0 7.1 92.9 14.3 57.1 42.9 0.0
03 91 76 781 26 1   Lebujiri Para 33 0.0 100.0 0.0 93.9 18.2 81.8 0.0
03 91 76 781 27 1   Chairagra Para 28 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 28 1   Selim Para 14 14.3 0.0 85.7 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 29 1   Eden Road Para 32 0.0 93.8 6.3 96.9 84.4 15.6 0.0
03 91 76 781 30 1   Borshi Para 12 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 31 1   Mongshadi 23 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 32 1   Merakfasha Para 9 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 33 1   Baygomoni Para 24 0.0 0.0 100.0 12.5 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 34 1   Abashik Elaka 36 0.0 100.0 0.0 88.9 16.7 80.6 2.8
03 91 76 781 35 1   Ring Tuipara 30 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 36 1   Baitunipara 22 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 37 1   Crangtong Para 18 0.0 0.0 100.0 5.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 39 1   Shadu Mokpara 13 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 781 40 1   Mongpo Para 21 0.0 0.0 100.0 4.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923   1 *Ruma 323 0.0 0.3 99.7 14.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 01 1   Mendui Para 11 0.0 0.0 100.0 18.2 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 02 1   Menron Para 10 0.0 0.0 100.0 10.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 03 1   Angga Para 20 0.0 0.0 100.0 40.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 04 1   Saikot Para 28 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 05 1   Kulain Para 9 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 06 1   Litongshe Para 21 0.0 0.0 100.0 4.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 07 1   Mongthoyaichin Para 29 0.0 0.0 100.0 3.4 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 08 1   Enam Para 28 0.0 0.0 100.0 25.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 09 1   Rumana Para 42 0.0 0.0 100.0 7.1 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 10 1   Bagamuk Para 26 0.0 0.0 100.0 7.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
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03 91 76 923 11 1   Bagalek Para 24 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 12 1   Ochiram Para 17 0.0 0.0 100.0 58.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 13 1   Rembuk Para 8 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 14 1   Mentuk Para 12 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 15 1   Luthise Para 13 0.0 0.0 100.0 7.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 16 1   Dharziling Para 14 0.0 7.1 92.9 78.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 923 17 1   Lalshom Thomg Para 11 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 994   1 *Sengum 367 28.1 0.5 71.4 14.7 81.2 15.3 3.5
03 91 76 994 01 1   Bottali Para 65 90.8 0.0 9.2 29.2 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 994 02 1   Amttali Para 25 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 96.0 0.0 4.0
03 91 76 994 03 1   Moyour Para 51 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 96.1 0.0 3.9
03 91 76 994 04 1   Mongshaiching Para 14 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 994 05 1   Nami Para 23 0.0 0.0 100.0 13.0 73.9 21.7 4.3
03 91 76 994 06 1   Thangnum Para 8 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 994 07 1   Ruma Char Upar Para 43 0.0 0.0 100.0 2.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 994 08 1   Rumachar Nicher Para 19 0.0 10.5 89.5 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 994 09 1   Wikuk Para 5 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 994 10 1   Kaikhyong Jhiri Para 48 0.0 0.0 100.0 54.2 4.2 95.8 0.0
03 91 76 994 11 1   Dulujiri Para 38 92.1 0.0 7.9 5.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 91 76 994 12 1   Rayal Para 9 100.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 100.0
03 91 76 994 13 1   Sengum Para 19 0.0 0.0 100.0 15.8 73.7 26.3 0.0
03 91 76 998 2 *Army Garison (Reserved Area 13 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0
03 95               Thanchi Upazila Total 4774 11.7 6.7 81.6 14.7 91.5 5.6 3.0
03 95        1   Thanchi Upazila 4422 8.3 7.2 84.5 15.4 90.8 6.0 3.2
03 95        3   Thanchi Upazila 352 54.0 1.1 44.9 5.7 99.1 0.3 0.6
03 95 19             Balipara Union Total 1182 24.6 8.1 67.3 19.0 89.3 9.1 1.7
03 95 19 633   1 *Sekdu 356 2.5 9.0 88.5 15.4 99.7 0.0 0.3
03 95 19 633 01 1   Nagandra Para 5 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
03 95 19 633 02 1   Balipara 104 0.0 30.8 69.2 35.6 99.0 0.0 1.0
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Table C-12 : Distribution of Ethnic Households,  Population by Sex, Residence and Community
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84 75               Naniarchar  Upazila Total 7876 36290 18428 17862 35314 854 6 116
84 75        1   Naniarchar  Upazila 6913 32020 16300 15720 31130 786 6 98
84 75        3   Naniarchar  Upazila 963 4270 2128 2142 4184 68 0 18
84 75 19             Burighat Union Total 1548 7181 3635 3546 6382 745 4 50
84 75 38             Ghila Chhari Union Total 1802 8405 4234 4171 8365 31 2 7
84 75 57             Naniarchar Union Total 2220 10239 5230 5009 10131 68 0 40
84 75 57      1   Naniarchar Union 1257 5969 3102 2867 5947 0 0 22
84 75 57      3   Naniarchar Union 963 4270 2128 2142 4184 68 0 18
84 75 76             Sabekhyong Union Total 2306 10465 5329 5136 10436 10 0 19
84 78               Rajasthali  Upazila Total 4308 18702 9527 9175 200 10269 4369 3864
84 78        1   Rajasthali  Upazila 3852 16942 8675 8267 137 9081 3897 3827
84 78        3   Rajasthali  Upazila 456 1760 852 908 63 1188 472 37
84 78 23             Bangalhalia Union Total 1177 5021 2595 2426 101 4255 194 471
84 78 46             Ghila Chhari Union Total 1474 6885 3547 3338 30 618 3126 3111
84 78 71             Gainda Union Total 1657 6796 3385 3411 69 5396 1049 282
84 78 71      1   Gainda Union 1201 5036 2533 2503 6 4208 577 245
84 78 71      3   Gainda Union 456 1760 852 908 63 1188 472 37
84 87               Rangamati Sadar Upazila Total 13187 60835 30589 30246 52445 2309 3149 2932
84 87        1   Rangamati Sadar Upazila 7663 36270 18586 17684 31541 1177 2361 1191
84 87        2   Rangamati Sadar Upazila 5524 24565 12003 12562 20904 1132 788 1741
84 87 Rangamati Paurashava 0
84 87 01             Ward No-01 Total 73 308 155 153 179 10 0 119
84 87 02             Ward No-02 Total 94 522 220 302 356 35 0 131
84 87 03             Ward No-03 Total 312 1326 555 771 1073 65 47 141
84 87 04             Ward No-04 Total 108 451 216 235 409 24 15 3
84 87 05             Ward No-05 Total 503 2231 1093 1138 963 602 416 250
84 87 06             Ward No-06 Total 975 4719 2332 2387 4107 49 52 511
84 87 07             Ward No-07 Total 438 1879 872 1007 1703 100 39 37
84 87 08             Ward No-08 Total 1918 8368 4071 4297 7757 174 166 271
RMO: 1 = Rural, 2 = Urban and 3 = Other Urban Page 4 of 5
Both Male Female Chakma Marma Tanchaynga Others
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Households
Population
1
Table C-12 : Distribution of Ethnic Households,  Population by Sex, Residence and Community
Ethnic Population in Main Groups
ZL UZ
UN / 
WA
MZ / 
MH
Vill RMO
 Administrative Unit
       Residence
           Community
Ethnic 
84 87 09             Ward No-09 Total 1103 4761 2489 2272 4357 73 53 278
84 87 13             Banduk Bhanga Union Total 1617 8244 4182 4062 8210 10 0 24
84 87 27             Balukhali Union Total 1624 7679 3960 3719 5991 125 495 1068
84 87 40             Jibtali Union Total 566 2895 1546 1349 2027 634 234 0
84 87 54             Kutuk Chhari Union Total 1332 5955 2994 2961 5925 0 5 25
84 87 67             Magban Union Total 1392 6624 3430 3194 4596 382 1618 28
84 87 81             Sapchhari Union Total 1132 4873 2474 2399 4792 26 9 46
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84 78 71 397 06 1   Longadu Para 111 0 0 0 111 0
84 78 71 397 07 1   Paindang Para 183 0 0 0 183 0
84 78 71 397 08 1   Puaito Para 107 0 0 0 107 0
84 78 71 397 09 1   Balumura Para 220 0 0 0 220 0
84 78 71 397 10 1   Longadu Punarbashan 124 0 0 0 124 0
84 78 71 497   1 *Jimram 395 0 0 0 395 0
84 78 71 497 01 1   Khaitak Para 83 0 0 0 83 0
84 78 71 497 02 1   Jimram  Para 61 0 0 0 61 0
84 78 71 497 03 1   Ara Chhari Para 69 0 0 0 69 0
84 78 71 497 04 1   Chaingkhyong Para 182 0 0 0 182 0
84 78 71 894   3 *Powaithu 3080 1112 174 23 1765 6
84 78 71 894 01 3   Mabbai Para 181 0 0 0 181 0
84 78 71 894 02 3   Haji Para 375 347 0 0 28 0
84 78 71 894 03 3   Angira Para 45 0 0 0 45 0
84 78 71 894 04 3   Tula Chhari Para 108 0 0 0 108 0
84 78 71 894 05 3   Tamachi Para 104 0 0 0 104 0
84 78 71 894 06 3   Bimachhara Para 133 0 0 0 133 0
84 78 71 894 07 3   Hnaramuk Tong Para 190 4 16 2 166 2
84 78 71 894 08 3   Marma Para(Hnaramuk 170 31 23 4 112 0
84 78 71 894 09 3   Tula Para 67 12 4 0 51 0
84 78 71 894 10 3   Mraowa Para 262 0 0 0 262 0
84 78 71 894 11 3   Powaithu Para 165 0 0 0 165 0
84 78 71 894 12 3   Mabbai Parapunarbas 122 0 0 0 122 0
84 78 71 894 13 3   Amchhara Para 1158 718 131 17 288 4
84 87               Rangamati Sadar Upazila Total 124728 48583 13523 484 61932 206
84 87        1   Rangamati Sadar Upazila 40728 3788 1195 157 35569 19
84 87        2   Rangamati Sadar Upazila 84000 44795 12328 327 26363 187
84 87 Rangamati Paurashava
84 87 01             Ward No-01 Total 8222 5143 2710 4 330 35
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84 87 01 484   2 *Islampur 584 584 0 0 0 0
84 87 01 536   2 *Mohsin Colony 1785 1213 566 0 6 0
84 87 01 577   2 *Natun Jalia Para 865 0 865 0 0 0
84 87 01 829   2 *Sariatpur 522 402 120 0 0 0
84 87 01 835   2 *Satal Pahar 138 138 0 0 0 0
84 87 01 839   2 *Sukty Patty 704 493 206 0 0 5
84 87 01 884   2 *Reserve Bazar(Part-1) 1745 982 494 3 236 30
84 87 01 977   2 *Puran Jalia Para 379 0 378 1 0 0
84 87 01 978   2 *Puran Para(Basti) 1070 1070 0 0 0 0
84 87 01 985   2 *Taiybha Pahar 430 261 81 0 88 0
84 87 02             Ward No-02 Total 9258 7478 1206 11 530 33
84 87 02 581   2 *Mohila College 775 632 69 0 74 0
84 87 02 596   2 *Mosjid Colony 871 805 25 0 41 0
84 87 02 772   2 *Pathar Ghhata 2438 1684 423 7 316 8
84 87 02 884   2 *Reserve Bazar (Part-2) 1787 1647 104 2 18 16
84 87 02 927   2 *Unnyan Board 1702 1564 106 2 21 9
84 87 02 988   2 *Puran Bus Stand 1685 1146 479 0 60 0
84 87 03             Ward No-03 Total 6357 3002 1608 89 1651 7
84 87 03 343   2 *Dsb Colony 871 420 309 3 132 7
84 87 03 589   2 *Majhir Basti 1738 344 675 4 715 0
84 87 03 770   2 *Police Line 3404 2217 574 82 531 0
84 87 03 936   2 *Tribal Officer Colony 344 21 50 0 273 0
84 87 04             Ward No-04 Total 8420 7170 709 7 528 6
84 87 04 036   2 *A.D.C.Colony 1209 1115 76 0 18 0
84 87 04 319   2 *Deer Park 273 87 12 0 174 0
84 87 04 326   2 *Dhanmia Hill 545 519 26 0 0 0
84 87 04 427   2 *Karmachary Colony 785 750 25 3 4 3
84 87 04 526   2 *Master Colony 707 289 173 0 245 0
84 87 04 737   2 *Wapda Colony 885 723 137 0 25 0
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84 87 04 750   2 *Omdamia Pahar 2203 2125 40 2 36 0
84 87 04 958   2 *Tabal Chaari Bazar 1146 909 220 2 12 3
84 87 04 972   2 *Sramik Colony 667 653 0 0 14 0
84 87 05             Ward No-05 Total 6036 2445 1310 90 2191 0
84 87 05 060   2 *Tanchanga Para 952 127 12 0 813 0
84 87 05 073   2 *Agricul Farm 121 88 5 0 28 0
84 87 05 110   2 *Assam Basti 2366 635 772 74 885 0
84 87 05 184   2 *Belai Chhari 450 0 0 6 444 0
84 87 05 921   2 *Sharnatila Muslim Para 1574 1377 176 0 21 0
84 87 05 922   2 *Sharnatila Hindu Para 573 218 345 10 0 0
84 87 06             Ward No-06 Total 9186 3484 640 30 4992 40
84 87 06 147   2 *Bedbedi Para 4431 2113 511 22 1775 10
84 87 06 600   2 *Muslim Para 603 546 24 0 33 0
84 87 06 810   2 *Rangapani 4152 825 105 8 3184 30
84 87 07             Ward No-07 Total 10675 7137 1340 16 2179 3
84 87 07 221   2 *Banarupa 3042 2178 364 11 489 0
84 87 07 368   2 *Garjantali 758 53 446 0 259 0
84 87 07 515   2 *Kathaltali 5706 4897 517 5 284 3
84 87 07 690   2 *Shashid Dewan Para 693 1 10 0 682 0
84 87 07 780   2 *Tridp Nagar 476 8 3 0 465 0
84 87 08             Ward No-08 Total 14988 3836 1994 43 9064 51
84 87 08 195   2 *Barua Para 990 259 148 5 578 0
84 87 08 210   2 *Champaknagar 1686 939 275 4 425 43
84 87 08 290   2 *Dakshin Kalindipur 5304 2347 1058 14 1877 8
84 87 08 342   2 *Debashishnagar 1659 123 174 11 1351 0
84 87 08 500   2 *Kallyanpur 1341 38 23 1 1279 0
84 87 08 600   2 *Tribal Adam/S 802 7 18 0 777 0
84 87 08 650   2 *Purba Tribal Adam 780 30 131 0 619 0
84 87 08 773   2 *Rajbari 2426 93 167 8 2158 0
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84 87 09             Ward No-09 Total 10858 5100 811 37 4898 12
84 87 09 080   2 *Amanatbugh 3242 2812 246 4 180 0
84 87 09 270   2 *College Gate 3416 1006 187 26 2197 0
84 87 09 663   2 *Nayadam (Katachhar 1818 94 24 0 1699 1
84 87 09 742   2 *Uttar Kalindipur 2382 1188 354 7 822 11
84 87 13             Banduk Bhanga Union Total 8322 0 2 0 8320 0
84 87 13 129   1 *Banduk Bhanga 8322 0 2 0 8320 0
84 87 13 129 01 1   Demugha Chhara Para 160 0 0 0 160 0
84 87 13 129 02 1   Tripura Chhara Para 480 0 0 0 480 0
84 87 13 129 03 1   Tripura Chhara Mukh 444 0 0 0 444 0
84 87 13 129 04 1   Uttar Kichinga Adam 223 0 0 0 223 0
84 87 13 129 05 1   Kuramara Para 477 0 0 0 477 0
84 87 13 129 06 1   Tongtulla Para 269 0 0 0 269 0
84 87 13 129 07 1   Deba Chhari Para 229 0 0 0 229 0
84 87 13 129 08 1   Maichha Para 303 0 0 0 303 0
84 87 13 129 09 1   Bhurbanna Para 114 0 0 0 114 0
84 87 13 129 10 1   Damai Chhara Para 278 0 0 0 278 0
84 87 13 129 11 1   Sailer Chhara Para 57 0 0 0 57 0
84 87 13 129 12 1   Kayang Chhara Para 118 0 0 0 118 0
84 87 13 129 13 1   Sekra Chhara Para 215 0 0 0 215 0
84 87 13 129 14 1   Kukiudana Para 91 0 0 0 91 0
84 87 13 129 15 1   Mohish Bhanga Para 115 0 0 0 115 0
84 87 13 129 16 1   Durkhaia Para 312 0 0 0 312 0
84 87 13 129 17 1   Kiching Adam Passim 86 0 0 0 86 0
84 87 13 129 18 1   Palad Adam Para 181 0 0 0 181 0
84 87 13 129 19 1   Boal Chhari Para 217 0 0 0 217 0
84 87 13 129 20 1   Shahas Badha Para 149 0 0 0 149 0
84 87 13 129 21 1   Kharigong Para 502 0 0 0 502 0
84 87 13 129 22 1   Saku Para 136 0 0 0 136 0
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84 87 13 129 23 1   Kuki Para 135 0 0 0 135 0
84 87 13 129 24 1   Mogpara 196 0 0 0 196 0
84 87 13 129 25 1   Kumra Para 199 0 0 0 199 0
84 87 13 129 26 1   Barbua Chap Para 151 0 0 0 151 0
84 87 13 129 27 1   Muba Chhari Para 115 0 0 0 115 0
84 87 13 129 28 1   Lekhany Chhara Para 132 0 0 0 132 0
84 87 13 129 29 1   Uluchhari Para 154 0 0 0 154 0
84 87 13 129 30 1   Charikhong Mukh Par 113 0 0 0 113 0
84 87 13 129 31 1   Charikhong Para 384 0 0 0 384 0
84 87 13 129 32 1   Tingaza Para 180 0 0 0 180 0
84 87 13 129 33 1   Bakmara Kizing 133 0 0 0 133 0
84 87 13 129 34 1   Mach Barali Chara 17 0 0 0 17 0
84 87 13 129 35 1   Chairman Para 100 0 0 0 100 0
84 87 13 129 36 1   Noadam 63 0 0 0 63 0
84 87 13 129 37 1   Tilakky Chara 222 0 0 0 222 0
84 87 13 129 38 1   Kagtta Chara 111 0 2 0 109 0
84 87 13 129 39 1   Borudona 225 0 0 0 225 0
84 87 13 129 40 1   Zamchuk 56 0 0 0 56 0
84 87 13 129 41 1   Back Chari 142 0 0 0 142 0
84 87 13 129 42 1   Tans Mura 77 0 0 0 77 0
84 87 13 129 43 1   Mono Adam 69 0 0 0 69 0
84 87 13 129 44 1   Ulu Chari 60 0 0 0 60 0
84 87 13 129 45 1   Kurally Chari 132 0 0 0 132 0
84 87 27             Balukhali Union Total 8241 510 867 117 6728 19
84 87 27 086   1 *Balukhali 913 399 2 0 512 0
84 87 27 086 01 1   Balukhali Chakma Pa 433 0 2 0 431 0
84 87 27 086 02 1   Farm Area 26 23 0 0 3 0
84 87 27 086 03 1   Muslim Block 274 274 0 0 0 0
84 87 27 086 04 1   Mogpara 79 1 0 0 78 0
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84 87 27 086 05 1   Adapahar 101 101 0 0 0 0
84 87 27 216   1 *Basanta 419 0 0 113 306 0
84 87 27 216 01 1   Bigakhyong Para 113 0 0 0 113 0
84 87 27 216 02 1   Lokkana Karbari Par 122 0 0 0 122 0
84 87 27 216 03 1   Kuki Para 184 0 0 113 71 0
84 87 27 346   1 *Fulgazi Baper Chha 520 0 3 0 517 0
84 87 27 346 01 1   Fulgazi Baper Chha 159 0 2 0 157 0
84 87 27 346 02 1   Moddya Kainda Para 131 0 0 0 131 0
84 87 27 346 03 1   Dazari Para 230 0 1 0 229 0
84 87 27 389   1 *Hajaribak 821 0 0 0 802 19
84 87 27 389 01 1   Khandab Chhara Para 335 0 0 0 335 0
84 87 27 389 02 1   Kabuka Para 147 0 0 0 144 3
84 87 27 389 03 1   Tara Chhari Para 69 0 0 0 65 4
84 87 27 389 04 1   Hajaribak Para 137 0 0 0 137 0
84 87 27 389 05 1   Jarul Chhari Para 133 0 0 0 121 12
84 87 27 432   1 *Hemanta 1528 0 0 4 1524 0
84 87 27 432 01 1   Haja Chhari Para 357 0 0 4 353 0
84 87 27 432 02 1   Prema Chhari Para 142 0 0 0 142 0
84 87 27 432 03 1   Shil Chhari 311 0 0 0 311 0
84 87 27 432 04 1   Basanda Nicher 487 0 0 0 487 0
84 87 27 432 05 1   Basanda Main Para 231 0 0 0 231 0
84 87 27 562   1 *Kaindya 1818 0 0 0 1818 0
84 87 27 562 01 1   Badal Chhari Para 431 0 0 0 431 0
84 87 27 562 02 1   Kaindya Mukh Para 230 0 0 0 230 0
84 87 27 562 03 1   Duratang Para 411 0 0 0 411 0
84 87 27 562 04 1   Bamer Kaindya Para 330 0 0 0 330 0
84 87 27 562 05 1   Bamer Kaindya Main 416 0 0 0 416 0
84 87 27 821   1 *Rangamati 2222 111 862 0 1249 0
84 87 27 821 01 1   Tripura Para 971 14 862 0 95 0
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84 87 27 821 02 1   Muslim Para 97 97 0 0 0 0
84 87 27 821 03 1   Noapara 253 0 0 0 253 0
84 87 27 821 04 1   Maricha Bilpara 400 0 0 0 400 0
84 87 27 821 05 1   Khari Kong 501 0 0 0 501 0
84 87 40             Jibtali Union Total 4466 1459 99 5 2903 0
84 87 40 302   1 *Dhanpata 1069 0 0 5 1064 0
84 87 40 302 01 1   Mobachari Para 162 0 0 0 162 0
84 87 40 302 02 1   Panchari Para 310 0 0 0 310 0
84 87 40 302 03 1   Aghaychari Para 392 0 0 0 392 0
84 87 40 302 04 1   Dhanpta Mukpara 119 0 0 5 114 0
84 87 40 302 05 1   Landra Char Para 86 0 0 0 86 0
84 87 40 519   1 *Jibtali 2098 1400 92 0 606 0
84 87 40 519 01 1   Chairman Para 414 26 66 0 322 0
84 87 40 519 02 1   Navy Sailors Colony 823 797 15 0 11 0
84 87 40 519 03 1   Navy Officers Colon 223 210 9 0 4 0
84 87 40 519 04 1   M.E.S. Colony 216 212 0 0 4 0
84 87 40 519 05 1   Jibtali Para(Headman) 265 0 0 0 265 0
84 87 40 519 06 1   Sukna Chhari Para 157 155 2 0 0 0
84 87 40 648   1 *Kushalyaghona 1299 59 7 0 1233 0
84 87 40 648 01 1   Bak Chhari Para 300 0 0 0 300 0
84 87 40 648 02 1   Para Chhari Para 64 0 7 0 57 0
84 87 40 648 03 1   Haja Chhari 141 0 0 0 141 0
84 87 40 648 04 1   Kushulla Ghona 68 4 0 0 64 0
84 87 40 648 05 1   Dulla Chhari 176 0 0 0 176 0
84 87 40 648 06 1   Raikhyong Bazar 144 55 0 0 89 0
84 87 40 648 07 1   Haja Chhari Tongcho 253 0 0 0 253 0
84 87 40 648 08 1   Panama Chhara 153 0 0 0 153 0
84 87 54             Kutuk Chhari Union Total 6319 117 140 2 6060 0
84 87 54 259   1 *Dalu Chhari 2028 116 138 0 1774 0
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84 78 71 397 06 1   Longadu Para 26 0.0 100.0 0.0 7.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 397 07 1   Paindang Para 41 0.0 100.0 0.0 26.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 397 08 1   Puaito Para 27 3.7 96.3 0.0 22.2 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 397 09 1   Balumura Para 46 0.0 0.0 100.0 23.9 95.7 0.0 4.3
84 78 71 397 10 1   Longadu Punarbashan 32 0.0 3.1 96.9 3.1 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 497   1 *Jimram 85 0.0 45.9 54.1 16.5 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 497 01 1   Khaitak Para 20 0.0 0.0 100.0 5.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 497 02 1   Jimram  Para 14 0.0 0.0 100.0 14.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 497 03 1   Ara Chhari Para 12 0.0 0.0 100.0 8.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 497 04 1   Chaingkhyong Para 39 0.0 100.0 0.0 25.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 894   3 *Powaithu 755 0.3 90.2 9.5 52.2 67.3 26.9 5.8
84 78 71 894 01 3   Mabbai Para 48 0.0 95.8 4.2 22.9 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 894 02 3   Haji Para 78 0.0 98.7 1.3 50.0 82.1 3.8 14.1
84 78 71 894 03 3   Angira Para 12 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 894 04 3   Tula Chhari Para 21 0.0 95.2 4.8 14.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 894 05 3   Tamachi Para 19 0.0 0.0 100.0 21.1 94.7 0.0 5.3
84 78 71 894 06 3   Bimachhara Para 31 0.0 64.5 35.5 9.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 894 07 3   Hnaramuk Tong Para 58 1.7 98.3 0.0 77.6 65.5 27.6 6.9
84 78 71 894 08 3   Marma Para(Hnaramuk 40 0.0 100.0 0.0 60.0 57.5 25.0 17.5
84 78 71 894 09 3   Tula Para 18 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 894 10 3   Mraowa Para 65 0.0 83.1 16.9 23.1 98.5 0.0 1.5
84 78 71 894 11 3   Powaithu Para 42 0.0 90.5 9.5 14.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 894 12 3   Mabbai Parapunarbas 35 0.0 37.1 62.9 8.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 78 71 894 13 3   Amchhara Para 288 0.3 99.3 0.3 83.7 32.6 60.4 6.9
84 87               Rangamati Sadar Upazila Total 26188 17.6 57.1 25.4 75.6 65.2 31.9 2.9
84 87        1   Rangamati Sadar Upazila 8441 8.0 34.1 57.9 32.2 94.0 3.7 2.3
84 87        2   Rangamati Sadar Upazila 17747 22.1 68.0 9.9 96.2 51.5 45.4 3.1
84 87 Rangamati Paurashava
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84 87 01             Ward No-01 Total 1561 23.3 61.2 15.4 94.8 67.5 31.9 0.6
84 87 01 484   2 *Islampur 120 0.8 93.3 5.8 98.3 92.5 7.5 0.0
84 87 01 536   2 *Mohsin Colony 362 62.4 37.3 0.3 99.2 49.2 50.0 0.8
84 87 01 577   2 *Natun Jalia Para 161 0.0 25.5 74.5 93.8 95.0 5.0 0.0
84 87 01 829   2 *Sariatpur 93 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 95.7 4.3 0.0
84 87 01 835   2 *Satal Pahar 31 0.0 90.3 9.7 83.9 51.6 45.2 3.2
84 87 01 839   2 *Sukty Patty 120 73.3 25.0 1.7 100.0 56.7 43.3 0.0
84 87 01 884   2 *Reserve Bazar(Part-1) 288 17.0 74.3 8.7 99.0 51.0 47.9 1.0
84 87 01 977   2 *Puran Jalia Para 81 0.0 2.5 97.5 45.7 92.6 4.9 2.5
84 87 01 978   2 *Puran Para(Basti) 219 0.0 98.2 1.8 95.9 69.4 30.1 0.5
84 87 01 985   2 *Taiybha Pahar 86 0.0 100.0 0.0 94.2 74.4 25.6 0.0
84 87 02             Ward No-02 Total 1881 47.0 50.1 2.8 97.4 28.0 69.8 2.3
84 87 02 581   2 *Mohila College 157 71.3 28.7 0.0 95.5 22.3 76.4 1.3
84 87 02 596   2 *Mosjid Colony 172 22.1 77.9 0.0 97.1 29.7 70.3 0.0
84 87 02 772   2 *Pathar Ghhata 524 54.4 45.6 0.0 99.4 32.4 67.0 0.6
84 87 02 884   2 *Reserve Bazar (Part-2) 309 7.1 86.7 6.1 96.1 28.2 69.9 1.9
84 87 02 927   2 *Unnyan Board 374 64.7 26.7 8.6 95.5 17.9 78.3 3.7
84 87 02 988   2 *Puran Bus Stand 345 53.9 45.5 0.6 98.8 33.6 61.2 5.2
84 87 03             Ward No-03 Total 1402 34.3 65.0 0.6 99.4 46.9 51.4 1.8
84 87 03 343   2 *Dsb Colony 203 14.8 85.2 0.0 99.5 51.7 48.3 0.0
84 87 03 589   2 *Majhir Basti 402 32.8 67.2 0.0 100.0 59.2 40.3 0.5
84 87 03 770   2 *Police Line 718 42.2 56.5 1.3 99.2 37.2 60.0 2.8
84 87 03 936   2 *Tribal Officer Colony 79 20.3 79.7 0.0 98.7 59.5 36.7 3.8
84 87 04             Ward No-04 Total 1782 56.7 40.6 2.6 93.7 44.7 52.6 2.6
84 87 04 036   2 *A.D.C.Colony 279 67.4 29.0 3.6 93.9 46.6 50.5 2.9
84 87 04 319   2 *Deer Park 63 1.6 60.3 38.1 60.3 71.4 17.5 11.1
84 87 04 326   2 *Dhanmia Hill 103 62.1 37.9 0.0 96.1 64.1 33.0 2.9
84 87 04 427   2 *Karmachary Colony 140 74.3 19.3 6.4 97.1 37.1 57.9 5.0
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84 87 04 526   2 *Master Colony 165 11.5 88.5 0.0 100.0 33.9 64.2 1.8
84 87 04 737   2 *Wapda Colony 212 59.0 41.0 0.0 98.1 36.3 63.7 0.0
84 87 04 750   2 *Omdamia Pahar 450 57.6 42.4 0.0 87.3 48.4 48.4 3.1
84 87 04 958   2 *Tabal Chaari Bazar 225 52.0 46.2 1.8 99.6 37.8 60.4 1.8
84 87 04 972   2 *Sramik Colony 145 92.4 7.6 0.0 99.3 46.9 52.4 0.7
84 87 05             Ward No-05 Total 1338 27.9 68.2 3.9 97.1 67.6 28.7 3.7
84 87 05 060   2 *Tanchanga Para 215 0.0 89.3 10.7 92.1 84.2 5.6 10.2
84 87 05 073   2 *Agricul Farm 25 44.0 56.0 0.0 100.0 44.0 56.0 0.0
84 87 05 110   2 *Assam Basti 550 6.5 88.4 5.1 97.3 63.1 33.1 3.8
84 87 05 184   2 *Belai Chhari 80 0.0 98.8 1.3 100.0 98.8 0.0 1.3
84 87 05 921   2 *Sharnatila Muslim Para 336 68.5 31.5 0.0 98.5 59.5 40.2 0.3
84 87 05 922   2 *Sharnatila Hindu Para 132 72.7 27.3 0.0 98.5 65.9 31.1 3.0
84 87 06             Ward No-06 Total 1905 7.6 45.9 46.6 91.4 74.0 19.1 6.9
84 87 06 147   2 *Bedbedi Para 983 13.9 23.6 62.5 91.3 65.4 27.1 7.5
84 87 06 600   2 *Muslim Para 136 2.9 43.4 53.7 94.9 66.2 31.6 2.2
84 87 06 810   2 *Rangapani 786 0.4 74.2 25.4 91.0 86.1 7.0 6.9
84 87 07             Ward No-07 Total 2317 10.0 84.6 5.4 98.9 37.6 59.1 3.2
84 87 07 221   2 *Banarupa 641 4.8 94.9 0.3 99.2 20.9 70.4 8.7
84 87 07 368   2 *Garjantali 171 1.2 97.7 1.2 100.0 85.4 13.5 1.2
84 87 07 515   2 *Kathaltali 1231 15.3 74.9 9.8 98.4 33.7 65.5 0.8
84 87 07 690   2 *Shashid Dewan Para 161 6.8 93.2 0.0 100.0 67.1 31.7 1.2
84 87 07 780   2 *Tridp Nagar 113 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 61.1 34.5 4.4
84 87 08             Ward No-08 Total 3297 5.0 94.7 0.3 98.9 52.1 45.0 2.9
84 87 08 195   2 *Barua Para 258 1.6 98.4 0.0 99.6 32.9 64.0 3.1
84 87 08 210   2 *Champaknagar 399 10.3 89.7 0.0 98.0 36.3 61.2 2.5
84 87 08 290   2 *Dakshin Kalindipur 1115 6.4 93.6 0.0 99.6 43.7 54.3 2.0
84 87 08 342   2 *Debashishnagar 371 1.3 96.5 2.2 98.7 59.8 36.4 3.8
84 87 08 500   2 *Kallyanpur 262 14.9 84.7 0.4 100.0 55.0 44.3 0.8
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Residence and Community
 Administrative Unit
       Residence
           Community
Number of 
Households
84 87 08 600   2 *Tribal Adam/S 185 0.0 100.0 0.0 98.9 65.4 34.1 0.5
84 87 08 650   2 *Purba Tribal Adam 161 1.2 98.1 0.6 96.3 75.8 22.4 1.9
84 87 08 773   2 *Rajbari 546 0.4 99.6 0.0 98.0 72.0 21.6 6.4
84 87 09             Ward No-09 Total 2264 12.0 73.3 14.7 93.3 53.1 43.3 3.6
84 87 09 080   2 *Amanatbugh 615 19.7 77.2 3.1 99.5 39.7 57.6 2.8
84 87 09 270   2 *College Gate 728 10.7 67.7 21.6 97.5 50.3 45.2 4.5
84 87 09 663   2 *Nayadam (Katachhar 370 0.3 59.5 40.3 68.1 97.8 0.3 1.9
84 87 09 742   2 *Uttar Kalindipur 551 13.1 85.7 1.3 97.8 41.7 53.7 4.5
84 87 13             Banduk Bhanga Union Total 1636 2.0 32.3 65.7 41.5 98.3 0.0 1.7
84 87 13 129   1 *Banduk Bhanga 1636 2.0 32.3 65.7 41.5 98.3 0.0 1.7
84 87 13 129 01 1   Demugha Chhara Para 33 0.0 0.0 100.0 36.4 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 02 1   Tripura Chhara Para 86 0.0 0.0 100.0 52.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 03 1   Tripura Chhara Mukh 84 0.0 0.0 100.0 60.7 96.4 0.0 3.6
84 87 13 129 04 1   Uttar Kichinga Adam 44 0.0 18.2 81.8 52.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 05 1   Kuramara Para 106 0.0 15.1 84.9 35.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 06 1   Tongtulla Para 60 0.0 21.7 78.3 15.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 07 1   Deba Chhari Para 50 0.0 0.0 100.0 18.0 98.0 0.0 2.0
84 87 13 129 08 1   Maichha Para 60 0.0 0.0 100.0 40.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 09 1   Bhurbanna Para 28 0.0 0.0 100.0 14.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 10 1   Damai Chhara Para 52 0.0 59.6 40.4 26.9 92.3 0.0 7.7
84 87 13 129 11 1   Sailer Chhara Para 11 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 12 1   Kayang Chhara Para 24 0.0 91.7 8.3 4.2 95.8 0.0 4.2
84 87 13 129 13 1   Sekra Chhara Para 35 0.0 5.7 94.3 42.9 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 14 1   Kukiudana Para 18 0.0 0.0 100.0 55.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 15 1   Mohish Bhanga Para 21 0.0 4.8 95.2 23.8 95.2 0.0 4.8
84 87 13 129 16 1   Durkhaia Para 60 11.7 10.0 78.3 28.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 17 1   Kiching Adam Passim 18 0.0 0.0 100.0 88.9 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 18 1   Palad Adam Para 39 2.6 0.0 97.4 38.5 100.0 0.0 0.0
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84 87 13 129 19 1   Boal Chhari Para 42 0.0 0.0 100.0 28.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 20 1   Shahas Badha Para 30 0.0 0.0 100.0 20.0 96.7 0.0 3.3
84 87 13 129 21 1   Kharigong Para 103 0.0 76.7 23.3 68.9 99.0 0.0 1.0
84 87 13 129 22 1   Saku Para 25 0.0 48.0 52.0 84.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 23 1   Kuki Para 23 0.0 0.0 100.0 91.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 24 1   Mogpara 40 0.0 45.0 55.0 32.5 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 25 1   Kumra Para 39 0.0 100.0 0.0 43.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 26 1   Barbua Chap Para 36 0.0 100.0 0.0 75.0 94.4 0.0 5.6
84 87 13 129 27 1   Muba Chhari Para 21 0.0 71.4 28.6 33.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 28 1   Lekhany Chhara Para 24 0.0 100.0 0.0 95.8 95.8 0.0 4.2
84 87 13 129 29 1   Uluchhari Para 31 0.0 0.0 100.0 25.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 30 1   Charikhong Mukh Par 22 0.0 0.0 100.0 4.5 95.5 0.0 4.5
84 87 13 129 31 1   Charikhong Para 70 0.0 30.0 70.0 20.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 32 1   Tingaza Para 38 0.0 100.0 0.0 60.5 94.7 0.0 5.3
84 87 13 129 33 1   Bakmara Kizing 27 0.0 29.6 70.4 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 34 1   Mach Barali Chara 3 0.0 0.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 35 1   Chairman Para 16 0.0 93.8 6.3 62.5 93.8 0.0 6.3
84 87 13 129 36 1   Noadam 11 0.0 90.9 9.1 36.4 72.7 0.0 27.3
84 87 13 129 37 1   Tilakky Chara 42 0.0 100.0 0.0 54.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 38 1   Kagtta Chara 20 0.0 30.0 70.0 5.0 95.0 0.0 5.0
84 87 13 129 39 1   Borudona 43 0.0 88.4 11.6 27.9 97.7 0.0 2.3
84 87 13 129 40 1   Zamchuk 12 16.7 0.0 83.3 33.3 91.7 0.0 8.3
84 87 13 129 41 1   Back Chari 23 0.0 4.3 95.7 47.8 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 42 1   Tans Mura 16 0.0 100.0 0.0 6.3 87.5 0.0 12.5
84 87 13 129 43 1   Mono Adam 14 0.0 7.1 92.9 85.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 44 1   Ulu Chari 13 0.0 0.0 100.0 23.1 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 13 129 45 1   Kurally Chari 23 95.7 0.0 4.3 52.2 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27             Balukhali Union Total 1748 11.2 16.6 72.2 10.7 97.3 0.1 2.6
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84 87 27 086   1 *Balukhali 190 0.0 26.8 73.2 11.6 92.6 0.5 6.8
84 87 27 086 01 1   Balukhali Chakma Pa 89 0.0 16.9 83.1 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 086 02 1   Farm Area 6 0.0 66.7 33.3 0.0 16.7 0.0 83.3
84 87 27 086 03 1   Muslim Block 53 0.0 26.4 73.6 39.6 88.7 0.0 11.3
84 87 27 086 04 1   Mogpara 18 0.0 22.2 77.8 0.0 94.4 0.0 5.6
84 87 27 086 05 1   Adapahar 24 0.0 58.3 41.7 4.2 91.7 4.2 4.2
84 87 27 216   1 *Basanta 93 18.3 0.0 81.7 28.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 216 01 1   Bigakhyong Para 25 0.0 0.0 100.0 4.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 216 02 1   Lokkana Karbari Par 30 56.7 0.0 43.3 20.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 216 03 1   Kuki Para 38 0.0 0.0 100.0 50.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 346   1 *Fulgazi Baper Chha 102 1.0 10.8 88.2 5.9 98.0 1.0 1.0
84 87 27 346 01 1   Fulgazi Baper Chha 29 0.0 6.9 93.1 13.8 93.1 3.4 3.4
84 87 27 346 02 1   Moddya Kainda Para 25 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 346 03 1   Dazari Para 48 2.1 18.8 79.2 4.2 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 389   1 *Hajaribak 166 0.0 66.9 33.1 16.3 84.9 0.0 15.1
84 87 27 389 01 1   Khandab Chhara Para 65 0.0 98.5 1.5 24.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 389 02 1   Kabuka Para 35 0.0 22.9 77.1 14.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 389 03 1   Tara Chhari Para 15 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 389 04 1   Hajaribak Para 24 0.0 100.0 0.0 20.8 45.8 0.0 54.2
84 87 27 389 05 1   Jarul Chhari Para 27 0.0 55.6 44.4 3.7 55.6 0.0 44.4
84 87 27 432   1 *Hemanta 328 33.8 2.7 63.4 14.9 99.4 0.0 0.6
84 87 27 432 01 1   Haja Chhari Para 75 40.0 4.0 56.0 9.3 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 432 02 1   Prema Chhari Para 30 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 432 03 1   Shil Chhari 71 84.5 8.5 7.0 11.3 97.2 0.0 2.8
84 87 27 432 04 1   Basanda Nicher 99 21.2 0.0 78.8 13.1 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 432 05 1   Basanda Main Para 53 0.0 0.0 100.0 39.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 562   1 *Kaindya 375 17.6 13.6 68.8 10.7 98.9 0.0 1.1
84 87 27 562 01 1   Badal Chhari Para 83 60.2 7.2 32.5 9.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
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84 87 27 562 02 1   Kaindya Mukh Para 44 4.5 22.7 72.7 11.4 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 562 03 1   Duratang Para 85 0.0 0.0 100.0 3.5 96.5 0.0 3.5
84 87 27 562 04 1   Bamer Kaindya Para 73 19.2 39.7 41.1 15.1 98.6 0.0 1.4
84 87 27 562 05 1   Bamer Kaindya Main 90 0.0 6.7 93.3 14.4 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 821   1 *Rangamati 494 0.0 11.7 88.3 3.4 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 821 01 1   Tripura Para 224 0.0 4.9 95.1 2.2 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 821 02 1   Muslim Para 29 0.0 55.2 44.8 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 821 03 1   Noapara 49 0.0 2.0 98.0 10.2 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 821 04 1   Maricha Bilpara 85 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 27 821 05 1   Khari Kong 107 0.0 28.0 72.0 6.5 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40             Jibtali Union Total 801 25.8 14.7 59.4 47.7 77.0 22.5 0.5
84 87 40 302   1 *Dhanpata 186 0.5 1.1 98.4 10.2 99.5 0.0 0.5
84 87 40 302 01 1   Mobachari Para 21 0.0 0.0 100.0 19.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40 302 02 1   Panchari Para 60 0.0 1.7 98.3 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40 302 03 1   Aghaychari Para 60 1.7 0.0 98.3 25.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40 302 04 1   Dhanpta Mukpara 26 0.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40 302 05 1   Landra Char Para 19 0.0 5.3 94.7 0.0 94.7 0.0 5.3
84 87 40 519   1 *Jibtali 349 59.0 27.2 13.8 80.8 47.9 51.6 0.6
84 87 40 519 01 1   Chairman Para 88 0.0 75.0 25.0 84.1 97.7 0.0 2.3
84 87 40 519 02 1   Navy Sailors Colony 105 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 1.0 99.0 0.0
84 87 40 519 03 1   Navy Officers Colon 60 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 1.7 98.3 0.0
84 87 40 519 04 1   M.E.S. Colony 41 100.0 0.0 0.0 100.0 58.5 41.5 0.0
84 87 40 519 05 1   Jibtali Para(Headman) 55 0.0 52.7 47.3 3.6 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40 519 06 1   Sukna Chhari Para 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40 648   1 *Kushalyaghona 266 0.0 7.9 92.1 30.5 99.6 0.0 0.4
84 87 40 648 01 1   Bak Chhari Para 60 0.0 0.0 100.0 46.7 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40 648 02 1   Para Chhari Para 17 0.0 5.9 94.1 0.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
84 87 40 648 03 1   Haja Chhari 30 0.0 0.0 100.0 60.0 100.0 0.0 0.0
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